‘ 35 an extremaly
. keen Trucker I race in
both the 2wd and 4wd ¢

jories, but I also haved )

third truck, a Monster

Paul

Tmek, the forgotten catego- :

1y} For those of you who
‘don't know, monster trucks

‘ en I began this sport around

o club where I went to had a

fair fey trucks, the majority of them bemg
“manster trucks. The only truck that wasn't,
 Tamiya King Cab - possibly the first sta-
truck! Try o imagine half a dozen or 50
ese easts racing round a track not more

wide, those big balloon tyres tiying

ke grip the wood - interesting. Most of the
. trucks raced were the smaller trucks like the

Monster Beetle, Midnight Pumpkin, Blackfoot,
. and Vannessa’s Lunchbox, although there did

“\usad to be one Ckadbuster but he dldnt really

really caring whet
‘ Leted o1 ten, ymt ﬁve mmmtes of puxe and

ugh I havs fond memones of ten years

wasn't until last July that T actually
‘pmch d my ﬁrst monster truck, While the
er tmcks ‘

7 a nitro Stampede. Me, 1 |
‘ ent lhked the Ipok of e ghit

shocks, a motor mounted very h1gh an

‘ ;back and if that's not anuugh, you’

89, ’phe ‘Sledge has
/important changes.
now made from the

For some
people
stadium trucks
are just not
big enough

‘s’cronger, and looks a heck of a lot better. All
 the black aluminium, that gives the fruck its

rigidity, has been replaced with a mice blue
version.
The building starts with the geared diff t

. consists of six metal gears encased in the p

tic main diff gear. The instructions are
follow, and it all goes together fairly eas

. Once completed the diff goes into the rath

unique gearbox. This gearhox helds only two
gears, the diff, and the brass drive gear. Most
models these days have an idler gear within
the gearbox, but on the Sledge it is on the

outside, and attaches to the shaft of the dive :

gear, Before the gearbox is fastened together,
the half shafts are inserted into each half of
gearhox. Make sure the ‘¢ clips are used to

 hold them in place. I, in my usual haste, forgot f

them, and when [ ran the truck they kept

. dropping out. The nest step is to fit themde
. plates, But before doing so, the drive “
shaft is screwed on to the right hand p?a‘ce

May I suggest using thread lock to hold the

screw in the shaft, as mine loosened after a

couple of mins. After installing the drive gear

o1 to the shaft, and ‘¢’ clipping it in place, it
| s time to install the motor. The kit item is fine
. for the begmner and extsa long min times, buf
- bemg brave I went for a 21

.~ little better than the kit mi or, but not quite

. ;he performance T was

Roach

oking for, so in went a :

uhber o' rings are held in plax:é wi
clip, in the old typa- of shocks, whereas
in the new ores & plastic gap sCrews on to the

‘ hottom holdmg everything in place. This is by

far a lot easier, especially for the less exp

_ enced. All in all, they built up easily and a8

usual for Traxzas, felt very smooth,
All the front suspension components

‘together easily and quickly due to the

that the hinge pins are of the screw typ
. Again we have adjustable turnbuckles,
camber links, atthough I st
really necessary in a monster truck,
ed at beginners. ‘
he gearbcx is now attached to the rear blue‘

skid plate and the whole assembly is then
‘screwed on to the chassis. The rear shock

mount and shocks are then added. A nice ‘blue
front skid ylate is screw&d on to the front

are screwed on to i
into place, Almost

dy first. ‘
3 i recently, as I was takmg the ph£x~ ,
k

metal gears insi

winter series, I amved qmte a
er than riormal sa I could have apla
wasn't long before the playing tume

 the drive gear shaft. wurked loose. As it was an

extremely cold mommg, 1 left ﬁxmg it until I

set of ballraces
the standatcd 5

ght alummmm shocks, M ‘
: eedo, Hi-tec 27 meg Teceiv-




