TOYOTA

1/10 RADIO CONTROL 4WD OFF HOAD PICK'UP TFIUCK

TAMIYA PLASTIC MODEL CO.
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OFF-ROAD VEHICLES whather they ba far

racing or just fun, have become almost
synonymaus with the name Famiya. Sucha
reputation takes some living up o, and it
would be all too sasy for them to rest on
theawr laurels and wait for the opposition o
catch them up. Not so in Tamiva's case and
they are constantly producing new vehicles
in an attempt to further the state of the an
Their latest modal, the Toyols ‘4 =4 pick-
up, introduces a new idea in the shape of a
3 speed gearbox, with 4 wheel drive
automatically being selected when in the
lowest ratio. A thard radio channel is
required to change gear by means of a
‘gate’ which is attached to a normal dual
axis stick. These are available in avariety of
shapes to suit various popular makes of
radio, whila the imparters, Aike. have
available a special version of ithe Acoms
27MHz AM eqinpment specifically 1ailored
for this vehicle. 115, however, possible to
utitise 2 channel eqguipment and selact
gears manually should you so desire

Construction

As we now expect liom ks of Japanese
arigin. everything is beautifully engineared
and packed in bubble packs or palythene
bags with labels describing the contents,
Despite having only Japanese instructions
in this early pre-productian kit, they are sa
caoncise and well-drawn that no trouble
was experienced in understanding each
stage of the construction. Subsequent
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purchasers can rest assured that their kits
will contain the normal first class English
language booklet usual in Tamiva Kils.

The firstoatem to be tacklied is to
waterpreof the gearbox and speed
controllér by smearng all joints with the
silicone rubber compound provided, Having
disposed of that little chore, work can begin
an the ladder frame chassis which has leaf
springs at each corner. compléete with
shackles. Each screw, holt or whatever is
called up by diameter and length and is
identified by referring to the label an the
appropriate pack.

By far the most ineresting part of the
caonstruction 5 the assembly of the two
axles and the front wheel hubs. Tha axles
are assembled from twa case halves, axle,
bevel gears and bronze bushes,
remembering to ail everything first. A tube
of threadlocking compound is included for
locking up bolts and the need for this is
indicated by a amall symbol of a tobe
alongside the appropnate bolt m the
assembly drawings. Having bolted up the
axle cases, these - are altached to the
springs by means of U-bolts. Freewheels
are incorporated into the front wheal hubs
in the form of one-way roller bearings, and
these incorporate a very simple and neat
locking device.

Having reached this stage, | deviated
from the instruction sequence 1o assemble
the wheels. These have scft rubber tyres
bearing the anscription 'Goodyaar” (surely

‘Bridgastone’ would be mare appropriateal)
and perforated plastic liners to hold them in
shape in lieu of air pressure. Stainless steal
rims complete the assembly and produce a
rolling chassis

Returning. to the instructions; the
gearbox 15 added. and the drive shafts
connected up, followed by the addition of
the speed contraller, thae mator wiring and
the rubber boot to waterproof the motor.

Maxt in order |s the assembly of the radio
box and the fitting of the radio gear to the
fully adjusiable mountings. The radiao
linkages are taken out of the box via large
sErvo savers pivating in tubes moulded into
the base of the box. Unfortunately, thereis
a cansiderable ameunt of play presant at
this point, which makes precise control
rather difficult. The R/C switeh 15 mounted
in the tep of the box and protected by a large
rubber boot

After oiling the gearbox and fitting the
rubber covers to the oil hales only the main
drive battery has to be fitied 1o allow the
chiassis 1o be given a tnal run,

This battery is a special 6 wvalt 4
amp hour type which fits i the rear of the
radio box: Standard & volt and 7.2 velt 1.2
amp/ hour batteries can be used and were
im fact used far this review as the special
batery was not yet available.

First trials around the workshop floor
showed that the lost mation in the radio
linkages together with the rather ‘sudden’
action of the speed contraller made it a

45




Completed chassis minus body. Note all radio equipment and drive battery enclosed in waterproof box, and rubber boot protecting motor. Speed
controlfer and gearbox-sealed with silicone rubber compound.

challenging task 1o drive the wehicle in such
close confines. | was somewhat dismayead
when a gentle reversal into a chairleg left
mig-with a badly bent rear bumper. The rest
of the vehicle is 30 solidly canstructed that
the rather frail nature of this bumper is
somewhat surprising. A very stout ‘roo bar
pratects the front of the truck from just
about anything short of a nuclear attack!

Body Shell

The body is made
substantial plastic mouldings and
transparent windscreen and windows,
which are designed 1o be screwaed or bolted
togather. A driver figure 15 supplied with a

up of several

Underside view of compiate vehicle. Note universal foints in drive shafts and leaf speings at sach corn

speed controller and gearbox.

choice of heads [with or without helmet)
This particular plastic can be pamted and is
supplied n white. lllustrations on the box
lid show the tfruck painted red — my
favourite calour. However, it was felt that
most people would choose this colour since
it miakes a good combination with tha vinyl
trim supplied in the kit, so0 something alse
had to be found, The answer was Humbro!
‘Baltic Blue'. a medivm metallic blua. When
this was dry, the trim was applied with the
results shown in the photos

In its finished form, the body is in two
parts. The front half comprises the bonnat
and cab and is retained by ane spring pin in
the middle of the bonnet and slots in the cab
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rear which angage with meuldings on the
front of the radio box cover, Covering the
radio box 15 the rear of 1he body which is
retained by no lessthan four (4) spring pins

Performance

Prompted by my asromodelling back-
graund, the first move was 1o weigh the
complete  machine. With the lightest
battery (6 volt 1.2 amp/haur) it weighed
exacily nine pounds)

Having found a suitable pisce of rough
ground, the performance was guite
surprising. With plenty of space, the

previously. mentioned: problem of - fine
control disappeared. Inthe highestratio the

ar. Plate in contre of chassis proteces linkages to
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speed 15 quite high though acceleration is
fairly tardy. The mid-speed gives
reasonable acesleration but disappainting
top spaad.

Howaver, it 5 inthe lowest ratio with fouir
wheel drive that the vehicle IMpresses
mast. |t will proceed guite happily across a
ploughed and harrowed ficld with a crop of
cabbages just appearing! A 459 grass
coverad slupe does not detor itin the least,
nor does an inch or 20 of soft mud

In practice, it is best to use the 4 whee|
drive only whan actually stuck and unable
ta move in the middle speed. On smaoth
ground, the mid-speed can be used 1o gel
the truck moving followad by a change into
the high speed. On anything other than
really smooth ground, there are usualhy at
least twio wheels in the airat BNy gGiven lime
which is exhilarating and probably helps
battery life. The shock absorbers from a
‘Rough Rider' can be fitted as an aption and
this would probahbly prolong the apring life
guite considerably as those on the.review
rmodel have already acquired a “set’ in tha
opposite direction to that supplied.

The setting up of the gear linkage is quite
critical and if incorrectly set it is fairly BaSsy

e end up with a box full of neutrals! Qur

review gearbox has become VETY NOISY 33 a
result of this treatment and is probably due
for a serviga.
Conclusions

An enjoyable off-road vehicle of 50lid
rabust construction and with a Surprising
performance which wauld pro bably banefit
from the fitting of the opticnal shock
absorbers,

Approximate building time, not inciuding
painting, 7 hours.

Distributed by Richard Kohnstam Lid Price
£128.00. Bv, 4 amp/ hour battery £39 99
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