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Chéssis Porsché‘9il~—w

' Tamlya Eumcup F1 and M-ch
sis reports, he casually
. remarked at the end of the
conversation ..... “oh, by the
| eporter also gets ta

Carrera, 1 have it nght here and it looks :eailf,r '

~ good!” Peter sure knows how to tempt a person
. and before I knew it the box was ngmg its

‘way to my door!

ive and of relatmiy short whe

made ﬁ; an mterestmg challenge .

| series, some in rear whe
some with a ‘medium’ le
some with different size wh
‘06 the Renault Alpine be
choice, but in ‘97 the Mazd
the car to have. '

Now, Tamiya haxxe mtmduced yet amother

touring car size wheels and tyres. At
of writing, models based on this variati

the Porsche Boxster, Mercedes SLK, and the

subject of this review, the Porsche 911 Car
To increase the multiplicity of choices still

 further, parts can be assembled to give either

front or rear wheel drive configurations,
: f which kit is purchased. _
on of such choices within a single

 basic design is most ingenious, and the people

. at Tamiya hava been very Clever mdeed The

 servos; ome ‘en

secret is in the chassis design, whlch comprises

three separate main sections, The centre sec-

ction house& the motor
drive train and carries the suspenision (front or
rear, depending upon how the parts are assem-
bled); and the other ‘end’ section carries the
suspension for the remaining end (again, front
or rear, depending upon how the parts are
asaembled) The ‘end’ sections are interchange-
able and can be bolted

provided to ensure accurate
« each ‘end’ section is bolted to the centre by

Just two bolts.

Although all M-chassis share this same basic.
design, Tamiya vary the lengths of the chassis
sections to give either ‘short’ wheelbase, ‘medi-

‘um’ wheelbase, or ‘long’ wheelbase versions.

Which of these versions will become dom
ant on the racetrack remains to he seen, by
e a suspicion that the ’long wheelba

; mode{ with the tcunng car size wheels an

Chaldecott J

A Eurocup racers view

unusual but effective

Perf.ect::

As we have come to expect from Tarmya, the
quality of the packaging is quite superb. The
box artwork is stunning and depicts not on
the finished car, but also illustrations of

 chassis and suspension arrangements, whic

serve as useful references durmg the bmld
process.

Inside, one finds the bodyshell, sev al b
of black plastic parts, wheels, &
inserts, four hags of hardware, a
and reverse mechamcal syeed centro‘tler

., Le Mans Special



RS540 motor, decals and windofw masks, and an
instruction manual. 1
The inclusion of the speed centwuer makes
this an ideal first model. Okay, an extra servo
is needed to operate it, but a servo costs con-
siderably less than an electronic speed con-
troller! It is also useful for Eurocup contend 5

1 particularly liked the four bags of h
which are clearly identified as Bag A, Bag B,
etc. and which only need be opened when a
given stage in the assembly is . Bag
covers steps 1 to 10 of the assembly and then

Bag B takes over, and so on. Brilliant. Don't be
alarmed if you find some screws or other small

parts are left over at the end of a particular
assembly stage, Tamiya are often generous in
the quantities of such items tha‘e& ,i:hey provide.

Assembly
Anecdotes

I do net intend to give a biowby blow

of the M-chassis has already been ‘done to
death’ in numerous previous reviews. In any
event, Tamiya provide the finest illustrated
instructions you could wish to find - just fol-
low them and you really can't go wrong.

I would advise though, that you make a deci~
sion whether to use the plastic hearings sup-
plied in the kit or uprate to sealed ball races
before you start building. Some of these are
needed at the very initial stages and it would
be tedious to have to dismantle the car at
some later date to replace them. Basically, if
you don't intend to race the car, the plastic
bearings provided are quite adequate for the

purpose, but if you do intend to race, then y{m'

should consider ball races almost as a must.

. For me, this kit was an absolute delight to -
put together and I enjoyed every moment of it.
The build quality is superb and the parts fit
together with such precision that once you
make a start you just cant put it down. With

under 5 hours and that was taking my time!

Suspen?sioﬁ?
Snippets

M-chassis suspension is 1dentiz:a§ fmnt and
rear and is guite unusual.

Basically, each lower suspension arm is
pushed downwards by a torsion spring. Th
are rather like large motor brush springs and

function in much the same way. One ‘am of

. the spring is locked to the lower suspensmn
arm by a plastic bracket, whilst the other ‘arm’

reacts agamst ’the szde of the chassis. Pewhaf{y .
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g mc:aease i sprm I
account of how ‘@’ bolts to b, since this aspect
. that ‘you'l be a

course, remains 1

, that saunded good to e, ed 1
time in setting to work with the phers :
In addition to the torsion springs, there is
also a single friction damper/coil spring front

; ané rear. This is mounted horizontally and is

d to the right and left side lower sus-
pension iti rrangement, |
but seems to wo ~f .

instead the small plsmn head smmpt}] Tuns

inside a rubber tube, For general use, the

. dampers as provided are quite adequate, but if ,
. you intend to race, [ would recommend replac-
 ing them with the aluminium oil-filled shocks

ag used on Tamiya four wheel drive touring
cars.
The coil springs suxroundmg

race, a Tamiya On-Road Tuned Spring Set could
be an useful investment. This set comprises
three pairs of springs, soft (red), medium (yel-

. low), and stiff (blue), enabling the chassis to

be ‘tunied to the circuit and the conditions,

Wheels ,And

k First gian e aeli four k:ck to bﬁ the same, bat

for the

fer to the box tep ot thé picture

_ on the front of the instruction manual. The

front and rear tyres are also different, so tak

. dampe;s can
 be readily changed and, again, if you intend to

{ The front anti-roll bar. Note the fitment of the mounting brackets

don't they?

, zm M-ehassxs cars utmsmg'tcunng Sar szze
F i

ypé ‘B’ tyres and I hésze dcmbt that

 these will provide the ultimate i dling.

Bew&re, though, these tyres are nat perm:t‘ced

lar M-chassis tyres in the '97 )
were ‘M’ Grip fronts with ‘S’ Gr

: e on an M-chassis usmg
tourmg car size wheels.

© All tyres must he fitted with tyre inser
Thoese supplied in the kit are just simple | eces

of foam sponge material, which are adequa’te .
for gene;ai use, but best replaced for racing by

Tamiya moulded inserts. The moulded inserts

. support and maintain the shape of the tyre
. much better, and mavzée that alt 1mportam;
. 1mpxoved grlp ‘

refer to it as a ‘stabilize

' ,purchased as an extra to xedm:e boéy mu in

ting the rear anti-roll bar, some

n to the left mou tmg bracket and

o hag*

contradi ory to the
instruy tion manual agam m' t

Je. When spraying is complete, the film i

 simply stripped off. Absolutely brilliant. Don't ‘
 try sticking on the decals until after you've

stripped off the film, though' I bet someone

Testmg Tune

§'*§~~at Tibby

The szshelf track is hteraﬁy only 5 mins
from my home, so it was perhaps inevitable

~ that the car would first turn a wheel there, It
-was a beautiful day at the end of March, warm,

dry and unny. Idea{ for testmg‘

Tibby is a big, fast track and I am use

~ Tamiya F1 with loads of pow

I tried the various hop-ups, anti roll bars,
oil filled dampers, different springs etc
but frankly could tell little difference.

~ It's not that the hop-ups don’t work,
I think it is more the case that the

car is 0 good tandard spec,
that it is hard to improve it much!
The most notable difference

~ came when I changed tyres. With
 the kit tyres and inserts the car \ ‘
. understeers quite a bit in slow cor-
; ners Tms makes the car easy tn :

- med M g D fronts ’With 'S’ grip

rears and I also tried 'S’ grips all
|, all with Tamlya motlde

" * coarse and vicious,
~ with the kit mot

known I Wsuld have been hard ;JI
1ot an electroni

Using the kit motor ‘che run times were phe-
nomenal! I tested using 1400SCR packs and I
Was bored before running any of them flat.

One last thing, if you want to continue o

~ admire the car at home, remove the door mir-
- rors before running. I didn't and myed one oxlt

with a roll on the first nm’

Conclusions

A delight to build and easy to drive. The

excellent instructions, 3-step speed controller
_ and kit motor make this an ideal beginners

model. The cmly downside is that, apart from
the Eurocup series, it may be difficult to find

~ somewhere to race it as few clubs seem to run
_ classes for M-chassis cars.

Apart from ball races, the hup~up optmns are
probably unnecessary if running the kit motor.
For a hotter motor though as will be used in

the 98 Eurocup series, I suspect that they will
~ come into their own - we shaﬂ see. There are .

fun tlmes ahead‘




