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€ Tamiya's . \
_.‘ distinctive yellow C¥
shocks support the fromt end.

. chunky suspengion arms show
| Tamiya's efforts for a hard

b |5 driving car,
6 _.'

intarest once mere In frant fire,

top s racing cars, for in simple
terms that is what the new Asmure s,
an aggressive, 2D top class com-
petiaor from & stable thet the warld
lmows can breed  abiohne
tharoughbreds, when it warts io

There s no doubt about it the
WD recing chass s alve and well agaln
here inthe UK., there 15 alse ne doubt
that the Astute will definitefy find &
very [arge niche for itsell in this mar-
k.,

It i pood to e Tamiys wking an

Spiined
; shaft drive to the @ Gearbox
rﬂrvhn”urbr. and single wishbone  design suits quick gear change.

bearing front whea! hub. FUEpERSian.




Aszembly

Ag ayar with Tamiya kits you are aided
overy siep af the way with a first elas
coratruction guide and retruction list
Hin dewbt read and re-read the i
siructions and rememnber if it don't fx
i &n't the right plece. Corstruction
beging at the front of she car and a2
ange you are treated o the pleasan
srprise, sl supemion o are
bushed to dliminate play and dop de-
veloping with age; this in iself is 2
superh idex The very eflicency con-
SCICUS AMONES US may even replade
these bushes with bearings ar some
Iaber date, Frant suspersion is the naw
aczepred noem of kower wishbone and
upper tie rad, again all is bushed in
order t eliminate any wear, & frant
at ol War & eceeporated Inthe
frant end design and works rather
char pot fooking the part; this is re-
miavable though, just in case the sur-
face on which you are recing demands
a lictle less rigidity, Damping st the
front s comtrolied by two Tamiya
CNA. dampers. It mast b said that
they do wark extremely well in al
but the worst conditions and are ad-
justable dus o thees fwing positans
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o bath the shock ower end bath
{romt wishbones. &l of the frant &nd
& fited onto a toe plate, this makes
for guick asembly and diassembly
should the need arise, espexially
trackside!

The Astute chassis, again coukdn't
be & simpler affair, 2 sheet of fbre
glass Fashianably dyed black is all that
it consists of, smple and effecta, The
rear of the Aswee helds more than a
few surprises and is well warth de-
scribing infull decad; first and foremast
the business centre of the o b the
transmission ar gearkax a5 wie profer
o il it Once maore the theme of
smplity seems to have been the de.
sign watchword here, H bow rofating
rrass is what really turng yau an then
the Astute will realy throw your
swinches i fr Fas the lawest rodting
rrass that | have ever seen,

A single bl differentisl, messring
a exle gver SOmen and cancaining nirs
balk, vransmins power to either or
bath rear whesls. Thruse b=arings are
siruated either side af this diminutive
differential and are housad in an alioy
cwing or i hausing, these in wen
hald bach che thrust plates femly
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0 Spur gear is balfraced and are
of fwo supplied fn kit

against the bal race by the simple use
af spring washers, couldn’ be easier.
The differental & the only rotating
mass howsed totally within the gear-
bax, 2 ballraced transfer shalt wakes
tha pawer inwia the spor gear, two
we provided in the kit 70 and 7T
teeth! And that is all the gear bow
consists of, a5 we said it couldn't be
simpler,

Rear suspension is again lower
wishbore and upper, sdustable, tie
rod, again it is fully bushed and could
be allraced if you wish. There & also
ot DEREr wery inberEStng and very
acjustable pomt inbuilt into the As-
rue's rear &nd, namely @ diggonal te
redd shat cam be acjusted o aker the
a8 infour angle of the rear wheek
Thi adjustment poiRt & or can be a
critical sdustment on the car a5 the
amaunt af tee in paverns beth the
amount of rear end grip and strasght
ine scabdiny. Usfartunately thers s
ra hard and fast rule that we can say
dawn here as to how much woe in 12
w5, the amaunt will vary in many g
ferent factors. driver abiity and track
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surface being the mast
impartant two, hawever a
Bond SLArTng poink oh 2
fairly grippy treck woud
b= abaut chree

degrees after thar, only ind-
vidual prederence sets the ral
srnaunt. the rear sheck tawer
i5 alse

beth Tor height, infinitely adjustaale,
upper tie rod and shook sbborber pos-
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Tamiya 2WD Astute

iwan. Al this makes for 3 car that can

be precsely dilled v any tack.

What Elsel

The Astute cames in kit form com.
plate with mechanical speed contral-
ler wvd smndard Mabuchi 540 motar

&2 The bare bonas are simpile,
efficient and will without dowbe
Wil some major tides this
SOASTAT,

g simply by adding redio gear you @n
be away, We decided to use a slighely
hairier metor and opted for an elec-
troric speed controller, there were
ng problems encounsered in fisting
eithier of these, the crass chassk suck

e, W R L i e o L S

0 Astutes business end 5 well

protected by a full width
burnper.

ranm bath at che frant and rear of
the chassis

Summary
Withow doubt there are many Tez-
tures built wio the Astute that ghe
eucelbert value for money as wall s
macelbent performance for any driver.
We particalarly liked the two post
linked Meerig TAgement, 1L gaee
&n enormaous, usible amount of lodk,
eutrarnely weful under mast infield
situaticrs. W liked the basic simplic-
ity af the car'’s whale [your especilly
the prarbox, we particfarly bked the
bushed suspension at front and rear,
this really ebrminates play now and in
the future after seweral manths hard
racing. YWe do feel char a lictke more
guidance cowld be supplied via the in-
SCFUCCKING CORCEIMInG the [of in'ous
characteristics af the reyr and

Having said all that we stil feel that
next deasen pou will be seeing the
Astute feature in tech charts 2t al
level The Asturce is 2 first class racing
car for drivers of al abilities snd sheald
lz=t 2 lomg, long time.

Available from your netres Tamipe
stockist, ()

pack cell arrangement left plenty of




