" The Astute is fitted with black 1
‘ wheels all round — our example
; was fitted with optional wheels
B 2 :

Unlike the Avante
_which developed

backwards, it seems
Tamiya have got it
round the rlghf
d a

way and produce
car which they-can
improve if it becomes
opular, rather
ARSI g8b ' fike Kyosho did with the..
To follow the Bkl Ry L s orpion and then Ultima.
Al ’ - Die e g Dot g This is 'noL'ro saytha’rf;‘\he
g o e TAcTn mi ; e e 7 ute is-a basic car — there
8. o Eggress, Yamya - w Of® enough features to
make it interesting straight
away, although the
xample made available to
MC was not a standard
hine.

e, Model Cars GRREEH d Most obvious is tbg-u'se of
builds the Astut . .carbon fibre chassis plate.
vilds the Astute. §

have produced a

' full race version

. -~withdrew. it :a bit sharpjs
-'when they found'the .
emperature a mite hot. - -

..Since then they havé

22 C ; Skl ! With a Tamiya car you -
faken that car.and reverse- :; ‘balanced on the » would morefnormaﬁy it
eloped it if ike for track, rodde the *. expect o see an injection

mass market: in effect.. -~ .
it down tomake d -
_traditional Tamiya car. Sure: . * %

v, Ty >

bumpswelland. . " “moulded ‘box’ style chassis.
showed potential to.  The flat carbon fibre chassis °
.go faster. The’ ’er.olv i Elate does at least seem to -

" " "enough the Tamiya car - o Loba ‘opinion was that wifl e permanent and-adds
° 4 B . appearances can be: ¢ Ak 4 P : NG :
5. presence at the World dgge‘p?ive. Down in the . decent driver the ca welcome stiffness.

.- Championships wasso .. ", 2. POWILI Y
. |ow-key as fo be almost *, " MlgwerLeq?Pée_s of fihe
e sunderthetrack: But 1o rw s fyerwheel drive class,
e B TUEIOER DR N L Lracing.in relative obscurity:
; 3 *was a.new Tamiya car,

: ooking forthe world, with a

eally have gone places, <. The battéry pack sifé
dt wasn't until a few weeks.  directly’ontop and it~ +
the Championships - - wouldn't require a genius
RCMC was ableto find - "make ptovisions for o

the name of the car and * saddle pack layout. if

ittle competition tinkering .. “more importantly see one Tdamiya haven't already
an@qbi'r%fjns_pfr fion' 2 . close.up. Fortunately the - .- done so..If that wasto

icks, s i » dirstsample of the .- =~ hqappen then I think ham
interestingly named Astute, - *rigﬁf to say this would b

- prefty soon found its-way to - “first for the world’s largest .
. . the editorial office fora” - mq of radio .

-long hard look. ‘ 5 3t
; T?le immediate impression :
2 - is.that the Astute has " e nele ; e of rake
been designed as a 1as bee  allow
racing car’
but without
going over i
the'tép: . chassis is'beautifully ‘

: - prodyced with neatly drilled |

" and milled holesand - ...
.CUT-QUJS. R Tw

/' / The Astute bodyshell has smooth flou&inj lines it o e s
and is finished off with a neaf rear wing. From T

&
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‘+handlingo

.-the suspension layout is

-l the chassis is something

= slightly different for Tamiya
then the suspension is pretty
typical = or if you like

comglicated. or a start the

wishbones pivot on brass
earings, do dou
intended t i
and slop in the ots.
Conceivably you could fit

e fearsomely
v parﬁculcrlg at
: prices: The other
" thir ?té consider is what
““would hap?en to the i
d?hegcq.r'if‘one of
zed upgiEirst you
ve to ﬁ'% :

th

nd out

ile

El you‘are it you
as well clean them' all.

llraces instead but -

was thenclean'

broadly similar.dnd uses a

% single lower wishbone with
_-an adjustable top link. At

the rear though there'is an
additionaltrack rod which
can be adjusted to give

. toe-in‘and toe-out. Whether.

this is.necessary is
gebotoble since most
rivers will probably set it

. and then forget about it.
For those drivers however
who take fine tuning to the
absolute maximum the

" extra.adjustment will be .
indespensable. [just hope
they remember to'make
idéntical-adjustments either
side. It cou!é be

. “embarrassing.

~The front end of the
‘Astute looks unbelievably
wide — wider even than the

The Astute’s bodyshell
really is low, only just
missing all the internals.
The undertray seals
perfectly to the body and
gives excellent protection.




. The Astute s gecrbox uses
the limited slip‘differential”
. out of the four-wheel drive .

- Egress. All of the gears are:
the distinctive, beautifully .
- moulded white plastic -

‘examples first seen on the

Avante. The toéth.size -

-» seems 1o be pecuhar;ro

- Tamiya and doesn't fall

necltj))ll into either-32 or

- . -.48dp. Whatéver the case,
" they'work and‘the gegrbox

gearbo
. And fll‘\d“{i 1he Asiufe is”
_ supplied with Egress tyres .

dlthough our example was *
squhed with larger wheels.
: roof that this is not a top
< of the range car is shown by .
the inclusion of a motor and

Tﬁeed controller in the kit.

e speedo is the sfandard

Tamlya resistor type bt

- yet-we don't know wha

orm the motor will‘take

_ either standard or some

-of modified. If the Astute’is

_-successful then.no doubt

to last. Fortis . perfornrvery well.
' . » With fine tuning and
on-track -experience a .

leave the desig "ralem‘ed driver would make

- around theirear. - .
- Tamiya recognises the
: , : o . : : fashionable need for low-
s : 3 2 ; : - . ¢ ‘ : slung, sleek racing R
ey ‘bodyshells but haven't -
forgotten how to make - * .* ~
them look nice. The Astuteis”
an obvious example of this, - -
attitude. What's more i}le g
perfectly moulded 53
undertray fits i
body without
between them
If the World
. -Champijonships have- . 2
1 proved thattwo- wheel*drlve ;
5 5 "racmg is still an excmng cmgi ;
then ..

z among:the others.
will earry outa. -

- Astute andbring you our
conclus;ons Jn'r e,

Saiiy ok raar Thls 1sa hlghl *
. desirable feature t%oqgh\as"

~ we all found out wher
" Associated RC10 fir

" appeared and peop
started to fit extra

sports dn a
 The RCM '
2 supphed w me nifty
: looking shocks which we
- were quucklr) told were not .
' standard. The normal kit will
i w e e suprhed with Tcmlyo s
s Al ms?ant recogmso le: :
¥e low plastic CVA hocks

. - The ones on the kit are Ass ed; d T
o - qcuot dn Kyasho
NI x;‘owlr‘n asHop-U shocks ?mwe been tilting with: eqch
25 which are presu g ¥ other for too Ioni so:now it,
Tamiya's answer to pﬂon ‘@ is good to see S umacher

Housre _having a go. If Tcmlya can -

”
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future competition kits.will &  get in on theact then be.
not be supplied with either. -~ prepared for sparks tofly” " -
. Asusuallleave » because there.is no reason”
. comments opthe *‘why the Astute shouldn B

body till last, ﬂo very Well ‘whilst at the
haven't. got » other'end.of the spectrum - -
throw ‘a she - fhé club driver looking for a-
three bar e - carto race in the local two-
hope it will . wheel drive championship . -
something: g hou d cons:der this car.

1es “of traick tests with the

t

Eggress rear fyres are
included as standard.
Left: Wide front end
gives good stability.
Also note the neat
bumper. Below:
Undertray fits well.
Bottom: The Astute
has a tough feel to it
with its chunky
suspension arms.

meantlme tqké a‘m down

the model shop dn seefor :
yourself G :




Above: Glassfibre shock mounts have various
mounting positions. Radio installation is simple,
but elecirics must be kept low fo avoid the
bodyshell. Bottom: Front suspension detail.
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