lem. Anather additional itam is
fhe meial mofor maunt ko
raplacs the original kit plasiia
wargion. Beval gaar diflarantiak
at the front and rear are carriad
an ball races, Tha ditfarantial
wnils thamaalves are suppored
batween the tao main chassis
slales made irom slamped,
anodisad aluminium shaet.

The guality of the anginearnng
i First clags. Plaatic mouldings
ara excollently finishad and fit
well togethar, The matal parts
are galso wall produced and
fimished. The indepandant Tront
and raar -EUEFF!nEiE!n LIRS
samiman parts, BEl'lﬂg on
tooling costs and of Codrse
spares holding. The kooation :Df
the wishbones I8 by stbetantial
biad| [oimbs, fhis novel

oy might ba forgiven for
thinking that the new
TAG PRO 1D has more
than just.a passing
girnikarily with the now extinct
54 'Coyvote’. | am assured by
the imporier, Fhil Groano that
thig nisw' car irom Haly s not just
asuperficial revamp but a
I"E-EI'IE"'IBEF"BEI carwith
significan differences. Having
never handied theSG car
[wehich was in fact
manulaciurad by TAG]. | am
unabla b comment on
Eimilarities. This repor = onthea

Geoff Driver reviews the latest

TADG car as 11 l= now, nobwnat 13
g bt b s bean previoualy.

The design

Cin |nltial inspaction the drive
Irein apgears gulie siraignt
forward. A front Lo rear drive
shaft connects the bwo

T ARSSET L= M Ak | e

C = S

T EARSA

specification TAG 'PRO10’

diffarantial wnits togather, What
makes tha TAG car g little
diffarant irom othar simikar
configusalicns is tha drive
maoter positien. The motar
drivas onto tha front 1o rear
shalt from ils pogition mountad
nbowe the shafl Mo cantra
diffarantial with this kit
alhough Phil Greeno had
suppliad o ome way rolber
bearing (sprag cluich) fithad to
e Frant differantial input shats.
This is availnble as an additional

PRO 10 4WD

arrangement although cenainly
nol uniges, works well ang
provides 8 good degree of
adjusirment and 4 minimum o
siop atthe joints. Adjustabla
coil owver dampars are provided
with & choice of plastic pistons
o cover & range of damping
chargcieristics. The dampers
ara provided with asingbe fixing
hole on the botlom wishbonas,
but has a range of altesndalive
top mounting positions on the
fronmt and rear metsl dampar
mounting brackets

Mounied on the chassis side
plates g1 the front of tha car 1s
the servo Baver and slave. The
carefully chosan position
reduces bump skear (o
insignificant amouns. Tha

location of the rear suspension
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tia rods is equally as carefully
done as rear wheal steering
effact is also pretty minimal.
Axle movementis controlled by
metal, aoll over damper units at
each wheel. At maximum
extension the suspension
provides around s2mm of wheel
movement. More than sufficient
I suspect, as the chassis could
easily ground if limit stops are
not introduced. Due to their
length the drive shafts cope
easily with this amount of axle
articulation, the inboard joint
being ball and pin and the outer
baing a hooke jaint. Battery
pasition is also something of a
novelty as brackets on eithar
side of the chassis beams locate
3 cells on each side. A number
of different cut outs provide
alternative battery positions
along the chassis. |n a nutshell
that i1s the design. The most
notable item is probably the
motor position and drive train.

| have in the past been fairly
critial of longitudinally mounted
motors, the truth is they my
fears of bad handling have been
unfounded as their seems 1o be
little or no detrimental effect on
car stability. A caze of thaory
not being the whole story. | still
dofesl that mounting a motor
high in a chassis is not a good
idea. A large mass mounted a
long way above the roll centre is
bound to add to handling
problems.

Items to finish off the kit are
red wheels, which bear a strong
resemblance to the FB style
wheals, a bumper which must
be shaped in hot water and a
fairly uncontroversial body, The
bumper is the only real let down
on guality. It is unsymetrical
and appears to have been
shaped with a meat cleaver, a
blunt one at that,

Suspension geometry is flat,
ie. no tilting of the wishbones to
achieve castor. The front axie
uprights do swivel on displaced
pivet pins which provides a
similar castor effect. The upper
and lower wishbones are of
unequal length and the length
of the upper arm is adjustable
with a simple screw out
adjustment. The design does
not include much camber
change during suspension
movement. This would be
dasireable if only to keep
maximum tyre contact with the
ground during body roll. The
geametery means a track
change of up to ten millimetres
as the wheels move through
their full travel. This track
change has been kepttoa
minimum by utilizing long
suspension arms. Despite the
advantages of long suspension
arms the position of the
mounting points near the centre
of the car does promote chassis
roll. Add to this no anti roll bars,
soft rate springs and high motor
position and you have a recipe
for excessive roll, Of course the
anly way to check out the
theory will be a track test, and
that will have to wait.

Major dimensions are
wheelbase 280mm, track
235mm. The choice of shaft
drive is unusual these days with
all out racers. Tamiya and Marwi
are among the major devotes
and that gives it a strong
following, There is no denying
that belt drive is the curmrant
flavour, but | have no doubt that
fads and fashions will change
and if a shaft drive system can
be seen to operate as well as
pelt then it will be all change.

Kit assembly is quite
straightforward. The majority of
fittings are held in place with

Laft: The mew TAG ‘PRO 10 follows convantional lings with inboard matar and
upright shock positions. Below: Tough plastic wheels are fitted with hard

wearing plasiic tyres.
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Aboya: FiseT ALADSnsan i aodl with lots of movamant, pivarg himh grocno' ciearamos. Belaw: Tie compleled chsssie roady
dor slaclrics - note belfery clamps o Sideof chadsis

Lok The froal fubs ars moalded in
plasdie - node Adiuafahls 2Usiens o
WAk for cambee alfaratian, Above
Fiamly af raom fov radio aquiomsnt.

gell-12pping BCrews running
inte plastic; Tha Instructions are
quibe adequate althouwgh the
queality of plciura repredection
dipas leawve someathing bo be
dasired. However, this does
saem o be the price paid for the
more spacialised RC cars
currantly available, | was
plaanesd 10 gea That the [talian
translation does includa tha

oo caghcnal slip, | paricularly
liked the instruction “assemblhy
the inferior arms on the downer
side of tha chassis™

The most traumatic
maimienance problem would
prabably be with the
differentials shogyid thay need
attention. Access o he
diftereniials could be a lemgthy
procEss ag he chazsig side
plates must b=a removed bafore
the differendial gearboxes can
b reachad,

Aadio gear {iis betwaan the
o aidie platas on the chassis
spacer bars, an adjusimant is
inciudad for ditfarent size
sarvas. & plagtic plate is
prosided along the undarskde of
the chassis to keep oul the
unwanied elamants, alhough i
i= by no means watertight

Conclusion. A nicely
anglneerad car, some good
design poinis and Some
questionable cnas such as the
high mountad motor. | liked the
axlEnsive use ol ample sized
ball jgdnts on the suspension
armas. The diflaremlial unils weara
asthetically pleasing, if not
entirely praclical for
malnienance purposes. Kit was
prowided withoul a8 motor.

Awallabla from Fhil Greano
Modalz at araund E170 1or the
stanoand kit optional items ara
axira,

Pl Grense Modals Lid.
B Village Way East
Rayner's Lane, Hamow
Middx, HAZ TLX.
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