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his month begins the most important part
of any serious Rallycross racer’s year. It is
the fime fo exnume the car from the
depths of the model room and to start to
consider the plan of action torestore last season'’s
worn out wreck fo the finely-honed thoroughtred
that will be ready and able fo take out fo the
winner's rostrum in 1988. There will of course be
those amongst us whom, having followed the
Rallycross scene during 1987 have decided to
change their old, faithful mount for a new car,
perhaps from a different manufacturer or to
just update their current one for a new
A model from the same stable. With this very
% point in mind, Model Cars dragged
3 WA themselves away from their favourite
a wintering  grounds in Hemel
B m Hempstead and headed for the
" Channel ports and thence fo
Al Calais and the Autoroute to
Evry, a suburb fo the south of
Paris. The reason for their
fripwas in the selfless desire to
bring you, our readers, the
exclusive review of the
avant  garde  ‘Magnum
Force’ rallycross car from
Siccom!
Siccom began  testing
the earliest profotypes of

John Chamberlain and the Model Cars team have been
to Paris to reveal the latest Rallycross car from Siccom

the '"Magnum Force’ as long ago as
November 1986, very soon affer the
highly successful "Magnum 4x4" was
launched onfo the market. As with alll
progressive  manufacturers,  Siccom
confinually test new-concept chassis
designs and evaluate their
performance where it really counts - on
the race racks. Despite the fact that the
‘Magnum 4x4" had won almost every
international  race meeting  during
1987, Siccom were aware of the
limitations of the chassis and in
particular the difficulties in funing the
rear suspension springs and dampers
fo suit exactly the varying frequency
and amplitude of bumps af different
circuits. Further testing of the ‘Magnum
Force’ profotype and ongoing race
experience with the 4x4 during 1987
proved conclusively to Siccom that by
as simple an expedient as moving the
mass and thus the centre of gravity of
the chassis substantially further forward
than is the norm on any other competi-
fion chassis in ifs class, the way

that the rear suspension

absorbed all types of

bumps was

dramatically

improved. A further major benefit is that
the setting of the rear springs and
dampers is far less critical for optimum
performance.

Inanattempttoimpart some of these
known benefits fo the handling of the
‘Magnum 4x4" during 1987, the ‘works’
cars were run with as much of the
moveable weight of the chassis, such
as receivers and battery packs, located
as far forward as possible, and the rear
of the chassis and associated
components lightened as much as
practicable. With the arrival of the new
‘Magnum Force’ on the market place,
the definitive solution fo the problem is
available for the 1988 season and
once again bucks the frend of chassis
design and layout of its
contemporaries.

The 1988 ‘Magnum Force’, designed
as was ifs predecessor by Alain Lyon,
shares the same fronf and rear
gearboxes and suspension geometry
but mounfed on a completely new
high tensile chassis plafe. The major
difference, and we believe unique to
this car, is that the motor is mounted at
the front of the chassis, in the centre.
with the crankshaft facing forwards,
driving onto a new centre differential
assembly designed to operate with the
moftor in its new position. The new car
has been specifically designed initially
to use the Rossi motor, which should
come as No surprise as Siccom are the
French distriobutors, and Rossi are 1o
manufacture the custom designed
funed pipe exhaust and manifold that
is positioned very neatly in a fransverse
position, behind the motor. We have
already brought the first production kits
back to England, along with @
prototype manifold and pipe and can
confirm that an OFS 21 rear exhause
motor will sfill fit in with no problems,
and the design of the pipe itself would
appear fo be entirely suitable for good
perfoamance. We shall of course be
pufting this to the test as soon as
possible!

With the motor fitted in its new
position, a new fop plate is provided o
join the front and rear gearboxes
fogether, and fo accommodate the
repositioned servos and receiver. To
complete the quest for frontal weight
distribution, even the NiCad power
pack is recommended fo be fitted
within the front bumper assembly. The
suspension assemblies and geometry
are unchanged from the 1987 model,
although new lighter springs are
included in the kit to suit the new weight
distribution.  Ongoing  development
has seen a change to improved
materialspecification for the drive cups
fo reduce wear and improved plastic
drive gears now moulded with a radius
between the teeth to improve their
shear strength.

Another major innovation standard
in the kit and available to fit the earlier
kits with an easy modification to shorten
the stub axle length, are quick, change
wheels, incorporating a new hub
design and external appearance.
Quite simply a new five lobed metal
wheel driver is locked onfo the stub axle
porfion of the one piece shaft
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Above: The e

beautifully machined

centre differential uses

well-proven Siccom planet gears and
one-way roller clutch. Below: The
new layout requires the Rossi

pipe bsin? manufactured

specially for the
‘Magnum Force’.

Above: Servo

saver layout remains

, the same but battery location
. is brought forward
o nder the bumper

Below: A new

top plate includes all the

cut-ouls required - fote, aithough the Serpent’
tank is fitted by April the new ‘Siccom’

' tank witl come as standard.




assembly, by means of an M5 grub
screw_locating on a flat on the axle
shaft. The new fwo-piece hub assembly
incorporates a hard alloy locking arm
that lies sandwiched between the
wheel hub and the detachable outer
rim. Both the inner hub and the locking
bar incorporate the female five lobe
opening and when these are both in
line, enable the wheel fo be pushed
onto the mafching wheel driver.
Rotating the locking lever which is done
easily using a small screwdriver blade,
through its full fravel in a recessed
section of the outer hub, locks the
wheel firmly in position. A glance at the
accompanying photfographs will show
more clearly how simply it all works in
practicel The hubs also feature a
narrower rim flange than previously as
experience has shown that allowing
more tyre sidewall flex has resulted in
more fraction. The disadvantage is
however that it will now be essenfial to
glue the tyres firmly in placel

To complete the major changes to
the new car, a new body is available
called the Tenere’ which fopically is
named after a desert fraversed in the
recent Paris-Dakar Rally, and complete
with @ new decal set which usefully
includes window masks for use when
painting the body, is shown in the
accompanying photo sequence.

Whilst talking to the car's designers,
Alain Lyon, were were shown the
pre-production versions of a new
Siccom fuel fank which will replace the
current Serpenttank supplied in the kit.
The tank features a larger diameter filler
neck, with improved lid and sealing
and a moulded-in plastic fuel pick-up
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pipe and improved baffles compared
o the Serpentversion. A new method of
joining the moulded tank halves
together will result in a more consistent
and accurate tank volume, which will
e appreciated by those drivers who
compete at Infernational race levell
Also seen in the prototype stage and to
e available hopefully by lafe spring
are tofally new shock albsorbers.
Moulded in Lexan as at present, but
withremoveable fop end caps, the new
unifs are approximately three times the
diameter of the current units for a
similar  cylinder lengthl  Additional
features are strong 4mm steel shafts
with  proper rubber lip seals for
improved sealing of the damper rod.
Also in the design brief is a unique
piston valve which progressively stiffens
the damping action as the damper is
compressed and a new top end cap
seal incorporating a rubber
diophragm fo compensate for the
volume change inside the damper as it
is operated.

Unfortunately af the time of writing this
arficle, we have not had the opportunity
fo build or drive the new ‘Magnum
Force’ ourselves, but with a kit currently
in our hands and the Rallycross season
drawing ever nearer, we will rectify this
situation by the fime the next issue hits
the news stands! Meanwhile, the kits
are ovailable at the UK distributors
Widsor Models and all good model
shops priced a £349 fo include the new
body and three differentials. May the
‘Force’ be with youl

Moving on fo the sport of Rallycross
itself, I have not reeived any information
from clubs regarding events that have

Left: Richard Stitson (left) from the Windsor Road
Model Shop (Siccom importers) talks to Alain
Lyon - designer and Pascal Gueye - top driver in
France. Above: The new layout - different, but
neat.

run recently or are planned in 1988.
Please let us know what you are up to
outthere, as | am sure that by the wider
publication  of events we  will
encourage more people fo join our
sport. One development | do know of
however, is that the Remote World Car
Club currently based at Stoke Poges,
near Slough that has had such effort
andtime devotedtoitto produce afine
facility on a not ideal surface by father
and son feam of Bob and Darren
Warburton, will all being well move to a
new enormous Slough council facility
atf Upton Park. The area of land that has
been allocated  will enable  two
Infernational-sized fracks to be Iaid out
ack to back for both 1/8 and 1/10
scale Rallycross, large rostrum and pit
areas and parking areas next to the
tfrackside. The first race to be held there
will be the BRCA round in March, just
after the land will be officially handed
over, so don't expect all the planned
facilities to be in place then. For the
future though, the plan is to have the
pest Rallycross, permanent facilities in
the country. The Challenge is onl For
more information  about  joining
Remote World Club. confact Richard
Stitson at Windsor Modlel Shop.

Moving further North now, in fact to
the North East and the home of my
personal favourite circuit, Scarborough,
one of their club members and keen
racer, Steve Webb phoned me recently
to voice his own dissatisfaction and
that of his fellow club racers over the
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lock of BRCA race meetfings in the
Midlands and the North of England.
Steve are his friends were concerned
that the BRCA were not promoting the
sport in these regions and was this in
fact another sympton of the much
talked albout North/Souh divide?

It is imporfant fo clearly understand
that as an organisation, the BRCA is
responsible for sefting the rules and
standards for all forms of model car
racing and to encourage and promote
the sport in the UK. The BRCA by its own
constitution is not able to run or
organise race meetings ifself but ifs
commitfees are always ready and
pleased to advise and assist with as
much practical help as possible to any
club anywhere in the UK that wishes fo
run - a  BRCA-sanctioned  National
Round of a championship or just an
invitation event. As an organisation, the
BRCA would dearly love to have several
sanctioned events running throughout

additional members that would be as
a result. In addition, this would enable
regional  championships fo e
established with the benefit that drivers
would not need to fravel so far if they
wanted fo. ;
Returning to Steve’s direct question
regarding the lack of northern events,
both the Wombwell Clubb near Sheffield,
and the Halifax Club were not prepared
fo run Rallycross championship rounds
in 1988 despife having run enjoyable,
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the country every weekend with the
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well organised events in previous years.
Despite pressure from the BRCA
Rallycross Committee, both clubs cited
lack of interest from their own members
who are mainly NOT rallycross drivers)
and more importantly for us to consider,
lack of competitfors entering the events.
Without the offer or indeed knowledge
of any ofher clubs then or even af the
time of publication of the racing
calendar, the committee had no
alfemnative but fo find alterative
venues in order to maintain sufficient

Above: The Siccom vac-forming machine
pumping out the new ‘Tenere’ bodyshell. Left:
‘Pascal’ models the new kit parts before they are
boxed up.

races, and the others only offers were
from southern clubs. So, all you northem
racers, let us know of your clups and if
you are prepared fo put on a round of

the championship lef the rallycross
committee know. Contrary to popular
belief we southern drivers enjoy racing
north of Watford too!

Finally, the Scarborough club are
running their annual championship
round and Yorkshire Carpet Race on
the May Bank Holiday (see the contest
calendar for details) and they have told
us that the two days’ racing and the
frackside focilities will be bigger and
better than over. The excellent track
and location af the McCains’ sports
ground offers fully coverd pifs, covered
drivers” rostrum, foilefs and  shower
block, with camping available on site.
For those with families, why not bring
them along too? Scarborough offers
lots of excellent and reasonably-priced
accommodation and fun for all ages
along the seafrontl Wish you were
here .. .? :

That wraps it all up for this month.
Don's forget to join us af the racetrack -
you just won't belkieve what you've
been missing! See you all soon.

Left: The new ‘quick release’ wheels - simple and
effective. Below: The new pipe which suits the
‘Force’ available soon from the Windsor Model
Shop.




