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THIS iSSUE, OUR SERIES OF INTERVIEWS WiTH THE MOST FAMOUS PERSOMNALITIES iN
AC MODEL CAR RACING CONTINUES WiTH ONE OF THE NICEST PEOPLE iN THE BUSINESS
AND THE FOUNDER OF TEAM LOSi - GiL 'POPS’ LOSI SNR

MODEL CARS PLUS

ajs, as he's affectionately
kmowny, is ane of the most
ralwnncl. horest and nicest peo-
r\h- !,uulrn|||||+lw-l' miet. His
lowe, dedicarion and erthusiaim
af radia contral medel car mcing is chear for all
v men Bl s taken his cars sl products to the
yery top of the spart. Wi ceught up with Fim

naar s heene incCaldnmis

Pops, how long s Team Losi been in business?
Theres been Team Losi on racecars for many,
many years, singe the late sixties, We started in
tha T setall baginess n WAD. A Tiest It was a
Fiokby with Gil e ard mysell racing alang with
my other son Allen a limde bit. The s
started when we bought the famous Ranch Fit
Ship at the snd of B0

Why did you get involved in BE car racing?
v abways loved racing cars and like a lot of
people I'm & frstrated racer, | raced real sprint
beigpies ot Ascot and stuff like that. Having reced
wpring buggies and some off rmod sruiff, | was
smmrediataly interested when | saw tha firss
Tamiya RC buggy that was based an a
volkswagen These models were wery similar to
the buggies | did same full-sixe radng with
Evaryars thinks my kids grt mee into BC bt |
baught tha first car and started racieg with it,
then | got miy kids inte I, Racing was fur and
almst &% excaing as racing the resl thing, buta
kvt cheaper and yau don’t get hurt,

5o you've sctually raced RC cars yourself then?
| reced for a lang 1, | wan some big
champianshéps. | raced in the 1985 Weelds, infact,
i won the FES Werlds warm-up race. | didn't do
wa waall 0 tha schol susnt becausa ith pretty haed
o copEnite & moe and race in it s sl | think |
firhed about Fourth i the B main or something
| raced for a long time and | lowed i,
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| race oros in & while At the ROAR Maticnals we
fawee an over A0 elass, §call it the 'Lepends
Chass Bt thay call it others thirgs and |
noemnally co guite wall and never wually finish
werria than third and rffen tale TG 1 can haold
mi cowen with the ofd gl

Tear Lodi and Team Trinity seem ta have
elase relationship, Haw has this come about?
Whan #t comes to business e are two totally
senarate comparces. We work with & lot of
companies. There's re doubt that some of Gur
st dlrivers such as Brian [Kinwald] and Matt
[Francis] are Trimity deivers, but we also have a
gead racing relatiorshin with rher companses

such s Pesk Perfoemance. GM and Crlon. We
wark together with & kot of different drivens and
indeed Togm Losi and Trinity bhave shaned some
notewarthy wins. The main thing is that wihen
wa g1 to a big race we all work together fo win,
Chr relationship with Trinity is based mone on
friy parsanal friendship with Ernie [Provetti] and
sometimes we gat along better persanally than
v dhey business-wise

Whiat plans do you have for the futurs?

By chirverloping cur Wiorkd Champion (8- faur-
whesl-drive, XXX buggy, XXCT truck, 30T
nifro truck and & neew’ TOUNing car, you Can SR
theat wir are in the bussness for the long term
‘We've spent g lat & money on toaling and
1y Ter makoe the wery bast cars we can.

What do you ses as the futsre for RC car
racing?

i wish | knms the areeer to that. The lust fes
years fincn Minetesn nirety: Wven have been
gl hippest in Team Losi's histary with the launch
af the XX4, Strest Weapon, the 3000 car and
wruscks arnd off course wirming hath a %0 and
W Wioeld's, Yo know bhack in the sarly
fineties this was an unbelsrsable business, it's 2
|at e work now, You lave to malke a ot mone
products, everything has to be a ot better but |
thirk the business has a brighs futune, | thnk

peaphy still and will sheays lens cars and love 1
race. Obiausly sedan [tounng] car racing has
taken off and is doirg well but the biggest part
of our business is sl off road. Of-road has
establishes) itself as the foundation «f B mcing.

What other hobbiss or interests da you kave
owtiide af RC cars?

It aill cars, e inveadved iman IEL indgcar team.
['ve been irmlved with indycars sirce 1997 and |
have the first one that | ever ewned and which
made the |ncy 500 sitting in my garsge at home
a5 a souvanir | ooy 1o pet U as many of the races
as possible, when my BT mcing commitments
alhoa

5o Cars are your mais interest?

Yes, 'vie put a coflection of ears together. | love
Streat Rods gnd | hase four of them | built &
restyled "33 ragdener with Gillet slumimim
independent suspension, | own & 912 Chewy
Roadster which B an awand winreng shoe car
that's heen converted to drive on the street. |
have 2 1947 Fard eervarible with a big blod
fual ingected Chevy metor. | also cwn e pretty
rare 1990 Trans Am which | baught rew and have
since restoned, Yaih, | just love cars. | had a
Ferraari bt 1 sodd it ‘cause | never used it | love
all Types af ces. | wish | could have one of
gverything, If | had the money and the room and
a way 12 fake care of them | weuld

What have been the highlights of your time
with Team Losi?

| s £ answeer this in a couple of diffesem
weiys, i kv In thee sarly days iy son Gil was
ang of the dominant recers and he wed to win &
Bt of reces |7 was really suciting for me when Gil
won the first IFA4AR Warld Championship in
1985, This was particutarly memorable as he wan
the First main prety easily, bt i the second one
ha had a radio problem and finished last 5o, we
had to put a whale e radio system in the car

Limai's Tkl 2l car - v XXX
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