The Marui Hunter
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mitation, they say, is the sincerest

form of flattery for it's an acknow-
ledgement that the first party has ‘got
it right’. Marui’s mimicry of a notable
style of box top art was therefore pre-
dictable. Under the box lid, however,
much of the Marui Hunter is original.

An injected moulded plastic bathtub
chassis is used, this incorporates the
gearbox at the rear. The nicad is
carried outside the bathtub,

positioned across the chassis, where it

Above, the speed controller with its
two integral ceramic resistors can be
seen mounted on the throttle servo.
Right, the whole chassis showing the
compartment between the servos
which takes the receiver and radio
battery pack.
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can be easily charged without dis-
mantling the car and gets the maxi-
mum cooling effect. The motor — a
Mabuchi 540 — is also all but fully ex-
posed for maximum cooling, being
positioned above and slightly forward
of the gear train.

All the gears, with the exception of
the motor pinion, are moulded from
nylon, the final gear carrying a double
planetary gear differential. Rear wheel
suspension is via a single wishbone
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and the single universal joint is cast
from an aluminium alloy. A single oil-
fillqd suspension unit with adjustable
springing is connected to the
wishbones via bellcranks and connec-
ting links styled like shock absorbers.
All the suspension arms, links and
gearbox casings are moulded from a
glass filled nylon and ‘oiless metal’
bu_shes are used throughout the trans-
mission. These are identical in size to
the bearing bushes found in Tamiya
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kits and no more need be said about a
potential source of ball races.

The front suspension takes the form
of a wishbone carrying the bottom of
the king pin and a single arm support-
ing the top. Unusually, the stub axles
and knuckle arms are able to slip up
and down the king pin, having a light
coil spring to absorb the smaller
bumps. The main suspension springs
are coils that extend diagonally across
the bathtub between inboard exten-
sions to the upper suspension arms
and the opposite lower corner of the

chassis. Each side independently
sprung but there is no damping of any
sort. However, the dimensions of the
springs are such that Tamiya or
Kyosho suspension units (coil-over-
shocks) could be fitted.

A three forward—one reverse speed
mechanical switcher type of speed
control is used and the ‘single seat de-
sert racer’ body shell is a Lexan
moulding. So much for the basic de-
scription, how did it go together.

Section from the instructions (above)
shows the assembly of the front sus-
pension as a module, the photo below
showing the suspension fitted into
the chassis.

The rear wishbones are sprung via
vertical links and bellcranks, the ad-
justable suspension unit lying across
between the bellcrancks as shownin
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On the line

There’'s nothing factory-assembled
about the Hunter, with the exception
of the speed controller. Nevertheless,
construction is very quick and a
weekend’s leisurely work will get the
Hunter on the prowl.

A well illustrated instruction book
helps things flow along and the vari-
ous small parts — nuts, bolts, self tap-
pers — are packed up in small bags
with card labels showing all the relev-
ant components drawn full size.

Construction starts with the assem-
bly of the spring loaded front upper
arms into a one piece suspension
mount which is then bolted into the
chassis. The whole car is designed
with the thought of simple mainte-
nance in mind, much of the steering
and front suspension being quickly

dismountable. The lower wishbone is’

attached to the chassis with a single
long pivot bolt and the king pin
between the outer ends of the suspen-
sion, upon which the stub axles pivot,
are held in place by spring pins. The
servo saver fits directly on the steering
servo and is of the type using a split
plastic ring ‘spring’, whilg the servo is
mounted with bolts to a pair of pillars
which are then fixed to the chassis
with self tapping screws. Most servos
can be used as the mounting has slots
that allow a considerable variation in
size.




Fitting the bodyshell, which s
moulded from Lexan, completes the
assembly and the finished car looks
the part.




