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hallraced, bt is perfectly adequate for the job. 1
.|,|'-.--i1_-\.:i I sreder o fuivee o Kimbiro saver on the sernvo
i well ol b seen in the '|a||-:|!ﬂ|'\. Pl baial]
LRL1114.8 ECHAVE TR WD trosulile d and .|.|I|||_';|-Ih|'l []u
hossis build went according ||'.J:-|,|1.

. et
The Transmission.

[hie trangmizsion went together with no
|1|'::|l||'|||'. beting emddent, the :|_-'.;||.|_1.' assernbled diff
unit-was a mice wonch, whicl could be o real plus
point for Mardave whei it comes o selling the
cur o nesperienced meours, as if the low price
wasn 't enough! The primary gear is intepral with
the steel layshalt, and could be said to be the
reason for the noise that emanates from the
gearbox when the initial runs are undertaken.
This soon disappears after a few packs of cells
have been run through the car, when the gears
have bedded in nicely. The slipper clutch unit is
the essence of simplicity, and allied with the nice
quality spur gear, the whale transmission has
already built & reputation for being free running,
therefore giving good mun times and acceleration.
I very much liked the cover for the gears and
slipper as it was a very elose fit, and it didn’t
distert when the sttchmisnt sorews wern
Higgletened . This nseke b change from te
flimsy items supplied i some of the moee
explnsive competition. Thi o itself is o minor
pisiind wned certaindy won't win races, but showed
that u It of care had been tukon i the
cture, which wies nice to gee

The Shocks.

Thie shock absortsrs supplied in the kit are of
Mardave's own design, anrJ differ from thoss by
ather firms, in thist they are supptied with the wp
cap :5.|I'-P:i|:]:|' in ]1I:1m— on the shock barrel, with the
internals | the ‘o'rings, piston rod etc ) installed
from the bottom, all contained in the lower screw
in phug, this is sealed by an "o ring at the shoulder
of the plug, These units are very simple in design,
and don’t have volume compensating diaphragms
ete, but they seem to work quite adequately. For
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the review kit 1 used Losi Silatech oil in 20w, ac
phiis was pll T hosed o band af 130 40 the morning!
The Instrictions recommend the use of 548, 30
ol Bk, s 10 Dgrpeemed, e dlasnpiog seenined juisd
enongls for the terrain onowhish the Cobra was

1 ¥ 1
ks 1o st s’ stuft

The !;ini#hing
Touches. ;
The ruckios fnstullation
wiks ey, as Lhisee s
room enogh for just
|.1I[".||||I ||.|.|.'| :‘.-IN'[".I'..I‘IL“'.I
reveiver combination
on the market, As can
be seen in the photos,
I used a Futaba 40
mhz recedver and
132H servo, with a
Mosram Dominataor
speed control as
nguxtmh'c] in the
Mardave instructions.
I didn't really go for
the idea of mounting
the servo with dooble
siddet] bupee, much
preterring to s
mauting pallars, bof
a8 none are fupplied 1
went along with the
imstructinns and
didn't experismen any
1r|:|||1|t-j]1|ri||g the
track tests, even
thogh e ciar wait
thronsh o fir
hammisring over some
very large jilrrips' For
motive i.xw-'&-r. &
Twister Signature
Series 27 turm, short
stack standard motor
was used. The
instructions

s "&“‘- . , .
o JE-” " - g !
Py % . r = " -
5 ' - N . b 1 .: L

recamoyend that for a “standard” standand motor

that o238 tooth pindn be wsed, but as the Taistor

18 o short stuck 1 tebed 027 tooth plndon, to get the

macaber b pey peely and pobieve Better doration
Thet borchy shell is mude from some of th




thickest lexan that I have ever had to trim to
shape, and should certainly last a long time. The
shell follows the norm for a 2wd car, and is guite
;JEL'.l:mlg tox the £YE. The method Mlﬂ.{mlrd {and
used) for mounting the shell is that of a clip
through a mounting peg at the front, and a strip
of velero at the rear of the shell behind the
cockpit. My thanks go to Broce trom Trackside
Madels, H.‘;:IIHE‘:.'. for the nicely painted shell used
on the review car ( actually a MK 1 version the
ME 11 -shells have slightly different radii on the
ennved | The wing is again frrmed From the same
thick lexan, and s moumted o the: top of the rear
bulkhesd by two 3rnm self tapping screws anid
washers, This methiod of mounting could resull in
i I'i'l.l]]l.!tl. wingf wfier i hefty cartwheel, but is the
method suppested, o that's what 1 went along
with.

To the Track.

Malvern BMX track wis the venoe for the
Cobra’s test s uod g better dey for tovimg vut
sy i coneben e e bieen axked for! The
surface wus hurd pecked earth, with @ sinattering
of gravel here and there, aswolkas all the jumps
that could he wished for! The bt tvres wires nsed
throughout the mms T had. and wene well up to
thiet surfiee we were driving on, The suspension
s gt up with approcimately 1 degree of
negutive camber fronl kv rear as suggested | the
driveshafts horizontaland the rear of thie cir
slichitly lower than the froot. T did feel thet the
instrections could luwve been more specifi
regarding the setting-up of th \'||-u|}-..-!=l;.-.»|| wicd
Hievwwe tor ke the cir husdle in different ways
Mardive do say in the dnstriections that it s
inlemded for relatively experienced vacers, T, us
1?1.-‘5:.—“&- i om u par-with the werage beginners
madel, | think that cutright novees might well g0
for the Cobra as their first ear, Risht from the
first mimte: 1 felt reallvut lome with the car, and
epon reatised that it was very stable over the
Jrumips aned ruts whillst giving poad response to the
stewring. The turn in wis very positive, but while
the e was actually in the comers it held the
chosen line well. 1t was partienlurdy. goad sronnd
i Fnst brairpin, the appirasch wias Oag ont-haviog
landed off a 3t jump (1), and with a quick dab at
[]'l:_-l]:vl';l.kl—_ﬂ it ';';'l,:-ll]d ”l:_]-c ||i|._'|—|:i. 11141] []lq- COrmet
then, with a quick application of opposite lock,
could be powered round the corner in a similar
fashion to a 4wd car. The stability was amazing!
The Cobra c'nlwd well with the large jumps at the
BMX track, and flew very well indeed with the
usual blip of the throttle as it left the ground! The
damping was fine for the ruts and bumps, but
Jh'l‘l'lil.Flb a ]u_g]wr ratesd wil, and more ride height
wiild have been more suitable, considering the
abuse the Cobra was receiving when landing off
the YUITps Not a single COROTETL faailed

while it was being thrashed to within an inch of
its young life, dispelling what fears I had
regarding the dimensions of some of the
components in the suspension,

The impression T gained from my first few
drives with the car, was that it is really very good
am the track in the handling department and,
Ilr'ijﬂ'hﬂ the lack of .-U|:||i.~'tn':atml titaninm parts
ete, is a good, strong little beast that warrants a
close look if competing in 2wd is the aim. It
literally can't he heaten on price at the present,
and with the spares being so reasonably priced
(fromt tyres 24,060 [rair, wheels 80p each, spur gedr
EL0G and complete shpper cluteh for £3.45), the
Colyra is 0 very uttroctive proposition indeed, and
oets a ‘perommmended From vanrs trulv]

Mutafiotined and distibuted by Mardave BA
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