Losi foam hodyshell protector and the neat
hodymounts

s most of you out there in
Race Car land will no doubt
know Team LOSI have an
almost enviable reputation
for building World class Off-
road racing cars, 2wd
Buggies, Trucks, and latterly:
with the arrival of the XX4,
vd Buggy. Until now they have never built
ymplete On-road Race Cax, well this has all
nged with the car we haye to review.
- With the arrival of Team Losi's XX4 a new
‘standard’ for the design of 4wd Off-road cars
has been created, with its unique three belt
drive system, front mounted motor, rear nicad
position and high tech moulded tub chassis.
o On first viewing, and just like the UK's own
. Tenth Technology Predator, it really didn't take
@ a clairvoyant to see that this set of mechanic’s
@ Vould be ideally suited for the only real
. growth area at present in our sport, a Scale
® o Saloon race car, it wasiall just a question of
time, enter the Street Weapon. But first a little

story.

'. ‘Once upon a
'ume

. * Al the way through ‘96 it was an open secret
® that Team Losi had built and were testing a
4wd Off-road race car. The only real secret
being when, or at the time, if, they would
. ® .actually go into production with the cax, ‘Pop’

b,."

Cheris=

Losi stating then that they would only release
such a car if they really had a winner on their
hands. Rumours were rife of radical new lay-
outs, nicad positions and drive systems. After
some fairly entertaining denials by the UK's
Losi distributor, Helger Racing, the first of the
XX4 prototypes appeared at that years 0ff-road
Euro’ s held in France, there’ s nothing like
taking the bull by the horns is there! The
rumours did in fact appear to be true.

The XX4 was radically new, although kept
from the many prying eyes, it was all there,
three belts, front mounted motor the whole
ball of wax. First time out it came very close to
taking the Euro title, in front of some very
stiff competition from all the 4wd regulars, so

the great deal of time taken by Team Losi with

the development of the XX4 had indeed paid
off.

At the time a lot of people were surprise
just how good the XX4 was, Losi having
built 2wd cars up too that point, ha
Well it would appear that a great
them had indeed forgotten that
several years earlier been the
contact with a then fledglin
one Team Yokomo. Str
name from somewhex

ries being

BEealkin

driving skills, prior to Team ASSOCIATED
over as the'US works team. Also ‘juni
that time racing a 4wd (note 4WD)
Quattro 1:8th scale gas racer, fiti

great deal of Team Losi add o

notable amount of success

when Losi finally went i

their own range of Off:

to-head with Team

they would be a

nicad position, the bottom half of the sealed
belt channel, which also doubles up as a stiff-
ening web and the locations for the twin bell-
crank steering system.

At each end of the tub a ball-diff is located,
these are of the same basic design used in all
Losi cars. Both have composite outdrives and a
minimum of components, to keep their weight
down. It was nice to see one-piece thrust races
being used, no fiddly building or lost balls! The
main drive balls are of tungsten carbide mater-
ial, so they will be very smooth in operation,
and maintenance will be kept to a minimum,
provided you keep the diffs adjusted correctly.
This is very handy as once the Street Weapon
is built a major strip down will be required to

get to the diffs. The only really bad point of
the car.

On top of the diffs, layshafts, belts ete.,
two piece moulding seals the total drive
anism from alien bodies and gives a mo;
point for the front suspension and me
mount. Whilst talking about th
must mention the adjustable
unit fitted on the STW. On th
shaft/spur gear assembly
device, built into the

the ratchet more o;
passed to the froi

allraces. Losi pattem hex dnves ccmnect to

~ the wheels. These he:

1y stylish shell justice. Al the Sul
neatly bag together with all requ
teners ete., no great piles £ bi
. hunting that screw
The instructi




The rear wing didn't quite halance tlie tlownforce
created hy the flat front of the Honda

4 The yellow cover allows a visual check of the year
(| mesh. Note the Trinity motor clamp and heatsink

Trinity ‘blue’ assortment. The
d save the odd few gr

or you intend to
ake certain that

elp to keep the motor

should also be used during
both front and rear drive
t for that added security. When
ampers add a little gear grease
his will help them to bed in, also
1all length of the four dampers is
en they are built, a vernier or

- enough to give
d also be wise to

otor wires, or if you use one
hort to the chassis as well,
of insulating rubber could be
assis below the motor can.
it range of radio gear can be fit-
, a mini radio receiver really is a
I used a KO one, also a KO Fet

troller, which does look a little lost
assis.
ther than gluing together the state of
soft moulded tyre insert, and mounting
hie tyres with super glue, painting and sticker-
the bodyshell. A little note here, the Losi
icker sheet although a little on the bright
ide is one of the best I have came across and
llong with the pre-cut masking sheet makes it

' very simple to get a great looking car. And

that's just about it for the build, a walk in the
park really.

Tune Ability

In kit form the STW has pretty much the
standard range of adjustments available, cam-
ber, front tracking, ride height, shock position,
camber link position.

Although Team Losi suggest the car is pretty
much set-up straight from the box, 0K maybe
for the dust of California though, but not I
suspect for the good old damp UK. Just from
bouncing the car on the work bench I think
the kit Silver front springs are a little too firm,
probably ideal in very high grip conditions.
Most STW's I've seen running so far seem to
cement this belief, so I fitted the softer yi
rear springs to the front as well. :

The only other extra tuning aids be
front drive ratchet and some 2°
wedges, both can be used to gi
steering. Last we have the t1
to the dampers, these can |
how the car performs, e
tracks, I do think th

' Scale Saloon. Both front and rear Roll Centres

are set very low, effectively this will restrict
the amount of chassis roll, and thus weight
transfer. This should make the car very respon-
sive to drive, but may lack overall grip, this
may be why Team Losi recommend you build
the car with full time 4wd, so that's how I
built the review car, also at this time of year
i.e. Winter, grip can be a very hard commodity
to find. :

In the depths of both Team LOSI's and
Trinity s catalogues can be discovered several
more tuning aids, roll bars, springs, rear
mounting blocks etc., none are very expensive,
but all will be very useful. ,

Finally you have the mind blowing ranges of
rubber tyres, from so many after market sup-
pliers.

How fast is it
°
mister?

Prior to the track test I ran through Losi's
final check list, setting up the car as I wen
Adjusting the diffs couldn't have been mac
any simpler, being able to lock the t
sion and having an external adjus
screw in the outdrives, has beer
thought out, 10/10 Losi. Alsi
track test, with thanks to
Helger Racing, a Mega bo
goodies arrived, the

Trinity motor (12D
nicads, there goe

the grove. Finally, just before the weather
broke I fitted a Trinity Touring car wing. That
was it, the car was nailed, round the high
speed banking I could just hold full throttle all
the way round, then pile on the four wheel
brakes, to get round the next right/left com-
plex. But now it was howling cats and dogs,
time for home.

After the first test I felt that all through the
STW had performed well, I hadn't really
scratched the surface of its capabilities. Enter
DMS, while ordering some spare wheels for the
car, Darren Boyle told me that the team drivers
had found that by adding a small amount of
rear toe-in the car could be transformed.
Fitting a mixture of XXCR rear blocks and hubs,
1 degree of toe-in could be created. Parts
ordered, wait for the postman.

Three Days
later...

The rear ‘Toe’ conversion kit cox
degree in-board mounting blo
1/2 degree rear hub carriers
right hub carrier on the
and then the in-boar
toe-in per wheel,

Team Losi have created quite a car
Street Weapon, using the base mec
the XX4 every thing is of the hig
materials, design and speed. I
really looks the part, all th

out it really is a total
results are happeniz
team drivers Davi
and at club le

Rear Toe Settings

Quick Spec

4WD. Stiffezel Moulded Tub Chassis. Triple
Belt Drive. Fully Ballraced. Adjustable Front
Drive. Twin Ball Diffs. Sealed Drive System.
Saddle Pack Nicads. Front Mounted Motor. Alloy
Motor Mount. Independent Suspension All ‘
Round. Alloy 0il Filled Shock Absorbers. U/J
Drive Shafts. Treaded Tyres. Honda Accord
Bodyshell.

Testers Kit
Transmitter: KO Vantage Esprit II
Receiver: KO Vantage 40 meg Mini
Servo: KO 1006
Speed Controller: MRT VFX
Nicads: Trinity 2000
Motor: Trinity D3
Charger: KO Bx 212 Advance
Paint: Custom Colour Pearl

White/Solid White

Likes:

Adjustable Front One-way clicker
Low Drag Ballraces :
Simple Diff adjustment

One Piece Thrust Races
Sealed Drive Train

U/J Drive Shafts

Rear Body Mounts

Moulded Foam Tyre Inserts
Foam Body Shell Protectors
Engineering

Quality

Strength

It's Simply Too Fast.

| Dislikes:

Drive Train/Spur Gear Access

Damper Spring Clamps

No Rear drive Belt Adjustment Left After
Build

No Servo Saver Included

Total Angle (Deg.) Inboard Block

02 STW Kit
19 3° XX CR
22 STW Kit
4 3° XX CR
52 STW Kit
6° 3° XX CR
8° 3° XX CR

Hub Carrier

Use for Grip Level

STW Kit High Grip
2.5° XX (9805) Reversed Medium
1° STW (9806) Normal
1° STW (9806) Reversed Low

2.5° XX Low

STW Kit Very Low
1° STW (9806)

Un-drivable?

Note that 5/6° will give greatly reduced top speeds, 1 - 2° should be normal range of operation.




