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Front
suspension with
two shocks per corner.

Those large wheels
and tyres, AWESOME!
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ommend that younger-

val of material from the front
sion hubs (this is required
s come from another model). All
on components are made from a
ff plastic, which makes the job quite
After experimenting I found that the
was to use some good quality wire
cutters and then carefully finish off with a good
modellers knife. This operation is necessary, as
otherwise the wheels would jam on the uprights.
With the suspension arms and shock-absorbers
mounted to the gear-boxes you should have a
complete front and rear end. The only other add-
on is a large tie bar to mount the rear gear-box to
the chassis. This stops any flex under-
acceleration. At the front there are steering
blocks cast from aluminium, which are located by
plastic caster blocks

With this being a four-wheel drive truck the
centre diff is used to send power front to rear, via
more dog-bone drive shafts. This diff has a main
drive gear and a huge ventilated disc brake which
has some sort of friction material stuck to it. This
system has two pads which are operated by a cam
and lever. Also mounted to the 3mm chassis is a
counter or idler gear which needs to be adjusted
to give the correct mesh between the clutch
pinion and the main gear of the centre diff.
Alternative gear ratios are also available. With the
front and rear gear-boxes mounted you almost
have a complete rolling chassis, which looks very
strong.

Steering

The steering system consists of two “posts” one
with an idle lever the other- with a pre-built
servo-saver, with a large heavy-duty spring. These
are joined by a centre drag link. All the linkages
need to be built to the given measurements, and
the steering links need to be bent to clear the
wheels. Once this is done it produces a smooth,
slop-free steering system.

Engine

The engine is Kyoshos own .21 complete with
pull-start. This has a two-shoe centrifugal clutch,
aluminium flywheel, and a slide carburettor. A
large plastic tuned-pipe exhaust is supplied in the
kit , this has to be fitted to the manifold with a 90
deg silicon ‘joiner”. The complete unit is then
bolted to the chassis using threadlock, this is to
reduce the chance of the engine vibrations
“loosening” the mounting bolts.. Next to be is the
fuel tank, a large quick-fill type, you will need to
fit a fuel filter as none is supplied with the kit.

Radio Installation

The throttle sexrvo bolts too servo mount placed

receiver and battery pack are mounted to a small
radio plate, which can be removed by undoing 4
screws. 1 fitted two KO PS 201 servos, which are
standard type servos. The receiver and battery

ing the KO heavy Duty Servo horns. pack are tie-wrapped to the plate. Then the
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just in front of the fuel tank. The steering servo.

The completed rolling chassis.

receiver-switch bolts on, near the steering servo,
but under the servo horn. Which does makes
switching on and off a bit awkward. Next step is
to set-up the linkages these are supplied but
servo-horns are not. I chose to use the large KO
ones. The round one can be drilled where
required and used for the throttle/brake, the pre-
formed links have to be fitted at 90 degrees to
one another. A single pushrod from the steering
servo goes forward to the right hand “bellcrank”.
This completes the chassis build.

Finishing Off

The final touches to this kit are the ones which
really make the truck stand out. This means the
wheels and tyres and off course all the “chrome”
bits, like the roll-hoop, bumpers, the dummy
carbs etc. Painting the shell could not have been
easier, the shell comes covered with a clear
plastic film, which can be drawn on, which makes
masking off a real doodle. Once painted and
decalled, and all the chrome is added, you have a
really “awesome” looking model. A real crowd
puller.

Start-Up

After setting the jets as described in the engine
manual, fuel was put in the tank. After a few pulls
on the cord to prime the engine, I attached the
glow-lead, one more pull and the engine burst
into life, T was well impressed. For 3 tanks of fuel
I gently ran the engine in with a rich mixture. By
the end of this you could hear the engine was
running much freer. T gradually weakened the
mixture but the engine stopped. I checked it out
and found the glow plug had blown - conclusion-
mixture too weak. I put in a new glow plug set
the mixture richer again and was now ready for- a
“trash” test. Although I initially ran on 10%
synthetic nitro fuel, I later tried 16% which gave
a better tick-over and more power.

Rough Time

After being banned from using the garden
rockery as a testing ground I set off to the local
diss-used railway embankment. Although
geared with a very low ratio (23 tol) the truck
still had quite a quick top speed. To show it
off at its best you need to demonstrate the
pulling power. I look around and came up
with a slope, which was nearly vertical, and
about 50ft high, even V8 Landrovers have
failed the climb. I set off upwards and could
even stop the truck half way, hold it on its
brake and t e to full power. Tt just
carried on
the ste
Absolutg
3ft it

U/] And Dog Bone Driveshafts.

Chrome Wheels And Paddle Tyres

4wd. Shaft Drive. Triple Gear Diffs. Part Ball-raced Part Bushed.

Alloy Chassis With Tie-Bar Stiffeners. .21 Pullstart Engine. Centrifugal Clutch.
Independent Suspension. Double Wishbone. 8 Oil Filled Dampers.

on. T tried without success to tip it over but its
width made it very stable. Full speed braking,
just dips the nose and the rear wheels just leave
the ground, very spectacular !

Nothing stops this truck from performing, even
my old Escort Cosworth, felt the weight.

Conclusion

§

Although aimed at a specific market th‘g\% .S.A.
1 is a realistic replica capable of taking a lot of
punishment and providing lots and lots of fun for
the driver. I did use a standard steering servo
which did the job adequately but I suspect Woﬁl]d
not lasted very long. As recommended in the
kit, a high torque servo would be a better
bet. If your looking for a pure fun
R/C vehicle, which will do just
about anything then look no
further.

Available from most
good model shops.
rrp £449.99

The GS 21 motor. A very substantial
pull-start mechanism.




