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Kyosheo Super 10 Subaru

Review

efore I start this review proper, I
feel a few words of introduction
would not go amiss. I have been
flying model helicopters for more
years than I care to remember
and have been a regular contrib-
utor to Model Helicopter World
for about two years, ever since
the editor, JT, coerced me into writing for them.
So how come a chopper jockey is reviewing a
model car? I hear you ask. Well it was around
Christmas time, when JT and
myself were messing around with a
couple of cars because the weather
was too bad to go flying. It was
during this time, that I mentioned
that this was extremely good fun,
and I would not mind having a
play with a car at some time in
the future. My seven year old son
James, also thought this was a
very good idea. I must confess to
being somewhat surprised when a
large box turned up on my door step one
evening which contained the Kyosho Impreza. So
that is how come I ended up reviewing a model
car, so lets get started.
(Retribution for helping me try to fly a
Helicopter Richard! Ed’)

First
Impressions

The kit is presented in Kyosho’s own very pro-
fessional manner packaged exactly as we have
come to expect, with a photograph of the fin-
ished model on the box lid. Inside the box, the
pre-assembled chassis is anchored with tie wraps,
so that it cannot roll around and damage any
other components. All small items requiring
assembly are sealed in plastic bags and stored in
a box to one side of the chassis, with the body
shell placed over the chassis. The instructions
and decals contained in a plastic bag, are placed
on top of everything else. As I have mentioned
the chassis comes ready assembled with the
engine, transmission, and steering all ready so
all that remains, is the suspension, body mount-
ing points, the installation of the radio equip-
ment and the finishing of the body shell.

Before getting on to the small amount of
assembly that is required, a word or two about
the car. Power is provided by Kyosho's own 0.12
size engine, complete with recoil starter, driving
the rear wheels via a twin shoe centrifugal
clutch, through a primary reduction, and
through a second reduction in the differential.
This compact little power and drive assembly, is
mounted on to a composite chassis, with the
wheels mounted on independent suspension
front and rear. All in all a robust little package,
that has become common to most of the cars in
this size range
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Putting It
Together

The first stage in the as:
to install the radio; first
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The servo is mounted using self-tapping screws
and cushioned from any vibration using the rub-
ber grommets supplied with the radio equip-
ment. I was surprised to see that the brass fer-
ules supplied with the servo were not made use
of, as these are intended to ensure the rubber
grommets are not over compressed and therefore
work as they are intended. The other surprising
thing was to find that the steering servo, as well
as not using the ferules, was only secured using
two of the four mountings points available.
These practices would be frowned upon in heli-
copter circles, although I am assured that it is
fine on this type of car. A servo saver is incorpo-
rated in the front of the chassis, and as I have
little experience of model cars, as they are these
days I continued as stated in the instructions
bowing to Kyosho's experience in this field. The
battery box was fitted into the mounting provid-
€d and the receiver attached on top of it, using
the double sided tape provided. The on/off
switch was also fitted into the place provided in
the chassis. Care will have to be taken when fill-
ing the fuel tank, as it would be all to easy to
give the receiver a liberal coating of fuel, so
maybe a protective cover of some sort would not
go a miss.

shocks The most awkward stage in bul dmg up
the shock absorbers, was fitting the ‘C’ clips,
which retain the pistons to their rods. Kyosho
supply a couple of extra ‘C’ clips, so if one

springs off never to be seen again, all is not lost.

Care must be taken not to damage the rods onto
which the pistons have been attached, when the
ball joint ends are screwed onto them, as this
will also cause the shock absorber to leak. You
are advised to wrap the rod with cloth before
gripping it with pliers. This seems to work quite
well, although care must be taken not to grip
the rod too tightly with the pliers. Now for the
messy bit, filling the shocks with oil. Ensure the
oil is poured slowly so as to avoid air being
trapped in it. This takes a little time and you
will find plenty of oil is supplied.

With the four shock absorbers now assembled,
it is time to fit the springs. The silver ones are
for the rear and the black ones for the front. It
is possible to adjust the amount of tension on
the springs by inserting plastic spacers, which
are supplied. I decided to add the smallest pair
of spacers to the rear units, but nothing to the
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bly of the body mounting clip and br
This is straight forward enough, although I did
find it necessary to lower the front body mount-

ing clips one position from where it was suggest-

ed in the instructions. This may just be a matter
of taste and would be better left until you fit
your own shell

Bod;/l Building

Moving swiftly on to the body shell. This is
where the majority of time building this car is
taken. The shell itself is of a clear plastic mater-
ial and is covered with a protective plastic film;

- this should remain in place until after the shell

has been painted. Cut the excess material from
around the body carefully using sharp snips or
scissors. I used an extremely sharp. scalpel in
some places and finished off the cut edges, with
a very smooth file, drawn carefully along the
edges, making sure not to apply too much pres-

- sure. At this point in time, I did not cut out the

side windows as indicated in the instructions
The necessary holes were then drilled in the
shell. Their positions being moulded into the
shell by small dimples in the body surface. With
the body now cut out and all holes drilled, I
washed it thoroughly in warm soapy water, to
ensure any mould release agents had been
removed. I then applied the pre-cut window
masks on the inside of the body. You may find
it necessary to make up a solution of water and
washing up liquid at a ratio of about 30:1. By
coating the win-
dows with

; washmg up liquid and water to allow some
_ movement of the decals once they are in contact

with the body. Soft paper towels were used, to
remove excess solution and smooth out any air
bubbles. The application of the decals takes
much longer than you think, but the finished
result is well worth the effort. The only thing
left to do now, is to bolt on the accessories like
wing mirrors, aerial, and windscreen wipers. Now
fit the body onto the chassis and make any
adjustments to the body mounting points which
you think fit. Once this has been done you are
ready to go and have some fun.

Fun Time
With the radio equipment fully charged, it was
off to a quiet car park to see how the little

Impreza would go. The tank was filled and the
engine pulled over a few times to get some fuel

through. The glow was connected and after a
few more pulls, the little engine burst into life.
As this was the first time the engine had been
started, I decided to just run the chassis around
for a while to bed things in a bit. The next time
the tank was filled and the engine started, a
camera was produced, so it was now time to fit
the body. The car was run up and down for the
necessary photographs. Once these had all been
taken it was time to have some fun. The Impreza
has a fair turn of speed and can be cornered at
full throttle without fear of turning over, on
smooth tarmac. I would estimate the top speed
to be around twenty miles an hour, although
this may well increase once the engine beds in a
bit. The silencer is remarkably effective and the
car is not noisy, allowing it to be run almost

_ anywhere, without attracting too much atten-

tion. The brake is fairly efficient, slowing the car

. quite quickly, although it has not got the power

0 lock the wheels too easily. The car is not suit-
ed to running over rough terrain, or grass,
although you can manage some reasonable slides
on wet surfaces.

Conclusions

I am very pleased with the way this model
has turned out. It looks the part. Everyone who
has seen this model has remarked how good it
looks. Whether this is due to the colour
scheme, or because they can relate to the ral-
lies it has taken part in, I do not know, but the
reaction is very pleasing and makes the work
that went into finishing the body shell well
worth while. The engine is a real little gem,
proving itself to be very reliable and easy to
handle. It is proving to have more than ade-
quate power for this model. This car is no
doubt aimed at the beginners end of the mar-
ket and to that end, it meets all the require-
ments, with an easily understood instruction
manual, accompanied by a good assembly draw-
ing, providing all the component numbers
should any spares be required. My reservations
about the way the servos are mounted, seem to
be without foundation, as all is still working
perfectly. I have however had a track rod end
come adrift whilst running the car. It would
appear that these may be sacrificial, should you
end up colliding with an immovable object. All
in all this little car makes an ideal introduction
to the world,of radio controlled model cars. Nice
one Kyosho. RRCi
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