Model Cars lets Lewis Eckett
loose with an F40!
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saw my Dad the other “There's still time, son,” ‘Ferrari experience’ when |
day (yes, really!) and he said before adding “but  sneaked onto the stand at
pretty soon we got onto | had a go in one the other the Motor Show one year. |
the usual subject of our  day.” told the man at the gate |
all-time favourite cars. | “What! actually driving,” |  was a photographer for
reminded him (yet again) said. Performance Car,
how he had told me when | “Well, erm, um no — only  amazingly he let me in and
was a mere nipper that one  as a passenger,” he | wondered around for a
day he would buy himself a  answered. while until making a bee-
Ferrari — when he had Still I had to admit this line for the Testarossa.
become a millionaire. was better than my own | crawled inside and got

comfortable, put my foot on
the clutch, pushed the gear
lever into Top and then
floored the accelerator. For
a moment, just one perfect
moment of sheer fantasy, |
was doing 170mph down
the Tring bypass. There |
was, waving at boy-racers
in their Escorts and burning
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up Golf GTI's until . . . | felt
the heavy hand of authority.

“Got a press card,” said
the rather largish security
guard. | mumbled
something

g
d like a dust cart and
arbox sounded as if it
Iifg in.c JCB.”

d.
)" he replied, “but |
ery minute of it.”

S
ad and | are not
having a ‘thing’
raris, not by any
're just like a lot
we can't afford
n't stop any of
ming of owning

(I even sent

for Christmas
somehow a pla
model of my fa
didn't seem quite

Basically, none o
moved.

Sure you could push
around the living room
making vroom, vroom
noises, but this is a bit
embarrassing when you
look round to find the wife
and kids giving you that
‘funny’ look.

So the answer was
obviously radio control —
still not as good as the real
thing of course, but |
haven't made my first
million yet. Radio control
Ferrari models unfortunately
have been few and far
between, mostly it has been
a case of fitting a lexan
bodyshell to a standard
chassis.

German manufacturers,
Robbe bought out a R/C

MAY 1990

over — this gives

The bumper on the
doesn’t protr :

The standard Kyosho 48dp gears are used = nofe neat
centres fo cover nufs on wheels!

scale model but this didn't
really have enough go
about it to justify the badge.
Sooner or later, | thought
someone like Kyosho or

have got left over now
the Lazer has taken ov
the company’s Compe
4WD buggy.

So immediately we
one better than the b
Maranello because 1
Kyosho car is four-wh
drive — hal

Anyone who has
Optima will be com
familiar with the F4
mechanics. The only
differences are th

nt on the main
. This is supposed
ripping gear teeth
ar is stopped
enly with the motor still
ng. In reality the
slipper is a waste of time
because all it does it grind
away the plastic of the main
gear, which in turn means
you have to keep adjusting
it. The best thing to do
straight away is to lock it up
solid and pretend it doesn't
exist.

The dampers are the
same, smaller than normal,
size all round and are
oil-filled. Also there doesn’t
seem to be any method
provided for adjusting the
spring rate — perhaps it isn't
necessary. If you did want
to fiddle about it though, it
would be pretty simple to
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| Above: Speed controller is included. Right: Neat
; treaded tyres. Below: Controller resistor sits high on
the chassis.
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find some washers the right
size.

To get the ride height of
the F40 right the dampers
are fitted to different
mounts. The lower
suspension wishbones also
feature extra mounting
holes for you to make
further adjustments. Even
though the dampers are
smaller, there is still plenty
of suspension movement
which should in turn mean
that the F40 won't have to
be driven on an absolutely
flat surface. |

The tyres also lower the
car's ride height. The tread
pattern is a sort of chevron
and it is important to read
the instructions to make sure
you fit them so they are
round the right way.
Although the F40 is 4WD it
will be interesting to see
how the tyres grip on
smooth tarmac and
concrete. On smoothish,
dusty surfaces the results
could be very exciting — |
can just imagine long four
wheel drifts round the
corners.

In fact at the back of the
instruction booklet there is a
diagram of an oval circuit
and a drawing of an ‘oval
battery’ pack. This is only
7.2 volts unfortunately
(seven or even eight cells
would be better than six)
but the pack layout looks as
if it is designed for oval
racing.

Finally, the bodyshell. This
is a fairly reasonable

Above left: Optima shock
bracket is used to hold
not only dampers but
bodyshell. Left: Alloy
chassis allows for both
stick or saddle pack cells.

RADIO CONTROL MODEL CARS

representation of a Ferrari
F40, particularly as Kyosho
have had to make it fit onto
a 1/10th scale buggy
chassis. Because Ferrari’s
are so wide at the back (you
have to be careful through
the odd width restriction
apparently) they almost
appear arrow shaped. For
some reason this is even
further exaggerated on a
model and looks slightly
strange.

To retain the smooth flow
of the bonnet, the bodyshell
clips on at the front from
inside. At the rear the body
mounts are spring loaded to

. allow the body to float up

and down and not catch on
the ground as the
suspension is depressed.

So there you have it, the
next best thing to a real
Ferrarri, unless you can
afford to go down to
Harrods and buy one of
those really expensive
pedal car versions (but
really, you won't half look a
wholly going down the
shops in thatl).

With Optima mechanics
and 4WD the F40 will go as
well as it looks, or should do
at least. A couple of issues
ago RCMC bought you
details of the new electric
Rallycross racing formula,
now what about a Ferrari
for that. Of if you like a
Nissan Skyline GT-R
because Kyosho have also
bought this out to.

Of course you should
have realised by now that if
you go down the model
shop, buy the dampers,
mounts, wheels, tyres and
bodyshell you can then
drag the old Optima out of
the cupboard and have
yourself a Ferrari for even
less money!
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