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JOHN VARLEY reviews
the new, innovative
2WD Cosmo from
Kyosho

ike all of the major model car kit

manufacturers, Kyosho have .an on
going development programme for new
kits with many innovative ideas.

The latest edition to their range, the
Cosmo, offers a relatively simple design for
the novice builder, coupled with two wheel
drive for ease of maintenance and a
centrifugal clutch introduced into the drive
system to help make driving the Cosmo a
progressive, easy affair.

The Cosmo kit is aimed at the first time
buyer, produced with Kyosho's usual
excellent quality, giving great value for
money.

All the requirements for off-road driving
are included in the kit, commencing with a
strong, one piece, bath tub moulded chas-
sis with a fold down aperture in the base of
the moulding, for the removal and replace-
ment of battery packs.

Suspension

The front independant suspension is built
up around a two-piece moulded nose sec-
tion and attached to the main chassis with
four self tapping screws. The front suspen-
sion and steering can be built up as a sep-
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é% Above and left, exploded view of the clutch components
g comes in very handy during the assembly stages, it is

vitally important that this step of construction is correct.

erate unit, prior to being offered up to the

rest of the car and comprises lower &)
wishbones, with upper links. The pivot

points on both parts being

produced as part of the \
moulding, offering strength \ ﬁ
and simplicity for long life. < i
Ball joint pivots, which screw [}

into the steering arms, are (v
neatly held captive with | @
a thin metal plate and three :
screws, when fitted into both top

and bottom suspension arms.

Unlike the cheaper Kyosho Pegasus kit,
which preceded the Cosmo, proper coil
over oil filled shock absorbers are supplied
with gold anodised shock body, chrome
plated springs and red moulded nylon cups
and spring tension adjusters, the shock ab-
sorbers add greatly to the cars
aesthetic appeal, especially to
youngsters looking for something
to impress their friends with.

The front of the car, is completed
with a bolt on nylon, full width
bumper, white nylon hubs g
moulded in one piece with rib-

bed semi-pneumatic tyres.

Two views of the new
Cosmo. Left shows the well
protected rear end and right
the bathtub chassis with

speed controller fitted.

Radio Race Car, July 1987

The Noisy End

With the Cosmo being designed in two
wheel drive guise, all of the important
engineering is contained at the rear.

Suspension is via swinging arm with
damping contained by identical shock ab-
sorbers to those at the front.

The gearbox comprises a centrally split
housing, containing the now conventional
nylon bevel differential. This gearbox can
be ball raced at a later date, as and when
the kit supplied nylon bushes become
worn.

In order for the beginner to acclimatize
themselves with the cars handling, Kyosho
have taken the idea of the centrifugal clutch
from Vs scale I.C. cars and introduced it into
the drive system of the Cosmo.

The normal motor pinion is replaced by a
pinion with an aluminium bell housing
attached. A steel shaft passes through the
centre of the clutch and is attached to an
alloy end plate. Into the end plate is
screwed three small machine screws, act-
ing as pivots for the three section nylon
shoes.

Upon application of power to the motor,
the clutch shoes will open centrifugally and
engage upon the bell housing, giving very
progressive acceleration, especially
when driving an loose ground.

This new system of drive
should give easier handling,
longer running fime and
help prolong the effective life
of the motor. With the
gearbox attached to the main
chassis, the rear of she caris
completed by fitting a nylon cage
to protect the motor from damage
when hit from the rear.

iant dogbones complete with vanes instead of pins
re used. This stops them parting company with the

ar in the event of a crash.
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Included in the kit is a resistor style
speed controller, complete with wiring
harness and plugs for motor, receiver and
batteries.

A high quality lexan body comes with the
kit, complete with decal sheet to give that
professional finish to your car, and last but
by no means least, you are supplied with a
Mabuchi 540 motor.

eft the battery compartment
eeps everything dry and
lean. Right the full width
ylon bumper protects the
front suspension from any

rontal collisions.

securely your battery pack is containe

Conclusion
In conclusion, the Kyosho Cosmo is a real
quality beginners kit, falling neatly
between the two wheel drive Pegasus and
the excellent four wheel drive Optima.
Everything is well thought out but simple
in design and concept. Genuine indepen-
dent suspension all round with a strong
robust gearbox, and neat drive-system. It is
pleasing to the eye, without being too
futuristic in shape, as many of the new kits
appear to be nowadays.

The chassis has enough available space
provided to easily fit any make of modern
radio, with complete protectlon from the
elements.

Imported by Ripmax and available from
most local hobby shops. Price £85.00.

Say you read about |t in Radio Race Car
Magazine.

COLCHESTER MODEL CARS
12—-15 Burilington Road, Colchester
Tel: 0206 563474. Evenings 0206 271937
MAIL ORDER AND TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

Large selection of car kits available
Ballraces * Tamiya: large £1.00 ea. * small £1.50 ea.
Ba/lrce Kits * Optima £14.95 * Rocky £16.95

BAGNALLS MODELS

18 SALTER ST. WOLVERHAMPTON ST.
STAFFORD. WALSALL

Tel. (0785) 223349 Tel. 0922 23984
Closed Wednesday Closed Thursday
Mail Order to Stafford only
CHEAP DEAL PRICES — YES
CHEAP QUALITY — NO

All deals include Acoms Radio & Slow Charger,
Tamiya Battery Pack — Only the Best
Kit Price Deal Price
. £48.95 £108.45
. £56.45 £109.95
.. £58.95 £118.95
- £129.45 £199.95
... £126.45 £204.95
wee £84.45 £144.95
e £109.95 £159.95
MONSTER BEETLE e £79.45 £142.95
BLACKFOOT ...s:.. E....... £79.95 £142.95
ALSO KYOSHO CAR DEALS — RING FOR DETAILS
Tamtech Porsche/Lancia Deal Price ...... £122.95
Acoms Radio Standard £39.95 ....... BEC £49.95
Dual Charge/Discharge Motor Tester ..... £24.95
Untimed Fast Charger £4.95
Clgar Socket Converter £2.95
Mabuchl RS540S Motor — ONLY ..icsssssseass £5.95
Callers Welcome. Expert Advice backed by over
50 yrs in the model trade.
Post, Packing & Insurance £2.50 on deals, £2.00
on kits & radio, £1.00 on accessories.

C olchester Marquee Stand H5
Big discounts and special offers for visitors

HORNET ...cocncmmmnnnnsnnnd to the show

STRIKER

FALCON .....convemnnnnnnfin
BIGWIG 7.2 volt .....
PORSCHE ....cccncaunnns
BOOMERANG ..couoousfih
HOTSHOT .cccossannss

P.S. HOBBIES & MODELS

32 Castle Road, Scarborough Tel: 377020

SCARBOROUGH'S PREMIER BUGGY SHOP

Backing Britain with the BEST of BRITISH PB, MINI| MUSTANG
Forthe COMPLETE range of kits & FULL spares Compliment
New Kits In Stock include Tam Tech, Salute & Ninja
Stockists of Parma Products Motors, Controllers, Bodies,
Armatures, Accessories.

When you’re in a mess ring P&S Bringing you the BEST of
the NEW & Stocking Spares for the Old to keep you on the road.
Full range of Futaba Radio Spares, Servo’s, Radio’s, Controllers
Acoms Radio, Servo’s Receivers always in stock. Latest batch
of Sanyo Nicads just in all Matched
Trinity Motors back in, Mods & Std.

Send 50p & Large SAE for lists
MAIL ORDER SPARES HOTLINE OPEN FROM 8am—10pm
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK ALL CALLS TAKEN PERSONALLY
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