[ Track Test

AFTER A QLNCK glance at the box lid
ol the "Hormel' kit you could be
fargivan for thinking that this lates
141080 elactric buggy from Tamiva is &
‘Grasghopper with a different
bodyshall on However, you wolld be
Wrong;

Although the ‘Hormet' Incorporates
masl of the components of the
‘Grasshopper Kit, subile modificetions
have heden carried cut to mprove an
the originel design. The majority of
these changes ane 1o tha rear

parsion system which theoréiically
mprove tnetransmission af ke power
o the ground by rl:a-:_il,lq;ing the
tendency althe rear end 1o hop abowt
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pelarmanos,

Other obvious changes include a 540
size molor, speed controllar to suit
and clear polycarbonate bodyshell,

It's interesting to debale just what
Tamiya's policy of kit production 1a, as
the changes made to the 'Hornet” ara
5o fundameantal that it is difficult to see
why they werg not incorporated inthe
first place, |50t just a guestion of
having two bites &t thi cherry?
Keeping cogls down? Or just plain
lack of forethought? Whatever the
regson, the Speed of new Kit production
by Tamilyva is guite amazing

Inany case these Tamiys produces
arg $1ill the ultimate in kit production
combining quality, pérformance and
eage ol construction. And | mean thal
rmost sincarely folks!
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Building up

Having already built a 'Grasshopper’
the construciicn of the 'Hornet
prasanted no problems and he few
surprises already menlioned above

The aszembly of the gearbox is
tdentical ta that of the 'Grasshoppear
However by clever use of 30me
additional components the way in
which the gearbox is mounted onto
ihe chasaks is changed, Before, the
rEArSuspansion could anly move one
way, up gnd down. Moy side to side
{cer Fedl e you prafar) is allowed also,
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The changes to the gearbox plvot
paint and the damper mounlings are
the reazon tar this,

e bwo rear axle stays which plug
intix the chassis now feature vertical
slots to allow the geEarbox (o move up
and down and also twist from slde to
side, Two small hairpin springs fil
Inside the axle stays and loop over the
gearbox pivot to provide a small
amaunt of springing. (Mo dowbi nes
springs of varying rates will be
available from X¥YZ Models In the near
futura).

The darmpers included in this kit are
proper oil-filled units similar to those
produced by Tem.':.-'.'i lar the 'Fn:-g i
Cuite explicit instructions detail
gxactly how to prepare these units and
it is worthwhile tallowing them and
taking yaur time, The dampers are
fitted at the bottom with a maulded
plastic ball which incates into 3
moulded ‘cup’ which is attached to the
Side of the gearbooc. This ball-foint
allows the darmpers b Tollow the
aearhox as il bwisis instead of
restraining the unlt. Where the damper

eTixed (o the chassis is also differant
and again new components alter the
way in which the suspensmon warks

All these changes aclually lergthen
the wheetbase of the 'Hornet’ by & Tew
millimetres compared (o 1ha
‘Grasshopper. E:}
Top . e I damped. mhaurhings alfomr e
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With lhese changes the 'Harne" rear
siuspension now has grealer flaxibility
{0 copewith rougher ground and Ofli-
Roed cirouils,

Thelrant suspansion is by and large
unchanged except for the coll-spring
dampiers. Aubber O-rings are now
included in the kit {0 slide over the
damper shall 1o damp the suspension
movemeant as the shaft moves up and
down. Two types of moulded cup are
provided to retain the O-rings, to take
single or double rings in arder 1o alter
the amount ol d.ﬁlrlping_ .

Very tew other changes are
apperent; ‘Superchamp’ type rear
tyres are Inéluded and as mentioned
earlier a speed controller 1o suit the
540 motor now standard in the ‘Hornet'
kit

Lasilty and the most ohvious of the
changes iz of course the clear
polycarbonate bodyshell produced in
the usual lamboyant Tamiya siyla
and {he stickers supplied in the kit will
give you hours af pleasure in Bpplying
them Lo the shell, [t's interesting io
nate ine ‘Hornel” catch phrasae,
previcus cars have proclaimed “Go for
NG gty = noglory!™ now we haye
“Artytine babyl”

Whatever next?

On the track

The'Hornet' iz one of the lightest
out-of=the-box Of-Boad racers that |
have come across and assuch is very
Quichk il the line with bags &f Mi-Cad
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power available fo keep it moving for
an ak-ave average time, The revised
Fear suspension system does help
iremendously 10 keap the power
fiowing through the rear wheels to the
track butis by ng means parfeci,
particularly on rough ground. With the
‘Grasshopper’ it did sound fast mainly
because the malor was revving like
mad every lima the rear wheeals left the
graund, The 'Hornel” also sounds fasi
and to be honest, probebly is — ina
stralght linee, but around the corners it
Ioses out to the conventional, full
suspansion racing competition
However, | must stress that it is the
driver, the man twiddling the sticks
that determines ultimately how well a
particular car will perform

Racing apart: the ‘Hormet' is anothar
claseic example of the Tamiya kit

RHigish: tha comniaded far fisawn from umdarnaach
Iy rgwial tha Mi-Cadd haiery nack bay sed imdoe tha

bidTavn al the chagns.

prodisction art and anyone fortunate
to acquira one will have an ideal
introduction into the joys and
exciternent of radio contral car racing.

UK Importer: Richard Kohnstam
Lid., 13-15a High Strest, Hemeal
Hempstead, Herts,

Price: Approximately £50.00

Contact your lacal model shop for
details of availability.
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