ki £ v e b da what [
YD‘N Pearson, soemetime
Edmor of Radio Race Car
I remawned for bis wicked sense of
humaur and sharp wit v when he
rafng me to ask me 10 00 3 review on
an off road buggy, | thought 1 was on
the receivirg end al ane of his merry
japes! | am an agroplane man and have
ngver built & car let aloee driven ane!
Wehen he told me it was alled the
Alien, | bad visions of 2 clese ene
counter of the Tourth kind! But no, he
was serious and after | had made sure
that he waan't crassing his fingers be-
hind his hack, | went and cofecred the
bax. Aren’s | ghd | did!

Tha Alien is 2 mid engined, 4WD
|/10ch seale off roader produced from
Hiroba and distributed in the UK by
Maclaregor Industries. The frong and
redr gearboxes are conrected by a
bolt drive that W totaly enclosed
wiithini 3 neat cover that endures that

ne muck, privel or water & allawed
ta emter the compartment and con-
aminze the deive train. Both pear-
boes are pre-assembled and the ni-
tial covmtruction is bosh straigh for-
ward and quick — even | was able o
amsernble the differential wss, motor
maunt plates, front and rear e
muounts and the main chassis and bek
oover i shout hall an howr!

Being an aeraplane man, my i
reaction on epeniag the hox was one
of surprise. Apart from the sealed
Drister pack (ics worth buying one

Simon Rodway reviews this
I/10th 4WD Off Roader

&) Nice design and a lot of attention
to detall makes the Allen 3 real
WiTIREr,
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O Main drive belt runs fulf fength and is protectad by a cover which

also ads torsional selfifess,

of these just Tor the fun of reading the
Jipanese Enghih) the whale kit was
comtained in sealed plasne bags and
cardbaard boxes, Decding that dis-
cretion was the becter part of valoor,
| relented and read the instructions
carefully befiore starting in on the build
itsel. This proved to be quite 3 gocd
MEeye Singe it gi'm:. you @ ciear idea
of what comes next — the building
sequence should ke followed pretry
carelully, The remuction boak & ex-
cellent — whers you bave trouble de-
cphering the English, the clear and
detailed illustratiors will always point
you in che right drection.

With mest of the hard work dang
far you, construction is a fairly straight
farveard it A to B’ balding job. How-
ever, do be sure that you use the right
bits ar the right time — for example,
there ane twao sizes of ball joint used
in the suspension set up and ix ks easy
to usc the wrong one in the wrong
pece and then wonder what's gone
wrang whan things don' fir! Kesp
things simple and coly cpen cach bag
2 yous reach thas part of the construe-
tion, The suspermion isell consins of
‘roil over ol units that are standard
2t all four comers. Putting them to-
pether i umple but remember oo det
the units stand far a whils after you
have fffed them with cil so dhar af
the ar escapes before you fit the pis-
tons — il you don's, the dampers will
be, at best stichy, or ac worsz they

0 Coil over ol waits are fully adiusable for length amd tension.

will jam in ore position. The dampers
are fully adjustable to suit a partscular
use making the Alien 3 versatile bupey
for prany different terres

The Alen i wppled with a spead

cantroller ther gees boch forward,

and reverse on the metor, This &
miuried on the top deck (of which
more in 2 minuce) and is ervo drven,
The corroller has two methods af
averhoating protection thar are in-
bl imto the unit a5 3 whole during
comstruction. The instructions go to
great kenphs Lo emphasise the impar-
tance of these (not surprisingly i
you'we ever seen A short crcuiced Mi-
ead pack i full swing!) and the build
ichedule should be rigdly foliowed.
I'm & coward and decided o me an
MEA 950 FET electronic controlier
that fitred perfisctly ingo the hole pro-
vided in the top plate for the control-
ler drive s&rva

The top mounted radie deck &
probebéy ore ol the highlights of the
whale package. If you builc the Alen
3 per the imsuctions, this deck will

L

hawe the recenver, seed comtroller
and controller drive servo mounted
on i [ you e wn electronic conorol-
ier, i will e ecunted in the wop plice
along with the recesver, The inspired
thinking behind this $et-up is thar by
undoing six screws and disconnecting
e buller connectars, 3 mudti block
and the serva Jeads, you can gein -
cess o Eerally everything that is ser-
wiceahle. Taking only 2 minute to reach
all these mems has got 19 be one of
the biggest pluses far the Alien since
raintemnce — especally orackds
— i5 3 piece of cake



0 Neat engine cover allows the
minimurmn of muck and waler fa
corme in contact with the maln
drive gears,

Ancillaries such as tyres and wheels
are all of pood quelity being cyzna'd
together once postioned correctly,
The barrery pack i held in place with
phastic ties and the body mounting py-
kans are screwed down onto the chas-
st The body shell supplied 2 it came
ot of the meld and you have to cut
it to shape very carefully. Painting is
dore 25 umal from the imide and this
grees you the chance o personalise

N Top mounted radio dock
— unda §ix Sorews,
dizconnect the fly leads
and you have access to
everything.

your owr Al=n in pour racig colours.
The instructions sate that you should
use paints that are comgpativk with
polycarbomte — this it good advece!
H you do use ctbesr pards, oo re-
member that you can't use oelluloss
based paints on top of enamel paints
— ot that | woldd do dhat sort of
ching!!! Finally, the sticker sheet pro-
wided s comprefermyve and  gives
plenty of choice ncluding a sticker lor
yeur rame and [requency.

The Alien Mid 4 was great fun o
Bruifid bus it wasn't ungil | came to drive
it that | realied what it Fad Al been

for. As a performer, the Afien is excel-
lent ad there is very lide in the way
of sough terram that will get inits
wiay, Being mid engined it is very s
ble and therefore reluctant ta oeer-
turn and the centre al'gu'.-i'l.:r' is COore
respondingly low which gives gead
cornering abslicy. As time has gone on
| haree: prossed my Alen harder and
harder, trying eo find it limits with
na luck Wienewer | rub my hands
with glee and say *It'll rever masage
that”, I'm proved wrong, Living a |
ek, on the Malvern Hilks, | have plenty

& Front knuckle arm —
mstruction dizgrams are
clear and pasy to
wnderstand.

of rough comntry sround me but short
of throwing it off the wp, M'm fst
running ot of ided

Az an off road Bugey, | am mos
impressed with the Alien s new that
| bave one. | am starting to get hocked.
Wateh chis space . ()



