Single monoshock suspension works well
and is in keeping with the mini superbike
image.

Radio Race Car reviews
the hottest mini super-
bike from Italy.

Above: Superbly engineered
front forks employ dual springs
and single damper.

Below: swinging arm outriders are
bolted to glass filled main body.
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how to assemble the Commando are not
provided, only a working drawing and a
pictorial parts list for the particular stage of
construction you are at, so first things first
the Commando is not for the absolute be-
ginner. Having had one moan there won't
be anymore, the layout of the Commando
is superb, every working part is logically
located making for a reasonably fast
assembly time. Quality of the parts used in
the kit are superb, glass reinforced nylon
and aluminium make up 90% of the
Commando, the fit of both these materials
whether to each other or in

combination is perfect.
Both front and rear
wheels are modern, five
spoke type, moulded
in red plastic,

again the moulding quality is first rate.
Front wheel is fitted with a single
aluminium disc, operated by a cable, what
else, the disc is a floating fit due to the fact
that the front wheel can be adjusted for
track. The rear wheel houses the_g
sprocket, another piece _g
engineering that wao
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rangement from side to side, the front
wheels castor angle is so set, that as the
front forks swing the front wheel turns in
the opposite direction thereby giving direc-
tional control. Front forks are set up as per
real live racing bike dual springs coupled to
a single damper, set relatively hard this
works well.

The saddle stay is steel wire, this serves
a double purpose by holding the receiver
batteries firmly in place. All fairings are
moulded in Lexan giving good knock resis-
tance, one thing this mini superbike really
needs. The last part to be completed is of
course the rider, he is carved from foam
block and wire and contains the receiver, a
vital piece of equipment, riders helmet
once again is in Lexan.

All in all the Commando, as you can see
from the pictures is a splendid piece of
equipment, beautifully engineered and
capable of being finished to a high stan-
dard, as for racing well thats another mat-
ter.

Go For It

Controlling the Commando on the track
is perhaps more of a practised art than
driving a car. Some of our readers will re-
member of the Electro Rider which featured
similar type of steering and control but was
powered by an electric motor and nicads.
This was fun to drive although probably
not exhilarating. The Picco powered
Commando is fun and very exhilarating to
drive. On the track it is most impressive
and the technique of steering is one that is
to be gained by practice when making
turns it must be remembered that releasing
the stick or wheel back to neutral does not
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itself bring the bike back upright and this is
to be done by actually putting reverse ac-
tion on the controls to bring the bike back
upright. If it sounds difficult it isn't just get
some practice on a large open ashphalt
area and you will soon be ready for the
track.

Using a high performance .21 car engine
great care should be put on excessive
throttle use as response and acceleration
can be phenomenal. If you are looking for
something different, exciting and a lot of
fun, the DWA Commando must be the kit
for you. Manufactured by DWA Models,
SAS Stabilimento, Ed Uffici Via Asti 59,

Above: Two self tapping screws hold the
swinging arm outriders to the main body.

Below: The working drawing that accom-
panies the commando is at first sight
daunting, follow the dots carefully.

10026 Santena, Torino, Italy and, for the US
readers, the Commando is distributed in
the US by The Ranch Pit Stop, 1655 East
Mission Blvd, Pomona, California 91766.
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