Bandai’s premler car
the Mad Wolf Is
reviewed by

GORDON BATT

These views show the Mad Wolf’s outlines. The front body was re-
moved to show the servo installation in the second photo, while
the third shows the Mad Wolf’s significant feature, no drive shafts.
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Bandai Mad Wolf

By using a drive chain carried within the
rear trailing arms, the transmission is com-
pletely concealed.

uring the recent years, several Oriental

toy and kit manufacturers have attemp-
ted to break in to the world of Yo scale
buggy production, but so far without nota-
ble success. Bandai’'s debut model, how-
ever, shows that this firm has really done a
lot of ‘homework’ before stepping into this
highly competitive field. So, while reading
this review, bear in mind that this is a first
kit and you may feel, as we do, that Bandai
is a name to watch for now and in the fu-
ture.

The Mad Wolf is a chain driven Y10 scale
rear wheel drive off road racer for 7.2 or 8.4
volt (six or seven cell) power and BEC radio
control systems. It comes in kit form and as
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construction presented no problems —
even with the Japanese only instructions in
the review kit — we will simply describe
the car in detail.

Starting at the sharp end then, the Mad
Wolf’s first line of defence is a full width
flexible plastic bumper, kind to ankles as
well as the chassis. Front suspension con-
sists of a full double wishbone, moulded
from high impact plastic, with the suspen-
sion unit (coil spring over oil filled damper)
well protected within the ‘cage’ formed by
the arms. The shockers are superbly simple
and have only one unique feature, the use
of a thin rubber diaphragm to separate the
oil from the necessary air space. In terms of

suspension geometry, the front end is ex-
cellent, there is no trace of bump steer until
the front end literally bottoms out, while
the camber also remains unchanged
throughout the suspension movement.
Another feature that makes this model
notable is the presence of an anti-roll bar,
an item that on some cars doesn’t appear
until the second, ‘uprated” kit.

In the centre of the car is a true
monocoque chassis, a hollow shell that
carries the radio and main battery. One of
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the car's few negative points appears here,
in that the receiver is well and truly buried
and changing a crystal will be a task of epic
proportions. However, oxperienced racers
will foresee this possible problem and cut a
little hole in the chassis, through which the
crystal can be changed. The battery pack
can be changed in a few seconds and clips
are supplied to sult either six or seven cell
packs. A three forward and three reverse
speed mechanical speed controller is
supplied in the kit, this item is fully wired
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Removing the roll cage reveals the
mechanical speed controller.
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Bandai Mad Wolf

up with ceramic resistors, motor suppres-
sor and BEC plug (Acoms type) already
attached.

The rear end carries a number of notable
features, most unusual being the chain
drive system which means that the trans-
mission is totally enclosed. From the
motor, mounted sideways at the very rear
of the gearbox, the transmission runs out-
side the gearbox side plate, which allows
easy access to change the motor pinion or
even the motor itself. From the first idler
gear — which presented the only tight fit-
ting shaft in this nylon bearing’d car — the
drive train is taken inside the strong cast
metal and plastic gearbox. A planetary
geared, fully enclosed differential gear
then transmits the drive out to the trailing
arms along the pivots of the arms, and a
drive chain then takes the power from the
pivot back to the hub. Such a system does
seem to be a little tortuous and long
winded, but does run remarkably smoothly
and quietly.

Thanks to this type of drive the rear un-
derside of the car is very uncluttered and
the suspension has a fantastic amount of
movement which does not affect the power
transmission in any way. Independant
shockers are used on the rear.

One piece wheel hubs with soft rubber
tyres, knobblies on the rear and grooved
on the front, are employed, while decora-
tively the Mad Wolf features a red plastic
rollcage at the rear with a clear Lexan wing
and front body shell.

Wolf On The Run

QOur test runs were with the car as built out
of the box, using the Mabuchi 540 standard

motor, with large pinion, nylon bearings
(including the tight ones on the idler shaft)
and a 7.2volt, six cell racing pack.

Initial acceleration was, to be honest,
only just comparable with the best of the
current club standard cars. Top speed in
this comparatively choked form was simi-
larly un-startling, but the stability and road
holding was most impressive. Totally pre-
dictable, one could tell to a degree how
much lock to apply at a given speed and
surface to obtain a turn of the required dia-
meter. It was fascinating to watch full
speed tight turns on concrete, for each time
the Mad Wolf would haul itself sharply
through 90 degrees, then the front end
would skid and skip twice before gripping
again to continue the turn.

During the evening the gearbox was
stripped down and the tight idler gear
eased on its shaft, which resulted in a
dramatic improvement in its performance.
Mad Wolf was now up at the front of the
pack of kit standard club racers as far as
speed went, yet it still retained its remarka-
ble stability.

The most significant bad comment one
could make about the Mad Wolf is that it is
pretty heavy for a six cell car, but after all, it
is designed for use with a seven cell pack
as an alternative, and here it is noticably
lighter than the opposition. So, an 8.4 nicad
was obtained, charged up and fitted, then it
was out on to the track again.

A tentative touch on the throttle brought
in the first step on the speed controller and
the Wolf rolled smoothly away. A quick
wiggle showed the cornering was still tight
and stable with the heavier battery, so open
up to the next step. By now the car was
moving at its previous top speed (although
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it should be said that the kit's standard
RS540 had been swapped for a Technigold
motor) and still retained its handling qual-
ities, so no excuses remained for not letting
the Wolf off its leash. Left thumb forward
.. ohmigod ... what previously seemed to
be more like a Chihuahua with a chip on its
shoulder started to live up to its name.

Mad Wolf now had to be driven with more
care, for the suspension and tyre combina-
tion barely coped with the power the car
was laying down. Nevertheless, it was still
predictable — i.e., if it rolled on a certain
corner at high speed it always would unless
the speed was reduced — and far more
stable than most cars. The way it could be
set into a controlled drift was an eye opener
and you would swear the front anti-roll bar
could be seen to work, the nose dropping
as the turn started.

Summary
As a first excursion into this field of racing,
an exceptional model, well designed and
ideally suited to the newcomer to competi-
tive racing (i.e., a novice could put it to-
gether.) ‘Blue printed’ and ballraced, its
superior handling more than makes up for
its slightly inferior top speed in six-cell, 2wd
racing, due no doubt to its excessive
weight. However, in a seven cell race it must
be a contender, for here its not only lighter
but considerably less expensive than its
contemporaries. Bandai might be an un-
familiar name but the Mad Wolf will be well
worth a close look when you see it on your
local shop's shelves.

Available mid August and distributed by
Bandai U.K. Ltd., Steward House,
Sydenham Road, Guildford, Surrey GU1
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AVAILABLE FROM GOOD MODEI. SHOPS OR BY RETUHN MAIL ORDER

3SR. Price approx £90.00.

SEND S.A.E. FOR LIST
75p P&P ALL U.K. ORDERS
CHEQUES OR P.O. ONLY

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

(" CAT — SPARES KEPT IN STOCK AT ALL TIMES

% % * * CAT LOW PROFILE TYRES — NOW IN PAIRS * * * *

4 x 20 SPIKE (Rear] T650 SOFT, T651 HARD

3 x 20 SPIKE ([Front or Rear) T652 SOFT, T653 HARD

2 x 20 STUD Front} 7654 SQAIFSI T655 HARD

T637 SHOCK ABSORBER PJSTONS {set of 4)
ABSORBEI

FITS: HOTSHOT, OPTIMA, P.B. etc.
% % * * NEW LOW FRICTION SHOCK ABSORBER PISTONS * * * %

T511 SHOCK th new pistons (set of 4]
T633 FRONT SHOCK ABSORBERS — with new pistons {pair

\634 REAR SHOCK ABSORBERS — with new pistons {pair]

4
GET SErious ABouT WINNING

C.A. T.

(THE LEGENDARY 2

1.00
2277
1639/

1h2th SCALE CIRCUIT RACER
* Fast and well proven design handles %
* like a thoroughbred. Join the winners *
| % and discover Schumacher performance _*/

s r \ \
COMPETITION ALL TERRAIN | 1005010, S LR, . g0 CECIL SCHUMACHER
S R T Rudge,
Y10th SCALE OFF ROAD RACER £175 | ci00 8are Chassis Kt ........ 6320|| Harlestone Road,
o
* * * INTERNATIONAL RESULTS * * * | C203 Rolling (E:::;sg?rf](? ........ 79.50 Ch;:c:h::;t:m.
CAT WINS 1987 AUSTRALIAN 103 Bare E\gfs?? Kiatx.: .......... 49.50 NN6 8AU.
— beam axle Tel: (0604) 842320
L NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS cor0ros ol v 560 cats by sppotmment
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