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change their minds. When
competitive four-wheel drive
cars first made their impact
on the scene everyone
thought Associated would
be first in there. Not a bit of
it, “We can't make enough
RC10s, so what do we need
a 4WD for2" they said. Sure
enough they never made a
four-wheel drive kit.

Despite keeping their
Team secrets in the family,
the TQ Graphite RC10 is
the very next best thing.
Indeed it is this version of
the RC10 which put Britain’s
Craig Drescher into the

on the straights.

Also at the front the anti-
roll bar is retained.

Another of the first
changes we Brits made to
the RC10 when it first
arrived was to chop half an
inch off the front of the
chassis.

According to the experts,
shortening the wheelbase
made the car much more
responsive on our high grip,
twisty circuits.

Associated however never
agreed with such drastic
measures and proceeded to

whole point of the gold
stamped alloy channel was
to be strong and rigid it
wasn't long before the
graphite chassis made an
appearance.

You don't have to be
Einstein to figure out that
Graphite in the title of this
new version of the RC10
stands for graphite chassis.
At 4mm thick the kit version
is plenty rigid enough and
lightweight. And yes it is still
as long as the day
Associated designed it and
it is going to stay that way.

All the holes for the screw
fittings are neatly
countersunk and the front-
end features the original
angle of kick-up.

Working out way
backwards to the rear
suspension and gearbox the
changes in this RC10
become more subtle.

LR
fsiis iy

The clean lines of the graphite RC10,
including the new wide front arms
and revised damper mounts. Also new
wheels and tyres all round.

world championship final.
So it can't it be all that
bad then can it?

Changes

Most modifications made
to the RC10 have been to
widen the suspension,
particularly at the front. In
the early days the after
sales tune-up parts
manufacturers solved the
problem with elongated
stub axles to push the front
wheels out further.

Then along came the
Californian outfit, Andy
Products with their wider
front suspension arms. Their
success has prompted
Associated to incorporate
wide wishbones as
standards in this kit.

In this mode the RC10
automatically becomes
more stable during
cornering and tracks better
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make the point at the
Chesham British Grand Prix
in 1987, where US Team
member ‘Jammin’ Jay
Halsey made his ‘long’
RC10 run rings round the
best of the UK’s driver's
chopped versions.

Not content with lopping
bits off the front many of
our drivers cut all sorts of
holes and slots in the
elegant RC10 chassis to
make it lighter. Since the
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The suspension now
features longer top links
which mount further
inboard on the GRP
bulkhead. The reason for
this is to lessen the amount
of camber change of the
rear wheels during
suspension movement.

Inside the gearbox little
has changed except that
the plastic idler gears which
were formerly moulded in
white plastic are now black.
This may signify a change of
material since Associated
experienced problems not
so long back with these
gears which began to lose
their teeth dramatically.

The problem was
compounded by the new
generation of super motors
with all manner of hot winds
which had the net result of
increasing the net amount
of power actually passing
through the gearbox.

The real reason for the
problem however was
ultimately traced by
Associated to an
unintended change in the
specification of the plastic
used in the moulding. If
black means better than we
can all go back to
bombproof and trouble-free
gearboxes.

One other tried and
tested modification to the
gearbox was the fitting of

- large ballraces to the
bottom drive cup outputs to
eliminate any play. As
expected the kit has this as
standard.

The last and most obvious
change to this RC10 are the
wheels and tyres. The
wheels are no longer the
three-piece affairs but
instead come as a one-

piece, flush-faced moulding.
What's more they don't flex
all over the place which
should be good news
immediately after the big
jump in the middle of the
track.

The front wheel is taller
than the original — again in
keeping with the current
vogue. The tyres are new
and still moulded in real
rubber.

Much of the TQ Graphite
RC10 will be familiar to
those who have raced one
over the years. The servo
saver is still the same — it's
still used by the Team
despite the number of
ballraced alternatives
available. Even in this day
and age of exotic and
hybrid gear tooth forms the
RC10 is still supplied with
plain 32dp gears.

The wheels are still held
on with those plastic wheel
nuts whilst the damper
design hasn't budged an
inch in five years. You can
tell this is true because they
still leak from the top seal if
the plastic washer isn't
seated properly. O-rings
are the answer, but you
don't get them in the kit.

Of course the new RC10
has-a new Pro-Tech body
but surprisingly no
undertray is supplied. Now
that the alloy channel
chassis has been
superceded by a flat plate
graphite version an
undertray must be essential
to protect the radio gear.
You might not get too much
rain in Southern California
but in this country it's an
occupational hazard so one
should have been included
in the kit. Never mind there
are plenty of people
producing them.

By all accounts the
Associated factory is still
churning out RC10 kits for
the hugely popular two-
wheel drive racing class in
the States. Even at club
level this formula is every bit
as well subscribed to as
four-wheel drive. Some
clubs only race 2WD.

Staying with a winning
formula has obviously paid
off for the RC10 and only
minor changes in the last
five years clearly shows how
fast, good and accurate the
original design concept was.

It's still the car to beat at
any level of competition.
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