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BY BILL BURKINSHAW

IT IS QUITE SURPRISING just how many
non-electric: car orientated people around
tha Mode! Cars offices have questioned the
presance of the letter i" following the RC12
designation of Assperated's new.  car.
Questioning  spelling, grammar and
punctuation becomes an ocbsession in
publishing spheres and whilst MEI or
MEY might have gone wathout comment '
did not. Te be fair, until reading the
comprehensive manual supplied with the
kit. | was shightly mystified as to how the I’
had appeared, remembering the last RC12
kit | had handled was designated e which |
understood to  designate ‘electric’. The
manual revealed all — not simply one step
on from the ‘2' but three more. the
intermediate letlers having already
designated several steps in the progression
iowards a European Champs winner, plus a
growing list of major US titles,

A superficial examination could easily
lead to dismissal of this car as simply an
updated RC12e, more careful examination
of the parts during construction reveals
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that apart from body posts, bumper and
wheels this is a totally new car. The already
familiar look is simply because the
materiais used, epoxy glass and white
nylan injection mouldings, are the same as
thase used in prévious Kits.

The haart of the car is in the claver use of
slits in the epoxy glass chassis. which
firstly allow what is effectively a trailing
arm indepandant suspension action to the
front end, and also allow the heaviest mass
of the car, the battery pack, to move
indapendantly from the chassis, A degree
of rear end suspension is also provided by
new reéar motor and axle blocks, In contrast
with most GRP chassis cars, the 12iis very
flexible, meaning that the wheels are able
tofollow minute variationsand undulations
in track surface more easily, thus Keeping
the tyras in contact with the track for a
highar percentage of time — suspension!

Building the kit
Agsociated’s instructions are first class,
the diagrams are clear, and although tha

Laft; maror pod assembied,
aote carkan fibire rear axie
and cutaways en froaf of
raner madnl maueing s,
Right: underside view of pod,
baifery suspension sNrE can
Be gepn in mada chageis

photographs are printed on duplicating type
paper, plenty clear enough to allow the
details to be worked out, Specific tools are
racommended, Philips screwdriver, small
spanner {or pliers) wire stripper and
soldering iron are just about all that are
necessary. | did, however, use a 2BA tap io
cut partial threads into the nylon mouldings
for the alloy screws which ara usad for the
major part of the assembly. These screw
heads are soft, and easily damaged. Thread
cutting doaes make the task easier, although
| did put a couple of screws in without, 10
gatisfy myselt that the task could be
accomplished on a ‘low technology” basis.

Cyancacrylate glue is used to bond a
plastic stiffener to the chassis, clean both

surfaces with methylated spirits before
gluing. Following on from the previously
mentioned cunningly skt chassis, the
stgering blocks are a new design with
centre point steering and larger steering
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arms which combine with the new
Associsted servo saver to produce simple,
positive steering. Two 3-cell Sanyo battery
sticks are provided, These hawve to be
agsembled using a combination of foam
sticky tape and strapping, (a reinforced type
i advised), the complete pack retained with
foam tape and tie wraps onta the floating
glass-epoxy radio plate,

Fitting the resistor and speed control
servo is simple, the instructions are very
explicit and once these items are mounted,
the ready prepared wiring harness can be
quickly fitted with just three soldered joints.
| added one jtem at this stage — an
additional contact for the top end of the
resistor to guarantes good wiper contact at
full power.

The remaining R/C equipment fitting is
very easy, double sided sticky tape (re-
member to de-greasa things first] a plug
on the harness for the receiver power,
which is provided by dropping diodes
already fitted, and the control svalem was
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in full aperational ordar, It only remained to
fit the aerial tube supplied and tidy up the
wiring. | shortened all the servo leads and
coiled the aernial using cyanoacrylate to
hold the coils, the resulting ‘tube’ fixed to
the receiver with foam sticky tape

The review kit was supplied with
Associsted’s own adjustable ball-differen.
tial with lightweight carhan fibre axle. Onea
again, a diagram and full instructions
ensured easy assembly. Varipus shims are
provided 1o allow correct clearances to ba
achieved. The motor in my kit was a Reedy
Medified ‘Blue Spot’ type already fitted with
a suitable plug tomatch the harness (Reedy
selected 05 supplied in standard kit). Two
motor pinians were supplied and also three
differential gears{only one ratioin standard
kit), allowing a wide range of ratios to be
cbtained, the necessary adjustment for
varying gear sizes being provided by
Associated standard cam adjustment
sysiem on the motor mount,

ball diffarential s2embled, tyrés are good quality oulfdaor type alrrady froed

Finishing touches

The usual ‘true and glue’ operation on
the tyres was dispensed with — tvres are
already bonded to the wheels and ground
trua. Associated thoughtfully provided a
ready painted version of thair Lofs TEOD
GTP Lexan body, so it was a very simple job
to duplicate the smart box top illustration of
the ‘Cooke Woods' racing prototype, Full
instructions are included for finishing body
shells.

Mathing is left ta the Imagination when it
comes to using the fast charge Ni-Cads, |
gave the pack an overnight charge at 100
milliamps then with a feeling of
pleasurable anticipation went out to the
neighbourhood test track — a flat roof
outside the "Model Cars’ office for a try-out.

In Use

It seems presumptuous of me to attempt
to comment on the handling qualities of a
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“WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS,
READ THE INSTRUCTIONS."

Reproduced fram Associated Handbook.

car such as the RC12i, for with an already
established contest success racord, the
handling on the track has just got to be
good, The: tyres supplied in the kit are
outdoor types and provide excellent grip on
arange of surfaces from tarmac to concrete
and. of eourse alternative grades are
available. Steering respoense is very sharp
compared te myolder RC12E and the car is
lighter, although 2oz, over the ‘legal’
bottom limit, there is scope for reduction,

Adjustment of toe-in is simple, 85 is
differential setting. Set-up for various track
surfaces iz helped by the provision of an
adjustable damper batween motor pod and
RYC tray.

Associated have produced a winner, no
doubt of that, and an overall assembly time
of a meare 4\ hours, for what is quite a
complex car by 1/12th standards, is. a
tribute to the fit of the parts and the clarity
of the instructions. One final note — how
nice it was to finish with a little box of small
parts, you know tha sort of thing | mean, 'E’
clips and 'C’ clips, shims, etc., just the sort
of item that goes missing.

The Associated RC12i is availabla from
Elite Models. Price £85 85 including Sarye
Ni-Cads and Selected FAeedy 085 maodel
{body nat included).

Above feft: FOC squigiment HEled, nofe spare awsial
caffed and raped fo receiver. Befow: ofassis o dersioe,
alf affay counbersunk haat screws used. front fraiting
feall spring suspension can be seen hore,

Cook-Weods Lola TEOD body 5 mow svai-
abile, ready-painted, complote with srick-
o plagtic decals
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plenty of ‘bite” 5o take it easyl With anelec-
tronic controller you have smooth propor-
tional control, den't just bang the throttle
open, use it with a little finesse until you
have the hang of things. You will find that
the car becomes less twitchy as speed
builds up, a condition known as understeer.

When you have got the hang of driving
the car, competition is probably in mind —
the tyres supplied are guite suitabla for
cutdoor or carpet racing. but will need

treating with silicone rubber before racing
can be attempted ona polished wood floor,
(See Model Cars Handy Hint No. 5, Summer
1981 issue for details.

Elear sreaigleifarward layout af
eguigirient, A switch was sdfded
after the photograph was takan.

Conclusions

The Robbe 'Prosso’ comes from a well
establizhed maufacturer of excellent repu-
tation and is quite capable of putting in & re-
spectable performance. All the parts fitted
weell, and quality of finish was good. In-
structions were sparse, and ‘exploded’
drawing only, but my 11-year-oid daughter
managed to- assembla the car with only
minimal assistance. Cutdoor handling s
good, and the car sufficiently fast and re-
sponsive to provide plenty of valuable driv-
ing experience, | liked the neat servo saver,
tweak adjustmeant system and battery
mounting and thought the kit represented
good wvalue for money. Distributed by
Cougar Craft.

Prices ‘Prossa Car 3462° £43.97: 'Prosso
Expert’ £39.99 (the review kit).

CONTEST CALENDAR

October 3 — Mendip four houwr, one day invitation meeting plus
team races at Mendip Motor Racing Circuit. Secretary: T.

October 3 — Worlds End_1./ ast Midland Champs &, Tawton, 52 Woolavington Hnad Furiton, Bridgwater,
off-road me orl ﬁgﬁn Morthants, 540 and Somerset.
380 maoto % C. Spinner, 52 St |[October 17 — Bradiord yu:-hn% Iats-:ln meeting, plus team
John's ﬁwe Nurlhampmn MMN2 8RL. races at the Lmle fiit. For details contact
Jeff Lindstrom, E a WA 'Du ensbury, Bradford,
G{::I:ES:;:‘E!;:;T — Tameside Points SWF Eeﬂ% Modified | loctober 17 — ththamptc-n Southern League meating at the
N-.'wam _éﬂss:?. %S}aﬁ Weston Shore Circuit. Contact D, Farndale, 19 Oxford
Cnnl ohd 2t CrEEcen! ":"fflﬁ:ls HE:: Street, Southampton SO1 1DS, Hants. Tel: Eastieigh
Staffurd T'If'.r' Fh Hewood, Maodel Centre 0703 617849,
Date Club/Venue  Category Contact Oetober’l /= Sussen RAC RSCA Open W. Lawrence
_ Cardinal Newman Seaford 894000
October 3 Hastings. Castle- RSCA Open Alan Speer School
ham Rr.:_lad, Hastings 52913 October 24 Pendle Open W. Smith
Industrial Estata Sycamore Rise MWelson BO1665
Oetobar 3 Leicester, RSCA Open C. Cowlam October 31 Chessington RCC Open . Elliot
Leicester Offices, ' Hinckleﬁaﬂ??g RAF Chessingtan Burnham 4649
St George Street October 31 Keighley RSCC ng g . Richardson
October 3 Haywards Heath RSCA Upﬁﬂ%% Morrison's I:E'& E;i Hawnrth 44003
Milton Road, " on 692736 Park
Haywards HF'atll.. ?1|. MNowvember 7 % Ehf RECA Open J. Elliot
Sussex . A 0B L.u‘ gton AAF Burnham 4649
October 10 Kaithlay R g Open P, Richardeon Ca?ﬁ'p
Marrison's Hawarth 44003 MNovember 13 Southern RCC RSCA Open G. Paige
Supermarket Car Tarring School Ashington
Park, Keighley Fete 892466
October 10 Southern RCC  RSCA Open G. Paige November 14 Sussex RAC Open W. Lawrence
Butlins Car Park Ashington 892466 Cardinal Mewman Seaford 834000
Bognor Hegis School
October 10 Mottingham R5CA Open R. J. Johnson MNovember 21 Coventry RSCA Opan D. Bird
Basford Hall Langley Hill 3802 RAyton Coventry 23111
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