ver the past faw
manths wa Rive sean
tha batle of the 1wo
channel radio control
agquipment s1art 1o warm ug. All
1he major manufsctiurers ae
retpaating 1o thelr respeotive
comars 1o regroup ready for the
et round, One manudsciuner,
Aconts is parbicutarhy wall
placed lolake on all
compatition. The relationship
betwaan KO {ihe LIK
impartar] and Tamiya i long
and succassiul, Almaosi & long
ia the connecticn batween
RIKO and Acorms. When SIKO
first pndered the radio contned
bugimess 500me twelve or so
weers Ao the Company neadad

AGIETS”

an RIS manutactunar nat
alrgady gommitbad toa LIk
impartar. Asanl, who
manulactiee & wida rangs of
alactronia products inchuding
communigations eguipment Uga
the name of AGCHS {Asaki -
Gt maricadiaetS) 1o this part
ofihelr busine=s. In addilicn Lo
LRI an elecirnics
company Asahi hEve a
flourishing Eransportaliom
arganization. One ofthe
condracts was o transport
Tamiya kits. !

It was perhaps inevitable that
a qonnaction should be made
between Asahialasironics and
AR From these somew hal
bizarre baginnings e alliance

betwesen A D and Acoms
bagan, Many peaple associake
Tamiya and dooms saquipment
as always being sold together.
This is only becausa they have
he same UK impaerlar. Arcund
the rest of the world this is nod
1he case. From the earliest
numbla beginnings Acoms have
prograsaad to oter a
comprizbensive randga of o
channel radios. The latest 10
carme 1o the market is in facl the
cheapes!in the rangs. The
Technidrive' price may be ow
but s outtit has soma usetl
Fabures.

The Transmitter

The transmitber is oparatad by

aight (As) dry or rechargealkbs
Is. The transmittaris

provided wilh a socket tor
battary recharging, a feature
ricl @lways found on more
puprnsive ransmittars. Each of
ihe sticks has a trim caninsd and
ihe rotte stick can be 5ol io
nave a 30 degras nallral
=aiting. Servo rmversing
swilches ara fittad on the frant
of the wnil, easily accass|oka but
recassed into the body 1a avoid
aseidental ogaration, & battery
condition meater and am ondoH
pwitch compate the main
features, Tha finish is almost &
militiary edive draband this
couplad with the case havi:dq_
cap headad sorews moutkded in,
makes the et ook 8 bit 'toyish'
I foaened thae cass a Fillke too 1nkck
for my [iking and the moulded in
finger grooves wena of little
aovantage. My final criticism of
the fransmitter wene the slicks
themaalaes, | Felt they were
recessed (oo far intoihe
qimbals, a puraly personal viaw.
The receiver measuras &4 = 54 =
21mm ol 48 =338 = 21 a5 the
instructions say) and weaighs 8

‘imede 37gms. These dimensions

are signaficantly smaller than
previousAcams recaivars anda
waleome impronvement. The
orystal has 8 rubbar cover io
nalp koep aul rubbish, Servg
and battary leads have sockels
It L owerihe pins in the

raceiver, Thase were pratty
fough to get togetiar and the
wary dewil Lo take apart, infact
rather asnamadly have to regort
that | neadad a pair of pliars to
ungdug bhe servos’ leads, Ot
coursa once installad it is
unlikely that you would ba
saparaling lhe unite very alten, |
SUPREese ¥ou could consider
that tha tight plugs and sockats
will provide a good reliable
alacirizal connection.

The Servos

The Servos provided with The
ki ara dasignabed 'A5-11"
These are alss smaller than
previoLs bypes Measiin
approximately 38 = 36 = 179 mom
and walghing 34gms.
Ascording to the speciication
the sereos develop more than
Skgdom, which isantiraly
adesguale Tor most model cars,
In my opinion the Servos are
particularly well made
considering they could ba
dasorined as baing inthe
‘eponomy cless, Al plastic
gears, which is normal in this
type of seren, but the output
ghnaft runs In & Bronze bush
rivaulded into the plastic cass,
This feature is a s unusoal a=
mast 2annes intha same price
range run in the plastic case
with no speaial bush pravision.
The sat |5 completa with servo
harns and rulbBar cushlons for
mownting under the servo
brackets, With a statnd ouipat
of SODKW tha sed iz oifering 8
performance much in line with
other similarly priced outfils. |
find it vary dafticult ko fing
dramatic differences betwaan
similarly priced sets fram
different manutacturers, Intha
e il rrusL Some down 1o
personal preference, colour,
atyhe gnd those [iHle faatures
thal appeal toyou_and of
course the final price you pay.
Thera Is howsavar, one peint
warlh congidering and that s
servicing and regair. How
much, how queick and how easy
I8 1 bo repals or have selcad.

There are tva ilemea that
Fraquantly suffar on RAC sabs

Tha first is the acrial, With the
top saction lost the efficlancy of
lha sl s sevaraly redieced. |
hava noticed 1hat many asrials
ara broken by the owar
anthusiagiic closing of the
tlescopio sections. Instead of
simphy pushing from the end
and slanding the risk of bending
ihe aerial, try collapsing ane
zaction at & ime, starling from
ihe tranamittes body first, To
replace an asrial smply
unscraw it irom tha transmitber
by, The cost of a new Acoms
aerial is around £3.80,

Thia next itams most likety to
1zil are the servn gears. I you
have buill the car, servo gear
changing is aasily managed.
The costof a complabe sat k5
around £1.80. A waed of
wilrning with A coms sarvos.
Make sure whan you buy the
gears you specily 1he 2800 in
quastion as the various models
o 5arvos have ﬂiHErEﬁrQEBI
aals, Finalky i our probham i=
mare sagnificant and you
canmel fix the probdam, tha
importers, RIKC, offer an
puchange service. Relurnihe
taulty item to tham with tha
Approprigle money and usEually
a replacement will come in e
raturn post, | chacked on the
prices, bul Il you need the
service ibwill be wise 10 gel the
current prices yourself, Sarva
£12.00, franamittar £13.00, and
receiver £12.000

Conclusion

In ponchesion the oulfit is weall
made and ecangmically priced.
On the tranamitter | likad tha
front mourbed se e revarsing
switches and battery chargin
sockat. | did not lika the teal o
ther sticks and the ay-like
ppparranga. A5 faras the servos
and rFaceiver were concamed
ey bolh perlormed walland |
coubd fimd little foe crificise.
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