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t 2.30 aim. on a Sunday shock basher.
~ morning I really didn't viva Race timing was controlled by Rob

much at alll For this was the Nelson from BBK of the UK, whereas

time we fn@ally booke into the rest of the event was run by six
1 British organisers, a Frenchman, an
Australian women and two American com-
mentators, along with a Finnish lady and an : L
Austrian lady. To be honest the event Would . s : ‘ % in ankinn
not have happened if it hadn't of been .« i ‘ § ; ‘ ‘ Mard etine m oetio]
The main man stateside was Jim McKenna. for these workers.
Jim had been the one responsible for the Monday morning arrived and by
logistics of getting everything together at the -about 8.30 a.m. the two main offices
Silverton Hotel, on the outskirts of Las Vegas. opened. Technical inspection com-
 The track had been designed, by Mark Pavidis menced, managed by two of the
and the Track manager was Richard Saxton, British contingent, Neil Cooke the

j itineer and ably

this is becommg a bi !

: up ‘ : 1 b L , ‘ petit 1t it was Mark Pavidis yet agam ;
and laid, a total of 24 umps had been con: ok | o ; - set the fastest tm?%ark could now sit

. structed using diggers, these were anything 5001 in the thick of e A ‘ .  back and relax, d gained the overall

m a single or “tabletop through to an enor- mile long waiting in the very hot sun. FTD with e T Setond iy
mous triplesd truly awesome track, a real One hundred and fifty competitors were here Bl fou?r;vissB}Hy Egitoiﬁscf(;n;oo dC d;ly ;(I)‘r iy

f . Thunder Tiger, third was Yuichi Kanai the
‘ ylng = designer of the Kyosho MP7.5. Two days of
W d d qualifying down and one to go.
ay e s
Wednesday morning and the start of qualify- Q 1 f R
ing. A total of six rounds of qualifying would ua' 1 ylng

Daniel Reckward

Miguel Matias

pass scrutmeenng' B i
before they could do so. A num-
ber of Americans were being failed on fuel
tanks, as they were too large. This did not go
down well, but rules are rules.

be held, two rounds per day. The heats and °
® 3 starting order would be rotated in every round. Frlda

Practls e # Round one would be in normal heat rotation 1

ol : ; through to 15. Heat one would consist of the ' Friday morning and 2 rounds to go and what

Practlse,would be helsi o heat formatlon and top ten drivers after the practise re-seeding. =~ a way to start the honeymoon (Well you can't

be'of 10 mmu.tes duration with untimed on ! Mark Pavidis blitzed the entire field, a cool visit Las Vegas without. . !), but at least the
Monday and timed, iy it rejseed th,e drie 12 seconds quicker than second place driver sun’s shining and it’s another lovely day.
vers, on Tuesday. With 15 heats it doesn't take Kenzi Osaka driving a Mugen. Third was Brian Round 5 on the line just after 8 a.m. and
a lot of mathematical ability to work out it Kinwald with a Kyosho. Daniel Reckward was perhaps Mark Pavidis luck is about to change,
would be dark before we finished. This proved tenth again driving a Kyosho. as he breaks the suspension on his MP 7.5.

not to be a problem as this track had been
built on the hotel car park, which was floodlit e
so racing in the dark was possible.

The jumps were proving a real car breaker,
shock absorbers were being pulled apart, fuel
tanks were splitting with the heavy landings
and chassis were bending.

Surprise, surprise Mark Pavidis dominated Brian Kinwald is number one for Heat 5, sec-
second was Billy Easton from America ond Kenji Osaka, who remember was second in
hunder Tigey, third was Yuni Furuta round one, and third was Atsushi Kawgmoto
a Kyosho. For the British pack : Mark Pavidis MP7.5 with dish wheels and metal servo
result, with Trevor Cadby Mick Hill (middie) seen here with the two British scru- arms much Iavnul'ed in the USA
h in the round. The first day of Coolie and Pete Crawley, really held this 7 R
qualifying was over and the track had held
together very well.

Qualifying -
Thursday

Thursday 8 a.m. and again two Iounds of
qualifying.
| Round three and Mark Pavidis does it again
with the rotation of heats between rounds,
heat one wasn't due on the track until late
morning, but he was still able to complete

the round faster than anyone else. Billy

; Easton came in a close second less than 1/2
second behind Mark, driving a Thunder Tiger.
Third was Brian Kinwald with another
Kyosho.

British Team
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Las Vegas!

minor glitches with the race program earlier
in the day we were running about 40 minutes
behind schedule. Danny completed his warm
up period and made a good start, driving with
his brain firmly in gear. He led the race for
the entire 20 minutes to win by 15 seconds
from Austin Gossard, who had already raced
for 1 hour, this was his 4th final and third

minutes before he was
time in the 1/64th B.

- Again Danny drove very well, finishing 2nd,
ust five seconds behind the winner Brian
Lavigne from Canada, third was Ruben Arballo.
Over to the 1/64th A and two British drivers in
this one Stewart Wilcox on row two and David
Crompton on row 5.

Stewart made a good start and was looking
good to finish third, but as he came in for his
last fuel stop the lid of his tank caught a side
guard and didn’t want to close, he lost about
four to five seconds and third spot. He tried all
he could to close the gap and got to within 3
seconds of third place but time ran out.

David Crompton lost it before he even start-
ed. The car had been stripped and rebuilt but
someone had forgotten to tighten the grub
screws that retain the shock pins into the
wishbones, so repairs had to be made in the pit
lane costing him 3 minutes, then he retired at
the 16 minute mark after being unable to
make any impact on the rest of the field. So
both failed to move up. The three that did was
Jerome Aigoin from Japan with a Mugen and

Y proc
was the highest of the three g
In the 1/16a we had no drivers, but the winner
of the 1/16a final was Marc Ibars from Spain
with a Crono.
That was it for Saturday, just one day left
and a bit of a lie in! Already for a 9 a.m. start.

The first final on the track the 1/8thb, the
winner was Yannick Aigoin from France with a
Thunder Tiger.

The 1/8tha, the winner was Davide Tortorisi
from Italy with a Crono, second was Marc Ibars
and third Marco Grandesso from Italy with a
Thunder Tiger. Next the 1/4b, this was led
away by the UK’s last hope Trevor Cadby. Trevor
was able to match the pace of the other drivers
early in the final, but as the race progressed
Trevor fell out of contention, the last British
competitor was out, but only after a good
fight. Well done to Trevor, our top contender
here this week. The winner of this final was

Derek Furutani from America, second was
Miguel Matias from Portugal and third was
Chad Bradley from America, all three driving
Kyoshos.

The 1/4a winner was our still current cham-
pion Daniel Reckward. Daniel drove conserva-
tively making sure his car survived the track to
win by 15 seconds from Marc Ibars and Marco
Grandesso.

Now we have the semi finals, but first they
are allowed ten minutes practise each, along
with Mark Pavidis who can join one of the
semis to have his practise.

It's Midday and Semi final B is on the line.
Yichi Kanai was given a 10 second stop and go
penalty, as his mechanics put his car down a
little early. In he
came the car
was held

diélled in! The winner was M1guei Matias who
had progressed from the 1/4s and third was
LT

Who had quahfled straight in, then the top 4
finishers from each semi, plus the fastest fifth
place from either of the two semis.

Semi A had Brian Kinwald was on pole, but
he lasted only two minutes before his car went
out of control over the big triple. It looked as
though he suffered complete radio failure, his
race had finished. Jeremy Kortz was the eve:

Third was Greg Degani and fourth Marco
Grandesso, fifth place went to Marc Ibars,
Lunch break and the chance to relax for an
hour before the main final was due.

I called the cars to the line, the countdown
began 10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3 cars down, step back,
silence and then the hooter, a clean start by
everyone. Pavidis made a small mistake on the
first lap, but Kanai was on a mission. He
moved from 4th to take the lead. Pavidis raced
up the straight right behind him. Kanai eased
back to take the first corner but was whacked
by Pavidis. Pavidis paid the price though, as
his car was struck against the track edging.
Kanai built on his lead, even with this level of
drivers, but at about 35 minutes he made a few
errors. Pavidis had dropped back down the field
and was now playing catch up. But Jeremy
Kortz caught Kanai and overtook him. Kanai
remained cool and cire
Kortz pushed too har
Kanai was back in th
to third and pushing
triple his car landed :
and it was obvious th
damaged and he was

keep going. In t
damaged the sus
repairs by his pit
track. Kanai just
faltering, to be h
A well deserved
especially as I had
his earlier 10 sect

Matias,
fastest

ing the week of the rac
work :

says. (A X X J

I cannot let ‘Killer’ go without sending the
best wishes of all the RRCi reader’s to Kevin
and new wife Suzanne who tied the knot in
Las Vegas during the event. Helping to organ-

The new General Silicones car Innl(s tistinctly MP7.5
ish to me

The Berganzoni Flash of Samuel Lenzi of Italy sported a
Mugen tank, they don't break
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