B a1

Duggal

EFRA 1/1 Oth

0ff Road European

F
~—————¥ 8
|
|
|

F

- Teessl

de

e A
)

)

usysmE Eif

e
=ty

i
(88

reat Br"

e i § K
e 1

he Teesside Club, Britain's largest,
were the hosts of this, the pre-
mier event in Europe. Major spon-
sors were Barclaycard, Company
Barclaycard and M-Troniks.
Tremendous efforts had been put
into organising it all. A massive
marquee, complete with tables
and chairs for all, provided covered pitting and
plenty of space. A further marquee was provid-
ed for scrutineering and this was even big
enough to include a couple of model shops.
Next up was the mains electricity supply, and
here Teesside had a problem. There is no mains
supply nearby and they had to hire a genera-
tor, but when I say a generator, I mean a piece
of kit that looked like a small power station -
no problem with that! Finishing touches
included a fully equipped Race Control, St John
Ambulance on site and even a great set of flags
hung out for all the nations taking part. The
venue really did look the business and instant-
ly set that great event atmosphere.

A 'moment to savour for Graham, Jukia and Philip o

The Track

This was a fresh design by Teesside’s Smmn
Cook. The dominant feature was d hitige. "
banked turn, constructed in plywood, thai: £
like' a wall of death. The surface had heen:re
painted with a coarse grained coating te give
high grip. This it did, but there was a dowsn- -
side - severe tyre wear. A set of tyres would
only last two runs - thankfully not a problem

_ at the Euros as the EFRA tyre rule permits a

W at affer every two runs. The
yest of the lap contained undulating
_terrain, a bomb hole, a ramp jump
“and a tricky concrete slab on the
inside apex of the corner leading on
to the straight. The racing surface
was virtually all grass and hard
wearing. It was going to be a real test
of man and machine.
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Julka's Losi XX4

Practise

During free practise the cars were put
through technical inspection and also all the
transmitters were thoroughly tested. Teesside
had a very interesting new radio analyser that
was capable of scanning every frequency,
including those from abroad. It certainly sorted
out any poor gear, and avoided any interfer-
ence problems. On Wednesday morning there
were two more practise sessions but this time
in heat order and with the timing equipment
fitted. A driver’s best time from the controlled
practise would determine the starting order for
the first round of qualifying. This is a great
idea as it usually means the fastest drivers get
to start first in their heats, rather than having
to sort this out in round one of qualifying.

Graham Allsop's Predator |

2WD -
Qualifying

It had to be round by round qualifying, given
the British weather, qualifying over two days
and the grass surface. EFRA rules dictate that
three out of the five rounds will count and this
does make life a tiifle difficult as three good
runs are needed. Consistency is needed more
than outright speed. A wide variety of tyres
were being used in the early sessions but the
favourite was Schumacher Green or Blue
Minispikes on the back. Either two row studs
or slim minispikes were used up front depend-
ing on how much steering each driver wanted.
The French tyre company, Medial Pro, was

Graig and his B3

putting in a big presence after their tyres had
proved so good at the earlier warm up race.
These tyres worked but required a lot of effort
in preparation. Some drivers were cutting out
part of the width of the tyre, others took out
some of the diameter, and all cut down the
length of the spikes. It was quite usual to
spend an hour preparing just one pair of tyres.
By the time all qualifying was over, the grass
on the track had worn and the weather was
quite hot. Conditions then favoured
Schumacher’s yellow compound minispike and
this was to be the exclusive tyre used by all
the top ten drivers in the finals.

Round 1

A great start by the Brits. Fifteen of the top
twenty places with Ellis Stafford fastest,
Graham Alsop second and reigning 2wd cham-
pion, Craig Drescher, fifth. The main threat to
Craig's title was of course, Jukka Steenari from
Finland, and he placed seventh.

Round 2

Graham Alsop got a great run in his Losi, and
was easily the quickest in round two. Ellis goes
second, Dave Duggan with the B3 an impres-
sive third, Jukka fourth and Craig fifth. The
wear on the racing line was causing some
understeer on the Associated cars and Craig
was the first to try the ‘aggressive’ steering
set-up that is hardly ever used.

Round 3

The steering change gave Craig the edge he
was looking for and he took round three by
storm. His time was also the fastest qualifying
time so far, and this was enough to move him
into the top qualifier spot when all three
rounds were taken into account. Jukka
Steenari was second, only one point adrift, and
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The Finals
A Final - Leg 1

i thest put on
runs we have
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second but was coming under
re from a ha
uggarn.

A Final - Leg 3

All to play for and the top two drivers in
Europe had one leg win each. Craig made no
mistake at this third leg start but Jukka was
also in determined mood. Fantastic racing fol-

lap after lap with Jukka right on
oor. It looked very much like

|d just do it but two laps from the
last ditch effort proved too much and
e crash costs two seconds. Craig takes the

nd the European 2wd Championship for
r up and Ryan Coxall
hird, Onee again it was

the podium

_all about Craig and Jukka and it was clear that

fhese two are in a different performance league
from the rest.

Trophy presentation went with all the usual
raz-a-ma-taz, and then Craig got bombed with
a bucket load of the most amazing ‘mush,
Pizza, beer and heaven only knows what eise -
he looked a right mess! Happy though!

AT J
Qualifying

We started all over again with a fresh event,
but there was one big change. 2wd had enjoyed
sett and consistent track conditions
but it was going to be very different in 4wd.
The weather turned, the temperature dropped
and the rain ¢l came rolling in. The big
trouble was that it didn't rain all the time but
carme and went in showers. W

Vorse was that it
did this part way through some of the qualify-

ing rounds.

m
All

: the
hree

heats and

ers were concerned
1 meant they only

Ron and Sue Harker headed up the Teeside Team, the
uniforims are a bit strange Ron!

had four left, of which three had to count -
tough one!

Round 2

It was wet at the start of the round but the
track was drying out and lap times improving.
Philip Murton, driving his Predator in heat 10,
made the most of the improved conditions and
put in a good 15 lap run to TQ the round, but
as heat 12 got under way it started raining
again. Disaster! Drivers were now two whole
laps off the pace. The rain did stop quite
quickly and the times improved a little by heat
15 to allow Jukka a good 14 lap run to go
ninth in that round. Others like Craig Drescher
and William Mitcham, were well down the order
and had now suffered two bad rounds and
would have to make all the remaining three
count. Mike Drescher, the EFRA Chairman,
called all the Team Managers to a meeting fo
see if they could sort something out to try and
compensate for the unfair qualifying condi-
tions. Unfortunately the EFRA rules are so
tightly written that nothing could be done
that would change the situation. With the ben-
efit of hindsight, the referees and the race
director should have invoked the EFRA rain
rule and stopped qualifying as soon as the rain
started. The session should then have been
restarted after the track had dried.

Round 3

ercifully round three was virtually unaffect-
ed by rain and all drivers had similar condi-
tions. The names at the top now had a more
familiar sound. Jamie Booth went fastest with
fellow Predator teami-mates, Graham Alsop
third, Willlam Mitcham fifth-and Phil Murton
sixth. Jukka went second in the round, £raig
fourth. -

Round 4

Sunday and the rain held off in round four
and 46 drivers managed 15 lap runs. The Tenth
Technology Predators were easily the best, tak-
ing the top three positions with Phil Murton
having another great run to TQ the round. Phil.
now had a commanding lead in the overall
points score and Jukka was second, Graham |
Alsop third. So many drivers like Craig Drescher

Kevin

e
Ryan

Coxall

T. Tech, M.troniks, Mirage, Orion
Model Hobby

T. Tech, M.troniks, Mirage, Orion
Reedy, Model Hobby
Losi, Sanwa, Orion, MIP
Novak, Lunsford
T. Tech, M.troniks, Orion
Corally, Innervations

T. Tech, M.troniks, Sanwa, Orion
Medial Pro

Sponsor

Associated, LRP, KO, MIP, Orion
Reedy, Proline, Innervations
Losi, LRP, KO, Trinity, Helger

pic Paint

Losi, LRP, KO, Lunsford, MIP
Evdoka Paint
Losi, LRP, Trinity, Helger
Wheelspin Models
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Car Motor Cells Speedo Rear
Tyres
redat Orion Orion V-Max M.troniks Medjial Pro Medial Pro
XK98 12'x3 2000 igi Max Indoor Indoor h
Predator Reedy Reedy/Orion S Medial Pro Mediat Pro
XK98 Trisonic 11 x 2 2000 igi Max Indoor door 3
Losi XX4 n Orion V-Max Novak Medial Pro edial Pro
11 %2 2000 Cyclone Indoor Indo |
Orion V-Max M.troniks Medial Pro Medial Pro =
2000 Prodigi Max Indoor Indoor
Predator Orion V-Max M.troniks Medial Pro Medial Pro
XK98 1 2000 Prodigi Max Indoor Indoor
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