OFF ROAD

1997 IFMAR WoRrLp CHAMPIONSHIPS

The 1997 IFVAR 1:10 0ff Road World Championships were held at the historic Ranch Pit Shop in sunny California, USA. A superh new track was constructed especially
for the event and, with all the hest drivers in the Worl gathered together the scene was set for a momentous event at a superh venue
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hen you
hear that
the Worlds
are being
held at the
‘Ranch’ you know that certain
things are guaranteed. First of all
the Southern Californian weather
in mid-August is going to be
fantastic and secondly the Ranch
Pit Shop crew are going to
organise and host a great event.
Sure enough this year the weather
was incredibly hot and the whole
meeting ran like clockwork.
Everyone who's anyone in the
World of RC car racing was there
and they all seemed very happy to
be taking part in the biggest event
of the year.

THE QUALIFYING
SYSTEM

For the first time at an Off Road
Worlds the Round-by-round
qualifying system would be used.
The original idea for this method
of qualifying was to even things
out and give every driver a fair
chance of qualifying usually on a
cutup or constantly changing
track. In Britain this rule is only
implemented when the conditions
require, such as when it rains and
the track gets gradually slower
during the day.

At the Ranch there were no such
problems as the track was
superbly prepared and stood up to
the rigours of a weeks racing very
well, but the latest IFMAR rules
state that this system has to be
used.

The format used meant that it
was a drivers best three qualifying

ON TOP OF THE WORLDS

As wrth any large event lhere was a feam of p ‘ d
exiremely hard to organise and run the 19" rlds. chk Joh on
was responsible for keeping everything together, producing an
excellent Official Programme and keeping the Team Losi web site
up-to-date with all the latest times and gossip. Ken Shintani was
Race Director and had to sort out many problems for people during
the event and Murcus e kept everyone entertained with his

; ophone. Allen Losi

ha atea  of people helpmg hlm o
ying he finals.

under comrol an runmng smo

The sponsors for this magnificent event were Team Losi, Team
and Team Novak. They have to be thanked by everyone involved
because between them they put a lot of money, time an

| these World Championships and were a major contribution to ‘Ehe;r
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The chief referees for the event were Bill Beltran and Dallas Mathiesen.

Alove: Masami Hirosaka's Yokomo MX4 in action.
Laii- Masami Hirosaka's chief mechanic, Masali, is
also his proud father:
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times from five rounds which
would count for his overall
qualifying position using a points
system starting with 155 points for
first place, 153 for second and
then one point deducted all the
way down to 150th place. The
three best scores were then added
together to defermine final
positions.

This system means that a driver
has to be consistent and get three
good times rather than just going
for it each time. The system does
tend to penalise heavily if a driver
suffers a couple of breakdowns
and basically cuts the number of
qualifying chances in half. Not
only that but the qualifying was
split with four rounds on one day

 to Pefe and he lpe’
the driver

Masami’s tlad works on his new
Associated RC10 B3 which took
T0in 2WD.

Richard Weatherley of Tenth Technology made the
1rif to the Worlds. He set up William Mitcham's
XK5 with which he finished an excellent Sth.

and the last round the next
morning.

THE DRIVERS

As you would expect at any
Worlds all the top drivers were
present. Team Losi were hopeful of
winning their first World
Championship and had a full team
of drivers present including Brian
Kinwald, Greg Hodapp and Matt
Francis. ‘

The Associated/Yokomo team
had their top stars present

Losi Team Manager. Richard, kept the drivers
organised.

including Masami Hirosaka, Mark
Pavidis and Craig Drescher.

Tenth Technology had their top
driver William Mitcham at the
Worlds whilst the Schumacher
team were relying on the talents of
Jukka Steenari and Teemu Lieino.

THE 2WD
QUALIFYING

Watching the cars during practice
it was very difficult to judge who
was going quickly enough to be in
with a chance of doing well at

momcs e /ﬁ,’,-“}:ﬁ

The Novak Electronics employees had a day trig to the Warld Championships. Its a shoet trip as their factory

18 only a couple of mils up the road.

these championships because,
with a fairly easy to drive track,
everyone looked to be going well.
When we got to qualifying
proper it was a different story as a

few drivers upped the pace and
looked to be going extremely fast.
Masami ‘Mr Consistent’ Hirosaka
looked very quick right from the
first round with his new Associated
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punch. LRP also had a some
new batteries named

|hcrec§|b|y' small charger the
size of a receiver.
Team Associated had a

d in hands of Musam[
osaka took TQ.
Yokomo also had a new car
Ibeit in profolype form. The

 new name in accessories
ved on the scene at the
s called ‘Team Homies'.
sature a small range of
d aluminium parts
by Derek Furutani one of which
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Inside the 4WD winning Yokomo MX4 of Masami Hirosaka.

B3 car. Masami took the FTD in
rounds one, three and five to give
him overall TQ spot.

In second place overall was
Greg Hodapp driving his Losi
XXCR. Greg took the fastest time in
the second round and actually
held TQ after round four, but lost
out to Masami in the last round.

In third place was ex2WD
World Champ Brian Kinwald with
his Losi XXCR. Brian was also very

Far Left: Schumacher driver
Karl Marsten.

Left- Sehumacher Team Manager
and top R&D man Phil Booth.

consistent and took the fastest time
in the fourth round. These three
drivers dominated the 2WD event
and between them fook every
round TQ and it looked like we

were in for three very close Adfinals.

THE 2WD
FINALS

With 150 drivers taking part in
the 2WD event the finals went
down to ‘O’. The minor finals

were scheduled to take place
between the main Afinals, giving
the top ten plenty of time fo get
their cars ready.

With the Afinal split equally
between five Associated B3s and
five Losi XXCRs we were expecting
a really exciting and tense ‘clash
of the Titans’ and we weren't to be
disappointed.

After a clean start there was a
pile up on the first lap of the first
Adinal which allowed eighth place
qualifier Mark Pavidis through and
into second place. Meanwhile
Masami was able to get away at
the front and start to build up a
lead. At the halfway point Masami

had a one second lead over Mark
followed by Scott Hughes in third.
At the three minute mark

Masami made an uncharacteristic
mistake and rolled his car which
allowed Mark Pavidis to take the
lead. At four minutes the top six
cars were all in with a chance of

_winning. Masami continued to put

pressure on Mark at the front
throughout the last minute of the
race, but Mark was able to hold
on to take victory in the first leg.
There was a bit of a messy start
to the second leg as Greg Hodapp
tried to get past Masami for the
lead and they collided. This
allowed Brian Kinwald through

Graig Deeschers Yokomo MX4.

Far Left: Team Kyosho
were at the Worlds with a
few prototype car hased
on the old Lazer IXR.
Lefi- Cars on the start line
Waiting to quality,
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2.  Brian Dunbar
0 ;

2WD FINAL POSITIONS
1. BrianKinwald 51

s

Jon am Mike Leonard gt the Worlds.

into the lead followed by Scott
Brown and Brian Dunbar. At the
two minute mark Brian Kinwald
only had a half second lead over
Scott Brown. Brian Dunbar then
made a good move on Scott
Brown to take second place. With
these two fighting it out Brain
Kinwald was able to stretch his
lead slightly. Once safely into
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The 4WD Afinalists ar inteoduced to the spectators.

second place Brian Dunbar set
about catching Kinwald whilst
Scott Brown in third was
preoccupied with Greg Hodapp
who was challenging him for third.
Kinwald was able to hold on to
take the win of the second leg
followed by Brian Dunbar with
Greg Hodapp passing Scott
Brown to take third on the last lap.

Most of the Yokomo team hal to buifd their ne

After a short delay to the start
of the last Afinal tension was
really building. Brian Kinwald was
at his ‘Dirtinating” best as he
jumped straight into the lead at the
start with a superb move on the
inside of the top two qualifiers.
With Masami getting tangled up
Brian was able fo get away and
build up a lead. Mark Francis got

into second place followed by
Brian Dunbar. Mark Francis then
rolled his car which allowed
Dunbar to take over second spot
whilst Kinwald continved to lead.
After putting in some fantastic
lap times during the race Brian
Kinwald crossed the finishing line
to take his second Afinal win and
with it the 1997 2WD World

The Losi team used prety standard XXCR's in 2WD with five making it into the A-inal.

Championship. Brian Dunbar held
on to take second, giving him
second overall with Masami
getting back up to take third place
and third overall.

This was a great and very
popular victory for Brian, taking
his second World Championship
titte and for Team Losi taking their
first after many years of trying.

THE 4AWD
QUALIFYING
With the 2WD title decided and
after a days rest, on which many
of the drivers either built their new
AWD cars or went practising at
the nearby ‘MnM Raceway’,
everyone was ready to resume
racing.

4WD qudlifying was dominated
by one man - Masami Hirosaka. His
new profotype Yokomo MX4 looked
incredibly smooth all round the track
and looked superb both on the flat
and over the jumps. The round by
round qualifying system being used
suited Masami very well as he was

able to string together three
consistent FTD runs and take overall
TQ dfter the first three rounds. This
did create an atmosphere of

* anficlimax as Masami couldn’t be

beaten and had TQ with two
rounds still left fo go.

Mark Pavidis was also very
consistent putting in three second
place runs to secure second place
on the grid with is Yokomo MX4.
In third place it was a superb
performance from Finland'’s Teemu
Lieino who after mixed fortunes
during qualifying ended on a high
by taking the FTD in the last round
with his Schumacher CAT 2000SE.
Jukka Steenari followed his
Schumacher team-mate in fourth
spot whilst there was a very happy
William Mitcham in fifth place.
Richard Weatherley came over to
the Worlds specidlly fo setup
Wiilliam's Predator XK5 and it
definitely paid off as the car
looked to be handling very well.

The main news in the 4WD
class was the absence of the new

§f TAKES a cas,

Metop
Tewin A anp a wwiver

samsed ||}
WIRED FHRAPTOS
The Trinity and Losi teams had special T-shirts
made after their victory in 2WD.

2WD champion in the Adfinal.
Brian Kinwald had a nightmare in
the 4WD class with the round by
round qualifying system really
taking its toll and stopping him
from being able to qualify. With
three breakdowns in five rounds
he was only able to put in two
good times which meant only
making the H-final.

Jim and Paul Mitchell made the journey from
Scotfand to compete at the Worlds.

THE 4WD
FINALS

After being beaten in 2WD where
he started on pole, Masami wasn't
going fo suffer the same fate in his
favourite class. With his car
looking so good all through
qualifying it would have been a
brave man who bet against him
winning in 4WD.
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Front Tyres

Rear Tyres

Servo

Pos [Name Car Motor |Speedo Batteries Radio
Masami Hirosaka |{RC10 B3 Reedy 10x2 Tekin M-Star Red |Yokomo Losi Rib Losi Sprint KO PS-2015 KO Vantage
Greg Hodapp Losi XXCR Trinity D2 14x3__ |Novak Cyclone | Trinity Vis Losi Wide Silver |Losi Silver X2000 Airtronics ERG-ZR_|Airtronics M8
Brian Kinwald Losi XXCR Trinity D2 13x2__|Novak Cyclone | Trinity Vis Losi Silver Losi Silver X2000 Airtronics 151 Airtronics 3PS
Scott Hughes RC10B3 Reedy 11x6 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Proline Holeshot M2_|Futaba Airtronics 3PS
Scott Brown Losi XXCR Trinity D2 13x5__|Novak Cyclone | Trinity Vis Losi Wide Gold _|Losi Silver X2000 JR 4735 JR R-756
Mark Francis RC10 B3 Reedy 11x2 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Proline Holeshot M2 |Airtronics 94157 | Airtronics 3PS
Jason Ruona RC10 B3 Reedy 10x4 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Proline Holeshot M2 |Airtronics 94157 | Airtronics 3PS
Mark Pavidis RC10 B3 Reedy 11x2 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Proline Holeshot M2 |Airtronics 94157 | Airtronics M8
Brain Dunbar Losi XXCR GM EVO Il 12x4 |Novak Cyclone  |GM-Vis Losi Silver Losi Silver X2000 Airtronics 94157 [Airtronics M8

0 |Gabe Boudreau Novak Cyclone  |Trinity Vis Losi Wide Gold _|Losi Silver X2000 Airtronics 94155 |Airtronics 3PS

Losi XXCR

Trinity D2 13x3

|Batteries

Servo

Radio

{Name Car Front Tyres Rear Tyres

Masami Hirosaka _[Yokomo MX4 Reedy 10x2 Tekin M-Star Red [Yokomo Losi Silver Sprint_[Losi Silver Sprint KO PS-2015 KO Vantage
Mark Pavidis Yokomo MX4 Reedy 10x2 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Sprint_|Losi Silver Sprint Airtronics 94157 | Airtronics M8
Teemu Lieino Schumacher CAT 2000SE |Corally 11x3 LRP IPC V6 Orion V-max Losi Silver Sprint |Losi Silver Sprint Airtronics 94157 |Airtronics M8
Jukka Steenari Schumacher CAT 2000SE |Corally 11x3 LRP IPC V6 Orion V-max Losi Silver Sprint {Losi Silver Sprint Sanwa GRG-RR__ [Sanwa
Wiliam Mitcham | Ttech XK5 'Worlds Spec' [Maxtec 11x2 LRP IPC V6 Maxtech V-tech |Losi Silver Sprint [Losi Silver Sprint KO 1002 KO Vantage
Greg Hodapp Losi XX-4 Trinity D2 11x3 _ [Novak Cyclone | Trinity Vis Losi Silver Sprint |Losi Silver Sprint Airtronics 94157 Airtronics M8
Billy Easton Yokomo MX4 Reedy 10x2 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Sprint_[Losi Silver Sprint Futaba 59402 Futaba 3PJ
Craig Drescher Yokomo MX4 Reedy 10x2 LRP IPC V6 Reedy/Orion Losi Silver Sprint_|Losi Silver Sprint Sanwa GRG-RR __ [Sanwa

Rick Hohwart Losi XX-4 Peak 11x3 Novak Cyclone  |Reedy/Orion Losi Worlds Losi Silver Sprint Futaba 59402 Futaba 3PJ
Matt Francis Trinity D2 11x2 _ [LRP IPC VB Trinity Vis Losi Silver Sprint_|Losi Silver Sprint Airtronics 94157 | Airtronics M8

Losi XX-4

Matt Francis
readies his Losi XN4
Tor the A-final.

Sure enough in the first Afinal
Masami made a superb start to
lead the whole race from start to
finish and take the win with his
team-mate Mark Pavidis and
Schumacher’s Jukka Steenari
coming in second and third after a
very close race long batile.

Masami jumped straight into the
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The cars are very carefully placed in their grid positions hefore the start of the 2WD A-final.

lead once again at the start of the
second leg. Looking incredibly
smooth Masami walked away with
the second leg of the final to claim
his ninth FMAR World
Championship title. Jukka Steenari
came home in second followed by
Rick Hohwart and William
Mitcham.

Sceutineering at the World Chiampionships was
very strictly controlled.

These days if a driver wins a
championship by winning the first
two legs of the final he usually
refrains from running in the last
one. This is so he does not fo
interfere with the battle for the rest
of the places or suffer the danger
of incurring a penalty which could
throw doubt over his new title.
After winning the first fwo legs and
so the 1997 4WD Off Road
Worlds, Masami Hirosaka decided
that he would take part in the last
leg of the final.

At the start Masami was slow to
pull away and slewed across the
track.This caused a big pile up of
cars and allowed Rick Hohwart to
take the lead. Rick rolled his car
allowing Billy Easton to take over
the lead followed by Teemu Lieino
in second. Teemu started to

challenge for the lead and was
able to get past Easton and try to
pull away. Billy was having none
of it and stuck to the back of
Teemu's car looking for a way
back past. Teemu was able to
withstand this tfremendous pressure
right to the end crossing the line to
take the win of the third leg from
Billy Easton with Craig Drescher
third and William Mitcham fourth.

With Masami already champion
it was Jukka Steenari who took
second overall with Schumacher
team-mate Teemu Lieino an
.excellent third.

THE END

The 1997 Worlds will be
remembered for many things. It
was Team Losi’s very first World
Championship win, something they
have been working very hard to
achieve for a long time and Brian
Kinwald became the first driver to
win a World title for two different
manufacturers.

The spectators were treated to a
great display of driving from
Masami Hirosaka who took TQ in
both classes and was dominant in
the 4WD event.

The meeting ran without a hitch
and the whole organisation was
superb. The venue was great and
the entire Ranch Pit Shop crew
were very friendly and welcoming.
Well that's it for two years.
Congratulations to two worthy
champions and well done to
everyone who competed in the
1997 IFMAR Off Road World
Championships.



