Top heat line-up.

Practice

Round 1 of practice and first to show their
speed are Jukka Steenari and Craig Drescher
who are demonstrably faster than anyone else.
Dan Marson went very well and was 4th
fastest.

Round 2 and the times are much slower due
to the track breaking up and debris every-
where, a lot of drivers were beginning to feel
that this wasn't the best track they had ever
driven on. It was no surprise to find the Team
Managers voting for Round by Round qualifying
which at the Euros means 3 rounds to count
from the five.

Qualifying

Throughout qualifying Jukka Steenari and

'K Final actio

Craig Drescher showed why they were regarded 1. Craig Drescher 421 i‘;j) 140 137 e 142

as pre-tournament favourites, dominating the 5. Jukka Steenari 417 o 136 135 8 126

five rounds of qualifying, with Craig taking FTD 3. Willjam Mitcham 415 137 139 138 129 -

from Jukka by four points. With Craig gradual- 4 Richard Cree 414 136 138 122 1?_9 -
ly going faster as qualifying progressed, one 5. Sascha Falter 409 133 142 109 116 o
extra point was awarded to him as round top 6. Vincent Heligoin 408 132 137 131 131 -
qualifier, thus totalling 142 in one round. If 7. Holger R'seifner 405 1 4 i 134 132 o
you think the numbers look strange then it 8. Geoffrey Petit 402 130 126 142 13(‘)1 -
reflects ‘£hﬁﬂmmmglber of drivers registered 9. Arnaud Collet 400 1 s 129 il

to 1acé) i.e. 141. ' 10. Daniel Vega 400 13 i

The final top ten after féléxﬁg rounds and taking
he best three scores is shovﬁ% in the qualify-
g table. options. Brian yHarris
Associatedfon‘pole and two more RC10 therBritish opinion o
i { Continue racing de
g | fg; é}p all racing and de: i tubbi aig deciding to use modified
There now! follo a lengthy delay while all fying, 3. Just run the 1 i kes a horizontal cut across the

ifying t1m§s were collaﬁ% gl 4%( ree rows of spikes out of the

' hecked Better to get things i ght, Glue the tyre back together and
¢ this tightens it’s fit on the 2.2” rim and gives
a lower profile. Takes away some of the shock
absorbency bu enhances the handling espe-

tem that
hills behizid
fanned y a

Vi

him. Maybe the tactic is to
to try too hard and crash,
very dangerous way to
ll over yourse]

er Team Managers meetmgté% discuss
T R
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Driver Qual Final Sponsor Car Motor Cells Speedo Front Rear
Pos Pos Tyres Tyres
Craig 1 1 JS Racing, Associated, LRP, Orion Associated Reedy Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Proline Proline
Drescher Reedy, Proline, MIP, RCPC RC10B2 Trisonic 10 x 3 V-Max 2.2 Rib M3 Flat Stubbie M2
: Kimborough
Jukka 2 2 Schumacher, Corally, LRP, Orion Schumacher Corally Orion RC2000 LRP IPC - Losi Wide Rib Proline
Steenari Pienais Malli Fireblade T1ixy2 V-Max Silver Holeshot M2 ‘
William 3 6 Losi, LRP, Maxtec, KO Losi Maxtec Maxtec V-Tech LRP IPC Losi Wide Rib Proline Bow
Mitcham Innervations XXCR 11x6 Gold Silver Tie M2
Richard 4 7 Losi, LRP, AGR, Orion Losi AGR Pro Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Wide Rib Proline
Cree Helgar Racing XXCR Series 10 x 3 V-Max Silver Holeshot M2
Sascha 5 4 Losi, GM Racing, Sanwa Losi GM Evo II GM GM Losi Wide Rib Losi Big Shot
Falter XXCR 12x4 VIS 2000 Galaxy Silver Silver
Vincent 6 3 Schumacher, Corally, LRP Schumacher Corally Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Wide Rib Proline : S
Heligoin ORin, ACT, Select Models Fireblade 11x3 V-Max Silver Holeshot M2 e g 1 S ra 1 O n
Holger 7 10 Losi, GM Racing, KO Losi GM Evo IT GM GM Losi Wide Rib Losi Big Shot
Rabenseifner XXCR 13 xe2 Vis 2000+ Galaxy Gold Silver ®
Geoffrey 8 9 LRP, Orion, Peak Performance Losi Peak Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Wide Rib Proline Bow Tie an rac 1 c e
Petit Apex Models, ECT, PRP XXCR 1% 2 V-Max Silver M2
Arnaud 9 8 Associated, LRP, Orion, URCII Associated Corally Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Wide Rib Proline
Collet 38 Racing, Select Models RC10B2 11x3 V-Max Silver Holehot M2 We get to the k bright and early and find into 20 available places. The organisers seemed
Daniel 10 5 Associated, LRP MIP, KO Associated LRP LRP RC2000 LRP IPC Proline 2.2 Proline the organisers h in Fill the worst of quite incapable of fitting these drivers in
Veg2 BeIG, SRR Rulosz Etycho Ml Kb £ogl the craters with the loose dirt and stones and quickly and it was not until the second round

of free practice was almost over, that they got
placed. Considering that reserves pay 50% more
for their entries, then they should have been
treated much better. In the end some of them
only got one practice run compared to every-

and Pro-line.
After a long, hard day many crashed out back
at the hotels, others found the energy to do
the clubbing thing, I don’t blame them as the
night life in Barcelona is all that you would
imagine - at least so I am told, I was far to
tired to ﬁnd out myself!

thoroughly watered the track. OK - it looks

and was showing off a little by pulling wheel-
ies on the last lap.

The British Team can be very proud of these
results, as we are certainly not used to driving
on tracks as difficult as this. Talking to the
French and other Europeans made me realise
why they had gone so much better at these . Richard Cree
championships. 1/8th Rallycross is much more . Arnaud Collet
the dominant form of racing in France and 9. Geoffrey Petit
mostly the electric cars have to run on the 10. Holger Rabenseifner

R Finalists.

s Ef;écause the trac broke
thos@% in the first féw heats, i.e.
ers 1 G,éélways had the best con-

‘Jukka Steenari
. Vincent Heligoin
. Sascha Falter

. Daniel Vega

. William Mitcham

00N OO N W RN

ulted in

The hush fire - which halted proceedings.

That was it - race over and Craig is European
Champion again and had made it look all too
easy!

Leg 3 - Craig comes out and places his car on
the grid but just before the start, his car is
removed and he watches the race from the ros-
trum. Mike told me that Craig has always want-
ed to do that at a hig meeting and now he
took his chance and enjoyed the moment!
Jukka led from the off all the way to the flag

Craiy toasts
his victory, ki
what's this
melon all

ahout..

R 1997 Radio Race Car

Rallycross tracks.

It's 8.30pm and time for the trophy presenta-
tion. Every final winner gets a trophy, along
with a concours winner. All the ‘A’ finalists
were presented with a trophy and then the top
three stepped on to the rostrum for the play-
ing of the British national anthem. This was
followed by the Champagne spraying which
soon degenerated into mayhem! Craig was
rughy tackled to the ground and then drowned
in champagne, beer and water. Just to finish
him off, he was allowed to get up only to have
half a giant melon smashed over his head -
what a sight!

Nice one Craig
Title. Another o

at’s his 10th European
or Associated, Reedy, Orion

il podium. Left to
scher (1st), Vin

ukia Steenari (2nd), Crraig

Brtish Placings

B Final

2nd Rob Gammon
4th Jon Tucker
6th Dan Marson
7th Ellis Stafford
8th Richard Barton
9th Ian Kenningley
C Finals

3rd Dave Duggan
5th Matt Needham
6th Karl Marsden
7th Jamie Booth
9th Kevin Moore

D Finals

1st Ian Flynn

3rd Craig Coxall
5th Mark Smith
9th Graham Alsop
10th Ben Rayment
E Final

9th Simon Delph

F Finals

1st Richard Meredith
7th Craig Coxall
9th Stephen Lawson
10th James Smith
G Finals

1st Philip Murton
2nd Mark Scott
3rd Alan Harman
10th Danny Sweeby

H Finals

3rd David Burton
5th Ian Joyce

I Finals

2nd Stuart Davison
K Finals
1st Adam Skelding

manager’s meeting!
ng was disqualified
scrutineers found all
¢ ic wiring concealed under a driver
figure insir% h1s car. This all looked suspicious-
ly like the banned steering gyro that Helbing
had devel ed and Helbing offered no explana-
tion whe %asked Once the story had well and
truly circulated, Helbing then went along and
“told:the.organisers that the wiring was only a
dummy and there was no device concealed or
otherwise. He had only put in this wiringasa
joke and to gain attention. The officials furthe
inspected the car and withdrew the disq :
cation, with Helbing going away happ

that our drivex
list were in di

As far as I could see there were a total of 15
drivers from all countries waiting to be slotted

Delays again blighted the start of the day.
Problems arose with a disagreement on which
radio frequency Craig should have been using,
they appeared to be sorted out, but then camey,
the crazy bit. A club official began to go down
the rostrum line asking the drivers what fre-
quency they were using, during the race!
Understandably, he was kindly asked to leave!
But he was so determined he started tapping
on Craig’s shoulder and shouting in his ear!
The result, a crash that spoiled Craig’s run
and many others were put off by this

lan Kenninyley grabbed 2nd with his Losi XX4.



this is only
the practice. The
way the Losi cars go
over the bumps is quite awe
inspiring but William’s Predator
looks quite good too. My money was on
Tan or one of the other Losi drivers to get the
win because they could push that much harder
and were the only cars that could actually race
on this surface rather than carefully pick their
way round. William's XK5 ground to a halt but
it seemed that this was only a practice car on
which something had been tried that didn't
work. No problem - back to the qualifying car.

A Final Leg 1

Pole position was to be crucial and Jukka
didn’t squander the advantage. He led away
from the start with Ian right behind and
William passing Ellis and Kevin for third. L:
three and everyone seems to be crashing
including the race leader. Somehow he k

had drawn

such attention to

himself. Strange to say
the least!

Anyway qualifying did finally get
underway with five rounds, best three to
count. The positions from each round of quali-
fying of the top ten drivers are as per table:

Top Ten after all rounds with the best three
to count.

A great result for Schumacher with Jukka on
pole but Losi very pleased to have seven cars
in the A. Commiseration’s to Philip Murton who
ended up pole in the B.

The practice final eventually got under way
at 12.30 and you should bear in mind we have
all been at the track since 8.00 am and have
had only one 5 minute run in four and a half
hours! Anyway Ian Kenningley starts off look-
ing very good and so too does Ellis Stafford
until he rolls and

time and into third. Ian seemed to be trying /
just that little bit too hard and madé too maﬁlﬁy
errors but still is quick enough to gss Richard
for second place on lap nine. Ian p :
tering last three laps taking nea
onds out of Jukka's lead but it is

i

" Jukka Stee 1

1. Jukka Steenarl i .

2. Tan Kenningley 5 : :

3. Ellis Stafford 8 & : :

4. Kevin Moore 11 : ; . :

5. William Mitcham 112 b s ! : :
6. Ramon Guasch 14 : - 5 : ;
7. Richard Barton 15 2 b : ° o
8. Richard Cree 20 . : b : :
9. Sascha Falter 24 . : = : s
10. Karl Marsden 27

A Final leg 2

This time Ellis makes a good start and the
1,2,3 order is preserved. Into lap two and Ian
is all over Jukka but this Finnish driver is ice
cool and will not be rattled into a mistake and
indeed it's Ian who makes the mistake and
everyone else drives past the upturned car
before it is marshalled.

Lap three and Jukka is pulling away from

Ellis and William is in third. Ellis changes gear

breaks a front shock tower. Jukka looks like he
ing backwards but we must remember that

jley’s Losi XX4 - No.10.

g’%%%@mﬂ for Jukka, that makes him overall
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' Driver Qual Final Sponsor Car Motor Cells Speedo Front Rear
and makes the big push for Jukka on lap four Pos Pos Tyres Tyres
and William is right there too. For two laps Jukka 1 1 Schumacher, Corally, LRP Schumacher Corally Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Ifmar Losi Ifmar
Ellis is all over Jukka, rolls and gets back up, Steenari Orion, Piendis Malli Cat 2000EC 11x3 V-Max Stud Silver Stud Silver
slides wide and gets back, hits bumps every- Ian 2 2 Losi, Trinity, Racer, M.troniks Losi Trinity D2 Trinity M.troniks Losi Ifmar Losi Ifmar

: s ’ Kenningley KO, Innvervations, Modelsport XX 11x2 Vis 2000 Prodigi Stud Silver Stud Silver
thing, and gets away with it all. Jukka must . T . — — - -
h Feteit b h d bv thi Ellis 3 4 Losi, Trick Bits, Trinity, Racer, KO Losi Trinity D2 Trinity Novak Losi Ifmar Losi Ifmar
ave nerves ot s e? OALI0LINE DIldSE 2 .Y 1% Stafford Novak, Hurricane Mods Toxix Pt XX4 10x2 Vis 2000 Cyclone Stud Silver Stud Silver
lot. Even when Ellis stuffs the car, William hits . Kevin 4 7 Losi, KO, LRP, MIP, Racer Losi LRP Big Pig LRP RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Ifmar Losi Ifmar
him and knocks him straight back on, still in Moore Evdoka Paint XX4 11x2 Hi-Volt Stud Silver Stud Silver

second - unbelievable stuff. William 5 5 Tenth Technology, Maxtec, LRP T-Tech Predator Maxtec Maxtec V-Tech LRP IPC Proline Flat Proline Flat
A bit later Ellis makes a dramatic bid for the Mitcham Trakdate, KO, Grafix, Racer XK5 1d % 2 Platinum 2000 Stubbies M2 Stubbies M2
lead and tries to pass Jukka on the short start Ramon 6 8 Losi, LRP, DIS Models, KO Losi LRP LRRP RC2000 LRP IPC Proline Flat Proline Flat
straight but they collide and Ellis comes off Guasch Proline, JM Painted XX4 Hi-Volt Stubbies M2 Stubbies M2
: 13 G Richard 7 9 Losi, Trinity, Mid Bucks Models Losi Trinity Trinity Sport M.troniks Losi Ifmar Losi Ifmar
ﬁmmi'{' glff[s it tbyfvgllham Who& il : Barton DMS Racing, M.troniks, WCOBD XX4 11x4 Tech 2000 Prodigi Stud Silver Stud Silver
e s P 4 Richard 8 3 Losi, AGR, LR, Orion Losi AGR Pro Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Ifmar Losi Ifmar
W:‘lulam then Fhases _JUklfa hard and at the last Cree Helgar Racing XX4 Series 11 x 2 V-Max Stud Silver Stud Silver
minute mark is looking like he could pass Sascha 9 6 Losi, GM Racing, Sanwa Losi M Evo II &M M Losi Big Shot Losi Big Shot
Jukka. It comes to grief with a roll and this Falter XX4 11x 3 Vis 2000 Galaxy Silver Silver
lets Ellis back through for second. The posi- Karl 10 10 Schumacher, Corally, LRP, Orion Schumacher Schumacher Orion RC2000 LRP IPC Losi Ifmar Losi Tfmar
tions stay that way to the ﬂag and with a sec- Marsden Innverations, Ram Design Cat 2000EC Corally 11 x 2 V-Max Stud Silver Stud Silver

The closing ceremony commenced with
i speeches and acknowledgements for officials in
g both English and $pa ‘After EFRA chair-
A s l l 3 man, Mike Dresc was warmly thanked, the
lna eg winners of each race received their very nice
i this one. Once trophies and then the A’ Finai’ists came up to
A Findiy b d. Much champagne spraying
find the rostrum 4

nge people. It was
) 1 Tedm Managers
officials, jority ognion was

should i their day jobs!

winner and European Champion for the second

time.

‘his car taken
nds an

and keeps going
with a huge lead

up some ground
three seconds behind at the
halfway stage. Ellis then crashes
and Ian goes back into the lead
but Ellis hasn't given up and A
charges back as only Ellis can.
Tan is desperate to keep the
lead and even accidentally cuts
a corner - luckily the refs didn't
see it! Richard Cree looking good in
third and then Ellis goes for a ride
over a corner, still no comment from
the refs! Last lap but one and Ellis is
on his roof again and this puts
Richard Cree in second. Last lap agd
Ian nearly falls over but hangs on in
there and takes the leg, Richard sec-
ond and Ellis third.

Putting the three legs together the
al result was:

Jukka Steenari

n Kenningley

chard Cree

lis Stafford

William Mitcham

ascha Falter

Kevin Moore

. Ramon Guasch

9. Richard Barton i
10. Karl Marsden

Brit Placings
B Final

3rd Robert Gammon
4th Dan Marson

7th Dave Duggan

8th Graham Alsop
9th Matt Needham
10th Philip Murton

C Final

1st Ian Flynn

3rd Steve Lawson

4th Alan Harman

6th James Smith

7th Ryan Coxall

10th Craig Drescher

D Final

2nd Mark Smith

3rd Jamie Booth

4th  Richard Meredith
5th Stuart Davison

E Final

1st Adam Skelding
10th Craig Coxall
F Final

4th Tan Joyce

6th Mark Scott

G Final

2nd Danny Sweeby
6th David Burton
8th Jon Tucker

Awrd champion Jukka Steenaprs
Cat 200080, Genari's Schumachep

spot on and with the pound being so strong,
everything was cheap to us and you could (and
did) get completely blotto for not a lot.

The track had promised so much but turned
out to be well below par and certainly was not
suitable for a European Championship. The pits
were cramped but were thankfully well shaded.
The rostrum was superb but was not sited cen-
trally to the track, a driver near the referees
end had a difficult job seeing the far left side
of the circuit. Even the end of the rostrum was
only just in the middle of the track.

Despite a huge organising team, there were
difficulties in race control, which led to frus-
trating delays and the inevitable late finish on
each day. With well over 150 entrants it does
take a lot of sorting out, but many drivers will
go away with the feeling that things could
have been better. We wait to see what EFRA
picks as the venue for 1998.

I'll end by heaping praise on our Team
Manager, Brian Harris, for
organising all our
entries, the coach,
the hotel and for
representing
our interests
at the

Let the celebrations begin!

International Jury meetings. Cheers

Brian! Lastly a big “WELL DONE” to all the
British drivers who acquitted themselves
admirably and despite having no experien
driving on such a difficult track, still man
to pull through and show Europe who
depth.




