' The ironical thing was that after some drivers
had blown a small fortune on super soft, sticky
tyres, the much jore robust SLI? S4 or S3 tyres
later proved faster! |

Techmc Inspecﬂlon

Two f)“*%l@,}qu arose at technical inspection. The
massive foam bumpers requjred were one arga of
contention that had several Teams, inclu(};g us,

hastily finding some foam/and making bumnpers,
but the inspectors took a realistic, yet robust, view
of what could be achi¢ved so every car was
eventually passed on thig/score.

The other problem ﬂﬁh was fuel. An American .

electronic device was fised to monitor all of the
competitors fuel. It gbviously didn’t give a full
chenfical analysis, /but it was uncommonly
accyrate at picking out fuel that had been
_tamipered with, and gs far as 1 know@F none of the
“drivers who failed Argued the point. All of the |
British*drivgrs’ fuelpassed OK, whilgt most of the
failures were frt ;
the driver of a Fuchs cd“i”‘“'m&y%ﬁ?’d by a Ma,thef
engine recording the highest reading ever seen o1
the meter! It was strange that thereafter miﬂ‘}wﬁ%
the Fuchs drivers had problems even starting
their engines, let alone kee ng them running
properly...
We have the details of th(ﬁ mstrhm nt they were
using, and are hopmg 0 dQ ir On@ for the
BRCA Series.
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Thursday’s Pre-Qualifying
Session

We arrived late (don’t ask!), just in time to
take part in the last Round of ‘seeding’, a
series of ten minute Heats from which
the fastest single lap time counted.
Due to the high temp-
erature, it was im-
possible to keep
engines running
quickly for
long unless
they were g4
very rich at

. the start.
The trouble
was that by

the time the

engine was on-song, the soft tyres that
many drivers were using had melted! The
serious drivers went out with engines set for
maximum performance, did four or five laps
on very soft tyres, then pulled in to change to new
tyres and let the engines cool off. Clever! Some
were doing this up to three times during each run
just to get that one fast lap, which remember only
served to decide which qualifying Heat they ran in.

No event in Germany takes place
without a brass band to get things
underway...

The victorious Laro Team, 1st, 2nd, 3rd
and 7th, lined up after the Final.

| There were gVen two dogs
? own mechanics’ passes jr
th%m German contingent, with }

2 p OSity
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Heat order to ensure there.wers/ no ‘interfeenge

problems. Every trans-mitter was impounded, and {

even if you were in one of the later Finals“on.f e
Sunday the transmitter still had to be handed in by
9.00 a.m. Non-compliance resulted in instant
exclusion!

We were then treated to the opening ceremony,
complete with the local band ete, then the first
Round of qualifying Heats got underway.

- Thé final qualifying Rounds were run on the
iday, followed by a superb trackside banquet |
with excellent food,
_were fed with ve Jttlewwg),ltmg Iihdeed the whols
event was run wif h that same“%f)erb efﬁmency@
spent a lot of my time working on our cars, and
must say I mugh appreciated the fact that §
fpress officer re geatedlv came and {cund me inj

;h the pits wit] the1r
ound their ¢
complete with computer ge forate phatogr
The Brits? Well, Glen Clarke made it into the
1/32 A Final, Dave Roland was in the 1/16/
The rest of the British contmgent Iar{ Oddie,
Steve and Shaun Leake, ,all made the 1/4 A Final.
The Tour. drivers.t6” quahfy straight through to
the main Final were Philippe Lachat (half a lap
clear of the rest of the field!), Flavio Buduh%y
Bruno [Petiot and Christophe Lacﬁ%wm@ three
Fr%ndf drﬁvcrs were all driving near standard Laro
cars, with F‘lclwo Buduhgs a much modified FG.
J/Unfortyina r Flavio, his FG race car (and
hm‘ ar "Tg %/

st en during Saturday night,

“‘d@m% i o wfrug 1e iround into last place in the

Final v ‘twlwx re] la.éem nt hat didn’t am*}le Jat all

well. One womd” Tikete t was a pROl’tHIllSth

theft, but in view of t 16”“ rs thatvere taken, it

seems quite likely that«they were
specifically targeted.

Z“

and some 300 hungry soulsg"*T trouble wit

he Finals

Glen Clarke was the first of the Brits out, but
failed to pro-gress after finishing 6th in his Final.
f 1p was Dave Rowland, who finished second

his 1/16 Final to move up into the 1/8 A where
“hefinished a creditable 7th.

In the 1/4 A Final, Steve Leake found his car
suddenly wouldn’t handle. Later we found that the
on the new set of rear tyres he’d fitted, the
gg(ompound wasn’t as marked!

Shaun Leake looked on for a secure Semi Final

lacmg, when, iwith {ive minutes left, he suddenly
lost all drive! All weekend we’d been having
/ rubber picked/up from the track
building up in the teeth of the belt drive sprockets,
and it was that which causedithe loss of drive.

Tan Oddie took firm control of thel/4 Final,
winning ﬁvxth a comforta
any cha;@ices

In the Semi Final, Iaj )
handling to make it though into the main Final,
but unfortunately too{nuch involvement with the
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back markers ended his es so ther
British involvement in the proceedings
ende ed. A great s ahm}%

e Main %‘ inal

f‘chmstophe Lachat made an amazing]start to
hoot from 4th on the grid to lead away, He soon
lost it though when he was called into the pits for
his ten second ]‘4?{:1) start stop-go penalty!

Wmh*“@l;,mtof)he gone, the lead was taken up by
his brother and pole position man/ Philippe.
Philippe extended his“lead with ease, finally
crossing the line over two laps ahéadwof the rest of
the field. As do all of the best drivers, Philippe
made it all look incredibly easy, and there is little
doubt that he could have gone faster if he needed
to.

After the first five minutes, the real interest was
between Brigitte Putanier (sorry Debbie, circuit
racing has a new heroine now!) and Iff Rowland of
Switzerland. Brigitte held 2nd for the first 15

minutes before twice being knocked off the
circuit by an FG driver who then
belatedly received an

Ong/




The fitment of large foam rubber bumpers was asked for by the scrutineers,

which caused a bit of a panic at first. This massive bumper was seen on one of

the winning Laro cars.

official warning. With only ten minutes left after
the second incident, and a considerable amount of
ground to make up, it looked all over for Brigitte,
but she was well fired up so tore around the circuit
and slipped past Iff to regain 2nd place with just
two minutes of the race left!

In that closing two minutes, Laro were given
even more cause to celebrate when Iff suddenly
slipped back down to 6th, allowing Bruno Petiot to
take over 3rd with his Laro, making it a clean
sweep of the podium positions for the Laro Team.

Harrie Schiks of Holland drove the best placed
FG to 4th place, followed by Peter Schneider of
Germany.

The amazing thing was that after much talk of
fuel stops being necessary, all ten drivers decided
that the cooler conditions would allow them to run
their engines just that little bit leaner and thus
make it through the 30 minute race without
stopping. Against all expectations they all made it!

The Cars
FG

Numerically, FG had the strongest presence.
Most of the quick cars used four wheel braking and
loads of carbon-fibre and metal components all
over, One driver even had a band of woven carbon-
fibre moulded round his wheels to stiffen them up!
Flavio Budulig’s FG qualified 2nd, but his car was
very heavily modified from standard.

MRC

The MRC cars looked very good on the circuit,
but their lack of “Team work” and development, in
stark contrast to their French rivals Laro, let them
down. For instance, keeping our engines cool
wasn't helped by the stock exhaust manifold being
near the cooling air intake on the left of the car, but
the two “Team’ cars had right-handed manifolds
that cured the problem. Perhaps they should have
made these manifolds available to all MRC
drivers?

Yet another problem arose with misaligned
clutch bells, but T gather the factory now have this
matter in hand.

Robbe

Robbe also hdd a stand showing the Italian made
Dynamic cars in their basic form. These seem to
be more suitable for ‘fun’ use rather than out and
out serious racing and I didn’t see any of them
being raced. )

Laro

With only a very few cars present, three of them
went straight through into the main Final, to be
joined by another from the Semi Finals. Add to
this the superb end result, and T reckon that says it

all really...
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D
h sharp, precise, yet
ese cars will be well worth

The new Yankee 1/5 car uses many
of the components from the
company’s established 1/4 scale
cars. Solid and traditional in design,
it performs well.

Graupner

Graupner had a large stand with cars on
display, with a few being raced. They
performed well enough. but weren't
ontstanding. What 1 don't know, of course, i8
how good their drivers were, so if's difficult
for me to pass judgement on the cars
potential.

_ i w0

One of the ‘full-spec’ Graupner cars,
complete with carbon fibre chassis
and radio plate. Conventional in
design, but very nicely made. How
will they go with a star driver at
the helm?

Fuchs

Perhaps the less said the better:.!

The massively constructed Fuchs
car was overweight to say the
least, and once the Team's original
petrol was deemed illegal, their
Mathe engines just wouldn’t
perform at all...

Lauterbacher

If the Laro was the star of the show
on the track, the star of the show
displaywise was the car from Laaterbacher §
Modelltechnik. It certainly grabbed
eyeryones attention as virtually every part was
exquisitely fashioned from aluminum alloy. Even the
brake cables had braided outers, and quality just does
come higher than this. Beautilul!

not

Without doubt by far and away the best looking car seen at the event, the quality of the all-all
prototype Lauterbacher car is awe inspiring! . ! o

-

The fully equipped Italian Dynamic cars were beautifully prepared, right down  Dynamic

to their superb carbon fibre air inlets. The car here bears no relation at all to

the standard kit. Quick in testing in Italy, the
Ettlingen, but give them time... ‘

y didn't fare well at all at

Theve was a Jarge Italian Team with six special
racing versions of the Dynamic car, easily the most
Impressive looking cars actually racing. They even
had Bl style moulded carbon fibre air mtakes!
Their hopes were very high, as back home the cars
had gone very well indeed, so with a line up of
drivers and mechanics that read like awhos who of

ircuit racing, great things were expected.

In reality, the cars simply refused to handle all
week, and it svasn't just 4 case of suddenly finding
the standard of competition had improved. they
were stnply undiiveable. When a driver such as 4

- time 1/8 eineuit World Champion Lamberto Coll
inishes 77th out of 80 drivers, things must be bad!

“The only possible explanation is that there wasn't
a compound available from PMT tyres, with which
they remained all week, to suit the track’s surface.
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i The somewhat strange looking chassis has been
! relentlessly developed until it really was in a Class
‘ of its own at this meeting. What was even more
impressive was the fact that, apart from engines

that hadnndoubtedly been worked on, the cars
i Ay ' removal of

credible comering

uit they had
ility that made them

with great st
If a driver

from the driver,

st just the one gar that was like! this, or

even just the, Works Tegm’ cars, all of the Laros
present looked e g00d. ‘
-
The Engines ~
-
Zenoah

The Zenoah engine was by far the most popular,

most of them having been tuneﬁ to/some degree.

Many of the Continental drive

| French, used much lower g

especially the

gear ratjos fhan we

usually do, in conjunction with'shoiter pipes to.giv
less bottom end but morwml,%\% ound w 11"?

to follow suit as it was the only way.tg ke?p our

engines cool, then, having done so, th%igi@W‘ tyres.

gained the extra speed we needed, and also became
very much more smooth and progressive to drive.

F7

Quite a few drivers used this engine, including
the Italians Team. Its heavily finned barrel and
separate, similarly heavily finned head, make it
look very impressive. They certainly seemed to go

very well, and apparently handled the high

The 1/5 Circuit European Champion Philippe Lachat, flanked by Brigitte Putanier
(2nd) and Bruno Petiot (3rd). All drove Laro cars made by Philippe’s father's

firm!
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f}" #&xJ
(. The sgoner th%mjengines

Finally, a big thank you to the organisers from

appear onBritish shores the better!, A the Byitish Team, for a superbly run meeting that
pp PR Sy perbly g

L Mf I Jwdop tenlfke clockwork, yet where any problems that

Ty res ~ b “ ’ rose wereidealt with in a good humoured and

- . friendl ‘nz]lﬁ.\re. Tt was a perfect example of how an

There was clearly only one tyre that ™ ork@g]m% event pl*this stature should, and can, be run. Oh,

really well, the French SLD.

The FG tyres were literally melting in the heat.
There were some prototype tyres there with built-
in internal hracing, but it isn’t known if any of
them were raced. As for the Medial-Pro tyres, they
weren't ba 1

< rsonal “Thanks”! to whoever re-opened
the bar late one night for Steve and 1 after we'd
finished working on the cars...

Tyre Wars - The Latest.

1 promised some time ago to try and keep you up
to date on what wag happening at the front in the
great tyre war. With this in mind, we recently tiied
he latest offering/from Yankee in ¢
neeting at Me&d

jre made fromjthe same compounds as the already

Jwell known ahd proven SLD/tyres. They don't
" have internal bracing, Yanl?' claiming that the

cars fo

ds'in the UK to the effect that the/SLD tyres
were specials, moulded uStng, compounds
developed by Pirelll, and weren’t generally
available. I doubt if this is true, but, you never
know!

PMT had some very well made tyres there that
looked very similar fo the SLD tyres, with a similar/
forim of construction. The Italiansjexclusively nsed
these tyres. Apparently the compounds used were
completely new, so I suspect that this may h
‘bfen the Ttalian Team’s problem. Knowing ]
Ntalians, they will get them right, and when they
“do, they will be tyres to watch put for...

In the wet it was a ve
very effective, nitermally braced wet tyres (not to
be confused with the previous Italian et tyres we
have seen in the U.K.) were very impressiye These
}gvere ex‘?ens e But very well made, and are saidt6™

extra tread thickness they have makes this
unnecessany. Unfortunately, they were already
fitted on Y-A'nkee wheels, which we magaged to fit
to our MRC only with the Ipss of a larg '
steering lock. Even so, they gave haiidling and grip
exactly like our SLD
lock, Steve still finished 2nd. J
I do query the lack gf bracing on the basis gf
ppens when the tyres wear a bit thin, eg
ation ete, but gven so, with an estimated
of just £25 coupled with their good wear gate
d fine performance, we rate these tyres very
highly indeed. [
Righ&%it for this month. As ever, if you;owant
to go on the mailing list, please write to mejat 91
Nortons Way, Five Oak Green, TonbridgL;AiKent.

e long/lasting even if the circuit starts to dry out.
Yan\%e were thonght to be using their own new
hef look go-di

Jike SLD it was impossible to
tell the dif f‘:‘fm - More on these s N
Many ofthe, different Wo; E:?éé zﬁi s were
handicapped by thetr.gyres, However, most of ¢

faster independent drivers

SLD rubber for the Finals and inzﬁf retum:

to the pits claiming their car’s handling had been

transformed, wondering why they hadn’t tried

them before. They should have read RRC in

recent months, because after all, we did tell you so!
Thank You!

BRS SEX. If you want to phone #i“@’"%h@% inber is
(01892) 833620, but only after 8.30 p.m. please, or
my wife will sort you out!

Oh Brigitte! It was nice to see a lady
driver take 2nd place overall. Brigitte
Putanier drove very well indeed to
claw her way onto the podium with
her Laro Renault.

f

5 so, despite the lack onﬂﬁfy i




