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fter proving for three
consecutive years that he
was the best Pro-10
driver in Britain, Denmark
1994 gave David Gale the chance
to prove that he was also the best
in Europe. His performances in the
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A run of success for
British drivers
continues with a
European title falling
to the smooth
driving hands of
David Gale

Euro-Champs have
always been
‘impressive. Third
place in Germany,
fourth at Ashby,
then second in
Austria, Dave was
always at the top,
but never quite in
the position that
mattered. This year
he hoped it would be a different
story.

This year’s fun and games took
us to Naestved, a quiet town on
the Western side of Denmark. The
ten strong British team arrived via

g variety of routes, some choosing

to take the Dover-Calais ferry and
drive up,
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while others opted for the much
more relaxing 24 hour ferry. All
converged on the circuit complex
and its large camping area and
were most impressed to find some
excellent facilities, including
showers, a shop and a superb barn
based restaurant that really did do
some excellent food.

The action kicked off on Friday
with a day completely devoted to
practice. The change of rules
regarding tyre additives brought a
controversial start to the day (see
separate story), but the organisers
kindly allowed an extra open
practice session in the evening to
give everyone a chance to perfect
the application of Agy-Grip.

Oscar Jansen was one driver
who certainly didn’t seem to need
much practice to perfect the

handling of his car. He went into
this meeting as the undisputed on-
road champion of Europe, his
domination of last year's Pro-10
Euros and this year's 1/12th Euros
leaving him as the first driver to
hold both titles simultaneously; an
incredible achievement. In Friday’'s
timed practice session Oscar set
‘the pace once again. An 18-
305.59 was quick enough to leave
him at the top of the score sheets
for the whole afternoon, his closest
challenge coming from the German
speedo-king Ralf Helbing. The real
surprise was the driver in third
place though; none other than
British Tamiya EuroCup champion
Chris Grainger, exhibiting some
sensational form at the Naestved
circuit with his Trinity Evolution car.
Chris was one driver who couldn’t
wait for the serious stuff to start.
The drivers had it all to do again

on Saturday though, for before
qualifying started, the slate was
wiped clean and everyone had to
try to set a fast time again. The
real highlight of qualifying was
undoubtedly the battle for the pole
slot, fought out between Oscar
Jansen, Martin Fliessbach and
David Gale. All three were very
evenly matched, although their
styles of driving were actually quite
different. Dave’s driving was super
smooth with no mistakes, every lap
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end, the ten drivers who were in
the A main on Saturday night :
were the ones that would fight
it out for the Euros title on
Sunday afternoon.

The key to doing well
in the finals was to
get a good start,
and this

exactly the same, the car never
getting even slightly out of shape.
Oscar looked a bit more on edge.
He had more top speed than Dave
and looked much quicker into the
corners, but was often a bit ragged
coming out. Then there was Martin
Fliessbach, who just gave it
absolutely everything. He was on
the kerbs, off the racing line then
back on it again, but always very
fast - definitely the Nigel Mansell of
Pro-10! Dave set the initial pace
with an 18-303.03, but Oscar
responded with an 18-300.98 in
round two to take over at the top.
Then, in round four, Martin beat
Oscar’s time by a fraction, setting
us up for a superb final run of the
day. First blood went to David Gale
as he posted the first ever 19
lapper seen at Naest\)ed, only for

Wins At

Oscar to pip him by half a
second a few minutes later.
Excellent stuff. Behind them
there was a superb
performance by Gareth Orriss,
driving quite brilliantly with his
Corally SP10V to snatch fourth
overall from German Associated
star Marek Kaminski, with Ralf
Helbing and Ralf Krause not
that far behind.
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Ready for the off

Saturday evening gave
everyone the opportunity to
unwind a little at the now
traditional Euros banquet. Our
Danish hosts really excelled
themselves with this, providing an
excellent three course meal and
plenty of cold beer. It certainly
impressed our gourmet
connoisseur, John Hyde,
particularly when he discovered he
could have a plateful of strawberry
flan tobped with roast beefl

For the drivers that hadn’t made
it into the A-final, Sunday morning
provided one last chance to go for
it; SOB run time. In the cooler
conditions, very few drivers
managed to go quicker though, the
only notable improvements at the
top coming from Constant Paul
and Graham Creasey. So in the
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So going into the fina

victory was set to go to

_

0-10 Euros - Denmark
Top 20 in Qualifying

Oscar Jansen
David Gale

Martin Fliessbach
Gareth Orriss
Marek Kaminski
Ralf Helbing

‘Ralf Krause
Constant Paul
Graham Creasey
Karsten Lautenbach
Nick Bramwell
Martin Most!
Soren Christiansen
Thomas Pumpler
Tony Raikas
Robert Mildner
Tonni Anderson
Roger Sandberg
Chris Grainger
Jurgen Lautenbach

19-315.86
19-316.37
18-300.03
18-302.91
18-303.57

18:304.77

18-304.94
18-305.13
18-306.16
18-306.48
18-309.81
18-309.86
18-310.09
18-310.10
18-310.17
18-310.61
18-310.85
18-311.58
18-311.70
18-312.51

Ralf Kr:

deservedly go t
lish arganisers for staging a
superb European Championship.
v were very friendly, always

things where appropriate, and
ven managed 1o organise some

_absolutely glorious hot Summer

eather. With & British winner as
ell, the Euros don't come much
1 Lt

A-Final Points Table
11 2 13

David Gale
Oscar lansen
Ralf Krause
Marek Kaminski
Martin Fliessbach
Graham Creasey
Constant Paul
Gareth Orriss
Ralf Helbing
Rarsten L autenbach
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means of doing this, a
vote was taken. The result
was the legalisation of
non-detectable tyre
additives, which meant
’ that using Agy-Grip or Keil
Traction Lotion was perfectly
legal at this meeting. This was
certainly good news for the
German team as they had come
prepared with plenty of Green
compound rubber and enough
bottles of additive to supply all the
cqmpetitors. Some of the other
. cquntries were less impressed
_though. Many, including most of
Fhe British team, had only brought
non-additive’ Jap rubber, which
_do:esn’t work at all well with Agy-
Grip. It was definitely
a case of ‘advantage
Germany'. ﬁ
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