Keith Chaplin reports
from Antwerp,
Belgium for RRC.

nsverp buggy team, Beldglum

swere this years hosts for the big
off raad event of 1990, the 1410
AW and 4D European
champicnshdps, Drivers had arnbved
frown Spain, Belgiuom, Germany,
Great Bricain, Cenmark, Swveclen,
Switzerland, Sacstria, Monaway and
Haoltarct, Italy ‘and France were
missing due oo an administration
problem with EFRA

The Track

The Antwerp Clubs is primarity a 1/8
IE clut with alitthe area to the side
Fora W10 track. The track being
Lrsed for the championship was the
178 circuit and it was bigl There was
ro official distance for the length of
the'rack ao forcuriosity | paced it,
and it veas roughby 1590 yards frem
=tart to finish: We raced at this track
Dwio years sgo and the surface
cornsisted of sand and soil A after
soveral neats i produced a level of
Congisbency in gualifying
throughout the meeting, For this
meeting the organisers decided (o
change the surface by adding a
layer of cement on top of the sand
and reqularly water it thus giving
& hard, dusty-surface: hopefully to

withstand frve serous days of
racing.

ZWD Qualifying
The timetable allowed for four
hours of free practice and two
rosnds of controlied practice on the
first day. As you can imagine the
track book quite a bashing and
began to break up a licoe.

Affter round one Cralkg Drescher
Wk to anith Marc Meale. taking
third place. The organisers wers
wsing 3 ARE system [o et the
laps but elid not Bave itlinked to a
Ccomputer to do a-gualifying 2o, 5o
it had 1o De gdore .I'I"I-’Il'll;.l'.:"lr.l:,l'.

L]
O Rory Cull’s RC10 ready for
actiorn.

Therefore drivess were working it
aut for themsehves what position
they were in from the lap times
posted. Towards the end of round
tweo the track had started 1o break
up really Dadly ard nobody was
gelting near the top four tmes
except for David Leclercg from
Belgium who managed an eleven
lapper

The general opinlon framthe top
drivers wias that this could not be
possible because the track wias
getting slower, But after being
checked many dmes the tme spood
and - we Nad a new dribver: on pole
WA th Crakg and harc rnnl.rjng oo
ane place but soll staying i the top
four to go through 1o the A final,

Afrer round two the track
deteriorated so badiy that there
was irtially, no’ change in
qualifying and no change in the top
lalrwhowenostralght throwgh oo
thie 2W0 A final.
1 Dawvid Leclercgy B
2 Craig Drescher GB
3 HeikkiMaulapaa

I 33015
1o 31449

SF 10 315494
4 Marc heale 5B 10372
The rest of the A final would be
made up through guatifyireg in the
Chrispmas ree finals sysoem. Afcer
gualifying there was a team
managers meeting about the
conchiticsy of the frack Decaiige it
WWas Mow most people’s oginicn
that it was ot it 1o race on.
The oo layer of cement appeared
o be hard In places and soft in

athers, probably due to wnewven
Smonits of wiater being applied,
Therefore the soft pars broke Up
ard where It Wwas hard the cars
wera cutting ot holes four or flve
inches decp and mesamse parts the
cars waere hitting hioles and not
comirng out! The outcome: of the
MESLing was that under the
directicn of Codin Moore and Terry
Wright the crust of concrete wolld
be removed and the ioever surface
wiorked on 0o obratn a evel of
CONSISENCY.

Adi the British and German drivers
turred out to stamp the track down
o iy ard make a hard surface in
an - alttempt to save the mestng.
After about twio hours af Bhard work
from evervbody that helped, the
track look raceable acgain,

ThHiS was the case and there wera
o very exciting finals. The'six
drivers that qualified through to
make up the A final were!

Jurgen Lautenbach o
Rory Cull 1]
damie Booth =B
Stian Vala |
Cysrein Doler ~
sacha Falter D

W Phil Davies' Cougar.

By the end of all the Christmas
iree finals the track wasin'a bad
conditdon again, butitwas decided
that because it was now the final
Arcl net guialifying it weola
be the same for ail the drivers
and the track would be
v wOrked on’ aftensrards,
L ready for the four
wihee| drive

.. queaiifying
A,
-




The Finals
Speculation was rising fast as o
who was going o win

Weouikd it be Jurgen Lauteniach,
wiho already has twio ELropean
croms this year (110 and 1712
circuit], and was looking for a hat
trick?

Wonld It be the two ‘in form®
Recdy/Associated drivers Craig

YisTH EURCCHANPS

Direscher and Rony Cull? Cir could
Jamle Booth pull it off with his
Tarmiya Astube or was David
Leciercg godng to live up to his pole
positlon? Well, It was Marc MNeale
wwhic charminated the fiest final taking
the lead after the first lap, The
English supporters were really
behind him and be proved e was
wiell worthy of being inthe “A° final
until disaster streck on Fis 135t lap
wiich five yards oo the findsh line. His
car steppped and Jurgen Lautenbach
went past to win,

The second final was wvirtually a
re-rur of the previows final with
Rony on the tail of AMarc out in front
agaln until the last bend when
clisaster struck when Rony and Marc
tangled. and Heikki Maulapaa from
Finland wan,

The third final was really open for
anybody 1o win and Jurgen was
hungry for his third European tite
and this showed with the guality
arnd expertise of his car and driving
by taking the third fimal to make him
19590 20T European champion.
Full merit =hould also be given oo
htarc Meale wiho showed be 5 Fast
becoming a top driver,

20 Final Fositons

Laps Tirmee

I Jurgen Lautenbach Ly 22 1044 64
2 David Leclercq 21 10.28.59
3 Cralg Drescher B 21 1 0:33.58
#  Heikki Maulapaa iF 21 103470
5 RoryCull GB 21 104130
& Marc Meals GB 21 105238
7 Jdamie Booth B 20 10.05.84
84 Ssdan'vala M 20 10:25.84
T Owstein Doler ] 20 1031.31
10 Sacha Falter Do 1z TO 1534

0 Jurgens LRP powered
wheolbarrow.

4WD Qualifying

It was now time for the $WD
champicnship and wiork started on
the track to make it raceable again.
This was dorne but after the first
raurd it was apparent that unless
youwere in the first three heats of
FOLnd ofe you were not going to
be able toimprove your Tme. 1T was
also Not possible 1o repair the track
after each heat because there
wwould not be time, so after rownd
one the team managers had yvet
arather meeting with Aick
Langridge, wiho 5 the current EFRA,
chairman ard was referee for this
meeting, and it was decided that
the rack would be repaired after
each round and the order of the
heats be changed because the rack
waas only holding up for atbout four
heats. 50 in round peso heat fowr
went first, in roend three heat
severn went first and in round four
heat eleven went first allowing all
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the drivers an equal chance of
qualifying due to track conditions,

AL the end of qualifying the top
four to go scraight throwgh o the
A Tinal were:

I durgen Lautenbach D 132 307.11 pit
2 Jamle Booth GE 13 31589 QP L.
A Thorbjorm Doler N 13 31679l
4 Ben Sturmham GB 13 318.13: 3

It was now onta the Christmas =
tree finals, Again each final was
very compettive with plenty of
exciternent for the crowd.

The unluckiest person muit have
been Kewin Moore who just
last his straight
through

0 2WD A finalists.

place to Beninthe
last round after halding it for
three rounds. Kevinwas crulsing to
win s semi final when his maotor '
thresas a wind and the car stopped
dead and all he could dowaswatch S WD Finals

vd’I 2 Cralg
Drescher’s
new, RO T8 body.

in great disappointment. Cnce again speculation was rsing.

The six drivesrs to make it thiough . \Would Jurgen take his fourth title
Ve this season? Was Jamie going to
stephan Danz L quisgen the critics and put his
Fory Cull GE  Tamiya car on topd Ben, Rony and
Phil Danles GE  Philwere also inwith a big chance
Ralph Helting D with their Schumacher cars, or
Sacha Falter O could Craig pull it off with his
Craig Drescher GH Yokomo?
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Top left: David Leclercg 2WD
top qualifler. Top right:
Dallas leading the track
stomping. Bottom left: A
very satisfied Tim Walden az
the Schumacher cars
managod the double. Bottom
right: Colln Spinmer.

Dwring the interval we were
treated 1o a display of electric
aeroplanes and Steve Haynes got

LiaTH ELIROCHAMPS

invalved in a race with a3 mode|
helicopter which was certainhy
different but very impressive.
Jarmie Booth got the perfect start
in the first final and came aut the
first bend in the lead and newver
locked like losing it even though

Ben and Pl were chasing hard, but
on the last lap he hit a pot hole on
the soralght and Nipped onto his
rocl. The marshall had to run the
lerigth of the straight to put him on
niswiheels, by which time Ben, Phil
and Craig had got past. Then, Pnil
and Ben tangled and let Craig
0.A Dalias paint jnb_ through o win the first ieg-
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~ Phil Dawies scored a win In the
second leg with Stephan Dane
winning the third leg.

Mo-one could be sure ac this
Point who had wor but when the
annourcement was made, Phil
Davies was very surprised and
ovenshelmed that he had won the
European title for the second tme.

Final positions:

D) RADID RACE CAR, NOVEMEER 1930

I Phil Davies - GB 24 10,3620
-2 Craig Drescher GB 24 103875
= SO D 24 104217
4 urgen Lautenbach [ o A 11,00.67
5 Jamie Booth GH: 22 10,2287
& Rorycull GB: 23 10.37.59
e Stumham GE 22 09.47.96
‘B SachaFalter o 22 10.08.32
9 Ralph Helbing DR 10.23.96
10 rbjom Doler N 21 10,2896




