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Cars

Since last year's championship only
the Yokomo "Super Dogfighter”,
“Optima Mid” and “Avante” are new.
Saddle pack chassis everywhere! plus
long wheel base cars.

Number breakdown as follows:
Yankee 1
Scratchbuilt 2

Cat 47
Mid 36
Yokomo 12
Tag Pro-10 6
PB 5
BAvante 6
MRX 5
Total 120

Schumacher "CATs” were
numerically superior but didn't
dominate totally on the track. Cars
featured saddle packs and long wheel
base.

The Yokomo — not sorted out
properly despite one in the A final.
“Avante” — looked good but off the
pace here.

Kyosho “Mid” — again long wheel
base and saddle packs (also ball
differentials). The French importers
had a BIG commitment to the race
with sponsorship and equipment —
which is good. Dennis Blandin is their
star driver and also lives locally which
was handy for pre-practice.

Interestingly there was little
collaboration between UK and French
Kyosho teams.

MRX — new car built by Richard
Delves and Steve Brace. Looked good
and detail changes should appear
soon.

Motors
Big spread of all major names. Reedy,
Parma,. Trinity, MG.

Reedy dominated the A final with all
sorts of winds in use including very
hot winds - 13 double, 14 single, very
hot!

Parma wet magnet "Cyclone” was
banned. Wet and standard magnet
motors in use equally. Main problem
for motors was heat! This meant solder
melting, brushes, braids, endbells and
springs all melting.

Cells

All types of Sanyo in use. SC, SCR,
plus SCEs because the three month
bar had expired. Team Drastic were
using some very interesting SAFT
cells designated “VY". The capacity is
stated at 1.15Ah — which is less than
normal 1.2Ah rating! However are
these SAFTs generally available and
approved by EFRA? The Sanyo SCE
was banned for three months, why not
these SAFTs?

Dennis Blandin used SAFT with
fantastic performance (maybe
supplied from Japanese SAFT factory
via Kyosho . . . velly intelesting).

Tyres
Cats, Cats, Cats and more Cats.

Hard, standard pattern worked best
when cut down slightly. But the tracks
so hard the tyres were only good for
1-2 runs. The rich drivers used a set a
run.
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Speed controllers

All electronic types in use with
hundreds (well almost) of different
types in use. It seems everyone is a
manufacturer of speed controllers.
Seven different types in the A final.
Most of them were forward only/lots
of FETs/lightweight/small/expensive!

Qualifying

British drivers dominate with majority .

of UK drivers qualified in the top half
of the draw.

Four rounds of heats with top four
drivers going straight into the “A”.

The rest are seeded into knockout
finals system with top three drivers
going through from each final to the
next. So battle to go straight through
as one of the four fastest was intense.
Otherwise a nerve-racking semi-final
would have to be gone through.

Jamie Booth established FTD (12
laps 5.09.10) in the first round and
holds pole position for three rounds
until Dennis Blandin pips him in round
four.

Good to see some of the younger
British drivers doing well . .. Craig
Drescher, Michael Bridges, Rory Cull.
Mike Bridges in particular produced a
great drive to hit second place after
the third round. Craig Drescher also
on form in fifth place overall after
qualifying driving a Phil
Booth-prepared “CAT" (a few seconds
quicker and he would have been
straight through.

Pete Stevens down in qualifying
(14th place) along with reigning Euro
Champ Phil Davies in 11th.

Nino was the quickest Greek!

High standards of driving were on
show but still the quick cars were
being held up.

FTD was set at 12 laps and drivers
down to 47th place all scored 12
lappers. Other great drives include
Stevie Haynes who rises from 32nd
place in round 1 to 8th place. Rory
Cull always in the picture but still has
to chance it in the semi with nine
other drivers.

The knockout finals system gives
everyone a second chance but it is
hard on the cars, motors, batteries and
drivers! With little time between finals
things get progressively more
difficult.

Finals

No drivers from the lower finals
progress forward to the “A” final and
the extra six drivers are those already
in the semis. Tony Wells makes the
most progress — all the way from the
1:32 final to the 1:4 final. Having scored
12 lappers on the way he cannot
produce in the last run.

Dave Allen, another young driver
from the North of England, produces a
great drive to rise from the 1:8 final to
one of the semis. Despite help from
Team Parma with cells and motors he
comes fourth and misses the A final
by five seconds. Jason Varley also
unlucky with the Yokomo “Superdog”.
He leads the 1.8 final but then slows
right down as the motor brush braid
and spring melts.

Semi A

Pete Stevens dominates with the
“Optima Mid” with Klaus Wilhelm
happy to take second place. Stevie
Haynes just pips Jurgen Metz for the
crucial third place. These three
drivers all go through regardless of
lap times scored in the second
semi-final. The top three in each semi
go through.

Semi B

Much quicker than the previous semi
and if lap times were taken into
account none of the three winners
from Semi A would have gone
through.

Craig Drescher shows he means
business by winning in style followed
by Rory Cull and Bergbauer of
Germany. Phil Davies was unlucky -
50 no repeat for the 1987 European
Champion.

Finals
Three legs with best two to count
sorted on accumulated lap times and
not points for positions.

Cars were lined up on the straight
for the start.

Final 1
From pole position Dennis Blandin
blasts off into the lead with Jamie
Booth and Pete Stevens in hot pursuit.
Jamie hits trouble and drops to fourth
as Rory Cull edges into second place.
Pete hangs onto third but Blandin is
now too far ahead and wins with the
first 13 lapper although the first lap
Y_vas shorter due to the revised start
ine.

Final 2

Booth recovers in the second run and
goes for it! Another 13 lap time and
quicker than the first semi but Blandin
holds second and is now looking
good for the title. In fact only Jamie or
Dennis can win and Jamie must take
the last final with 13 laps.

Final 3

Craig Drescher comes from 5th place
on the grid straight into the lead and
heads of into the distance. After some
handling alterations and a change of
tyres the car is flying and scores 13
laps.

Jamie tries too hard and keeps
getting into trouble whilst Dennis
concentrates on staying ahead of him.

Pete Stevens is unlucky as Craig's
time drops him to fourth overall. One
second quicker and Pete would have
been second in Europe.

Blandin finishes fifth but discards
the last run and wins championship on
first two final times.

Roundup We didn’t win!

Fantastic British team atmosphere and
everyone helping each other (well
almost) Evenings — very social (hic!)
playing football, drinking but no
soccer hooligans here. Pleasant
atmosphere between drivers from “Up
Norf” and “Souf of Waffod”. THANKS -
to Ez West who organised coach trip,
hotels, shopping trips and day trips.
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Funny Observations
Mrs. Drescher breathing helium from
balloons — made her talk funny.

Keith Chaplin (Malvern Models) -
mean! Orders one pint of lager and 11
straws for team then tries to pay with
kidney donor card.

Kevin Blears — bad luck in driving
but scores major result in “ponceing”
a servo out of Pete Stevens.

Mark Ferguson - leaves wife in
Belgium with relatives then drives
through Luxembourg because it has
cheaper petrol. :

Jamie's and Craig’s shorts . . . LOUD!

Quotes

David Booth — "God I can't watch this
one” - (every race with Jamie in it
since practice).

Steve Brace - "Get lost, you're making
him nervous” — (to Dave Allen’s dad
before semi-final).

Craig Drescher — "I hate flowers,
Mum”.

George Land - "How the hell do you
drive this” (driving Jamie's car in
officials’ race).

The Top Four Drivers
Dennis Blandin
France

Optima "Mid"

Dennis has been there and abouts in
previous European Championships

and done well. Now with the backing
of Kyosho through Drastic Racing the
French importers he is going even
better. His brother Christopher makes
a good job of building the car and
also writes for French magazine
“Auto 8”

Obviously his car and more
importantly his cells were first rate but
you still have to drive. Local
knowledge helps but to stay in front of
Jamie Booth, Pete Stevens, Rory Cull et
al takes some skill.

Jamie Booth
Great Britain
Schumacher "CAT"
Despite the urgent desire to win,
Jamie again couldn't quite make it
despite being in all four European
championship A finals to date. Second
place won't be good enough but was
accepted with good grace and a
shrug of the shoulders to show that it
is still a game in the end.

Maybe we shall see the big result in
Australia next year.

Craig Drescher

Creat Britain

Schumacher"CAT"

Well done Craig! Still only 13 (just)
and now third in a European
championship. His third and final run
was an example of controlled, very

Name Country Car
D. Blandin f Kyosho
Mid LW

J. Booth BG CATXL
M.Bridges  GB CATXL

S. Oberle D CATXLS

P. Stevens GB Optima
Mid 4
S. Haynes GB CATXL

C.Drescher ~ GB CATXL
R. Cull gb CATXL
K. Wilhelm  G-F Kyosho

W. Bergbauer D Mid LW
Yokomo

Blandin
Booth
Drescher
Stevens
Bridges
Cull
Oberle
Wilhelm
Haynes

QOONDOT WD —

i

" Motor

Radio
Reedy Sanwa
Pink Exerd
Reedy Apex
MG 15x2 Futaba
26X
LRP MPX
Orange H
Twister  Josero
17 x 2 wet
MG 14dbl  Futaba
2L6X
Reedy Sanwa
Red
Reedy JR
Red Apex
Reedy MPX
Gold
Reedy MPX
Pink

Bergbauer

A Final Results
11852800 13 5.25.00 12 5.14.30 26.10.50.10
12 50740 13.5.23.60 11 5-4.30 25.10.31.00
1255:1:8:20 12 5.13.80 13 5.26.00 2510.39.20
12 5.06.40 12 5.07.40 12 501.70 24 10.08.10
12 5.18.50 12 5.05.00 12 5.11.00 24 10.16.00
12 5.02.40 12 5.17.40 12 5.14.20 24 10.16.60
125.09.10 11 5.04.20 12 5.20.70 24 10.29.80
12 5.16.10 12 5.15.60 0521120055 24 10.30.70
125.18.20 12 5.1840 12 5.19.90 24 10.36.60
11 507.50 1150140 00 0.00.00 22 10.09.00

F. tyre
Kyosho
Dlocks narrow
CAT
CAT
CAT
CAT
CAT
Parma
CAT
CAT
Kyosho

CAT

Qualifying Final
R.tyre Ratio  Speedo Ni-Cad position  position
T 16:7%  Novak rx SAFT VY 1st 1
CAT 32:118  Electronic SanypSCE  2nd 2
CAT 25:118  Nosram Nosram 3rd 5
Exterminator
CAT 28120  CS Rocket CSSRSCR  4th 7
CAT 1974 Laser Laser SCR 8th 4
CAT 11:122  Nosram Nosram 10th 9
Parma  32:120  Vortex Laser Special ~ 5th 3
CAT
CAT 32120  Demon Schumacher  7th 6
Pro-King 1700 SCE '
Tag 2124 CS Kiel SCR 9th 8
Tag 1781 Flash Demon SCE  6th 10

quick driving and shows what he is
capable of now that the car is sorted.

A change of tyres in the first two runs

= might have changed the result but
that was not to be.

Pete Stevens

Creat Britain

Optima “Mid”

The supreme competitor. Always a
threat in the big events and could
have gone all the way here. Pete’s
weapon is his attention to detail in
getting the absolute maximum out of
the car, motor and cells. In his hands
the “mid” really flew. Despite being
the oldest driver in the “A” Pete
showed some of the so-called wonder
kids a thing or two, particularly when
winning the semi. Maybe next year.

Bottom: The circuit was large and required
mega horsepower. Below: Steve Brace’s MRX in
full flight.
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