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West reports on the Euro's
m Genay in France.

ur yedrs @po in Halifax, Yorkshire the
first European Championships were

heid. Since then, the venues have baen
tady end ls=r year Ausinag. This yesr the
French weere the hosts and the GTES RC
Club, who have a track ‘at Genay. near
Lyon, wers chosen by EFRA, tha ﬂﬂUBrﬁiﬂg
body, 10 slage the event

47

Hatd oar thras days in Juna, tha meat-
Ing amracted 130 of Europes top bugoy
drivers who wara thera to via for tha pra-
stigeous fitle of the 188E Vo Europasn
Champion.

The venie was situated on an (ndusiriad



Dave Alfen with his trophies finlshed 17th,

Craig looking plaased.

Right, . "
Staveins ‘praying’.
Below, sermtel built buggy calfled the Schmisdberg (Wast Gar-
many), raced and designed by Arne Schmindbarg, bullt by Peter
Man,

tha ‘A’ Final Une-up with Mike Bridges ‘posing’ and Pate
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The "A° Final line-up. Note; Track s rough on outside and smooth

on inside. This gives an sdventags to some buggies.

estate and incleded all the veusl tracisida
facilittes — a fargs margues for plming. &
snack bar which wes kept busy theewghous
the awvent quenching svaryonss Emitiass
thirst and appaiite, ‘& spares shop and &
hospitality area from Diastic, who wers the
champlonships main’ sponsars. Allhough
the seiting itsolf was disappointing fwe
were spoilad by the beautiful lakeside
maating last year in Aupstriall, weather-
wiga, It couldn’t have been battar.

At first glance, the all-important track ag-
poared to be a smooth, low-grip dint track
with & long straight, some sweeping bands
and tight chicenes. On closer Inspestion
this proved 1o be the case as [t was baked
hard on the racing |ines and dosty alsa-
whers, with a couple of ‘sleeping padics-
man’ just to make things a |tk teugher,
The straight was smooth on the inskde but
vary bumpy off the racing line.,. this
praved in dug time to be o very sigrificant
factor during the finals. We all camin to the
concusion that it would be very tricky 1o
hendle pven with the correst setting up and
the right comBination of tyres.

A guick look around the pits revealed
competitors from most of the European
Countras, with the largest teams corming
from France, Garmarny, Naly and last ba
not |eest, Great Britain whosa team of 26
reprosanted possibly the strongest, with
potantial winners in the ferm of Jamia
Booth, Pote Stevens, Rory Cull and many
athar up-end-coming young drivess,

List of GE competitors

Jarmnie Booth Steva Weast
Chris Bpakes Tony Wells
iiee Bridges Kevin Moore
Steve Haynas Aary Ciall
Jason Green Ning Athanasiou
Jason Fowlear Jason Varley
Lawrence Harris Phil Davig
Mark Farguson Priar Smith
lan Qi dbe ign Littley
Cralg Dreschar Pale Stevens
Richard Isharaoad Darran Harrig
Dave Allan K.eith Chaplin
Tirm Walden Kevin Blaars

Saveral competitors hed opted for the
recantly refessed Yokomo Doglighter and
aftar it ifnprmiwa parformance at this
yedr's Aeedy International at Romsesay, it
was obviously 8n imaresting prosgact on
this simblar surface, &l the major rnakes of
buggy were present with, 8% might be ax-
pected, the Cat predominant. All wares 480
and linad up as follows:

Schumachear Cat
Evosho Mid Optimas
Yokama YZAT0C
TAG Coyoie

Tamlya Avanta

MRX

PB Maxima

Yankes
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Lay 1 — FPractice

Two nours of Tiew preclice procoded two
raunds of controllad practica in hagts on
ihe first day and proved 1o be totally hectic
Pit oses yawned snd spat out all tha redew
ant wierd and wonderful gadgets designed
thopelullyl to° achiave mechanical periec-
lion &nd the huge batte for grip was on,
with drivers changing tyras and shock oil
fastar than | sould blink,

11 weag thought that the maw Yakomo Hot-
lap tyras would be well suited to this irack
as they ware very successful at the
aforamentioned Reedy International and
different combinations of hard; soft and
mediem Were Ssan on many buggiss as
overyone iried 1o attein grip. Saveral driv-
8rs whi had raced on the track dusing the
French Grand Prix. soma wesiks sarfier
were Inying cul down kard Cat spikes and
in fogt. Schumechss hed browght snocash
tyras 1o chall=nos Goodyear! This prowed
b by the most popwslar Sst-wp throughut
the champearshins, although 3 new Parma
tyre, which & similar 1o tha Ca1 fyre bt
macy of @ Rarder material, was in demand
Thass, howear, arm not readify evailabia.

Safting up a car holds the key to success
on sy track, Dt thea 8 eapecially trua on
onp whare grip i= negligable; so tha frea
pracice snd the two haats of contralled
practice in tha haats format which followed
wors crucial 10 many competitars

o
ftalian Umberto Mitapes!s modiiied Tag Pra 10,
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| Qualifying

Each barggy wis weighed and measured in
the scrutineering tent and evary tranamii-
ter was chacked prior fo the single qualify-
ey mownd winech completad the Tiral days
racing. A slaggered start procedurs was
uged 1o avaid usual first comer pile-ups
and cars were relgasad at two second intar-
wals. This succassfully prevented ‘total car-
riage” but, to my mind, gave soma advan
tage to leading cars which hed something
like ¥a of a lap claar track in front of them at
tha baginning of every run

The excellént A & B Lap-Counting Sys-
tom was uaed in canjunction with & larga
elactronic georeboard which enabled spec-
tators Lo keep tobs on the lzading 3 po=i
tiona A future ‘must for top class mess-
ings in this couniry [EACA ploasa nota] was
the geheral opinion on this scorebosnd
tabiy which, as the mesting progr=ssed
& Chear thining geve Wiy to emotigng|
turmoil, became quite indigpensiblal

L saleil contimued to shine and the tem
peraturs inside 1he Marques rose (0 an op-
prisaiee 85T and the hot dusty conditions
mEant that the air compressors on hand 1o
clean the buggles ware made good usa of,

Excellent British performances in this
firsl qualilying round came fram Jamin
Booth holding 18t place, Rary Cull, Phil 1 al-
ways hold the coach wp' Davies, Chris
Boakes and Mino, alhough the pitfalls of

this difficult track hed loomed ominously
large to rmanmy drivers, hopafully lassone
had baen learned — and tommaorrow wWas
anothar dayl

Day 2 — 3 Ovalifying Rounds
The second day dawned, cloudy but ssill
very warm and the pits were- fillad ancs
maore with hopaiful antlcpetion... with threa
chancas o el things right!

Three rounds of qualifying heats were
run and tensien mounted throughiout tho
day, Frenchmean Denis Blandin moved U
inio 2nd placeand young Craig Drescher 10
Bih during roaned two, Thenkhally, the track
shiowed [inla gign of deteriorating and Mike
Bridges came into the reckoning slang with
his MGN team mate Sieva Haynes,

Tha first significent problam arose when
the announcer changad. This caused con-
siderabla confusion, which afected quite &
number af finishing times, &8 somea did not
know whathor they'd finished or natl To
miakg matieds warse, penaltias wara I
posed on anyone inadvertanthy passing the
stari line aftar he had officially, finished,

In the last’ round of gualitying, & final
suparior affort by Blandin pinched the TO
position from Jamie, with Mike Bridges
and Stephan Obarte of West Gerrnamy 3rd

Ealow iaft. Jamie receiving his trophy, stc. Below right, West German's Stephen Oberles Schumacher CAT team member races for LRP
Motors. Note; Small nicad pack near ssrial to drive senve for sterfing, This s supposed to increase duration by 10-20 socs. Possibla

another lap?
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Sweden's E  ‘Dallas’ s
Selumacher CAT and himselll can’l under-
#t@mnd why i Jdida't wiln corresiirs g,

and 4 respectively. These four wera in
thie arviable positicn of going strasght g
the A final.

As shwvays, lighter momems broke tho
sariounnass of the day and brought = wal-
come tifter — forgive the pun — like tha
marm, who lor modasty's sake shall remain
narmeless (5ha'll never forgive ma for thisli
and whom, rumodr has it was never so
gl for the aid of a couple of ty-wraps|

Day 3 — Finals

O arrival st the' track on finals day, we
were thsmayed 10 discover that ong of the
‘West German drivers Stephan Dane had
lo=t all his racing gear with the asception of
his Buggy — it had all besn stolen from his
caf on the previous nightl Although he was
gble 1o raca the finals an barrowed tackle,
this was obviously a great blow to the Bth
plece qualifior of the previous day,

The finals promised to be vary exciting,
a5 the ‘Xrmas Traa' systerm was used. For
thase not famillar with this, lat ma briedly
explain. Al drivers, with the excepiion of
tha first 4 automatic & final qualifers, must
raca aul their respective finals and alm to
finish in the firal three. These 3 then move
up angd race in the next higher final, Thas
thiz first 3 to finish in the Vizs finals, which
are the first of the day, move up to competn
in tho & finals and 500 o0n right up the
“trae’, In this wiay it is possible to clineh ane
af the remaining six places in tha A final...
providing you have 8 mountsin of chargad
calls #l your dispoaall

Wa anticipated soma great racing and
Wa Weren't disappointed!

Unlike the qualifiers, the star for the fi-
raks wis on the far sida of the track — half-
wily down the main straight. Cars on the in-
gide had the advantsge of a smooth sur
Tace, but those starting in the rough, stony
ouisids lane wene obwviously lass wall off|
First bend pilg-Upa were saen to be inevita-
e and profasts weare roised, These wers
awgrTuled and racing went ahead, but the
sarl as sxpociad, became an all imporiant
factor in the fimels

Daspite this, soma grast racing wasg wit-
nessed. Notably, Tony Wells, who stariad
in the Y% final, resched the Y finals only fo
fall victirn to a disirtegrated integrator; and
Jason Varley whao hed successfully, ean-
quered two finals 1o comfordable lead the
W bafore & broken brush speing put paid 1o

p |

his day. I only._ .3

Asthe finals continued, the start becamea
marg and more the deciding factor, This
wizs apparent in the thres A final runs
which followed, whara it bacame crucial to
make it round tha first two bands.

Shorily before the main finals wara run,
a Concourse D'Elpgance was held to find
the '‘Buggy Beauliful'l The most outstand.
ingly outrageous, perfactly painted ar, in
amy avent, terrifically turned out car on the
day, After much delibaration the aveniual
winmer, an Halian Cat, wes chosen, bt
rumour has it that Mike Dreschers shora
came within @ whisker or should | say
“whisper’ — heard planty — of taking the
traphy|

A Finals

The first A Final produced a scrappy stant
with Elandin leading round the firet bend.
He was never caught Aoy Cull sacurad
2ndd place with an Imprassive run and Jam-
mig, aher pushing too hard on the final lap,
rafinquishad Frd place 1o Peta Stevens and
slippad to dth. Blandin had landad the flrs:
13 lapgatr of the champianships.

In tha Znd A finel, Jamés Ted the feld
from the start with Mike Bridges in close
persuit, Blandin came through the field to
challengs iha leaders and forced Znd place
to thrasian Jamia's lead, pushing Mike into
Zrd place, whora he aventually finlshed.
The HBrits outchanted the Freach with
deafening showts of ‘lamia, Jamis' and
chearad him fo victory in os oeciting as
race 8= you could with 10 sas, Jamis had
replied with 2 thitesn lap win — bat

|- ‘Blandin in 2nd place aiso kad 13 laps

S in the third final, Jamie had it &l to
. The stmosphere was ‘charped with ey
citgment — nothing 1o do with- cells, wou
unaarsiand — s anticipation mingled with
the whiff of pommes frittes (Franch Tres to
vioull and everyone waitad.., Nat only dig
Jdamia hawva to baat Blandin to win, he had
to da it with a 13 lapper, Sadby, It was not to
be. Unlucky tangle, on the 2nd bend at the
stant shattered Jamée's dreams for this year
and silenced the entire British comtingens,
To beat Blandin now was virtually impossi-
ble, But ne one would went to take the
glory of this race away from vou rg Craig
Direschar, who |2d fram star 1o Gnish in an
impaccable run which was 1o clingh him
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Soma Britlsh Team members in the pits,
note Jason Vardey in Taars’,

the No. 3 spot on the winners rastrem. This
victory for Craig was a fitting end to his
magnificent efforts owver the 3 days In
Ganay.

Pate Stevers clinched 2nd place with
Mike Bridges 3rd. Jamia finishad back in
Hh after-a wvain attempt 10 pall Gul &1 the
slops on a aurlace which guite simply
would not aliow il

And Ba it was a French viclery, wilth a
well-deserved win by Denis Blendin, The
British proved, however, that they are the
main farce in Europe with many Young
drivers climbing the Xmas treg to new
halghtz. This contributed greatly to a mag-
nificently exciting day for ws; with ten out
ol the final top 20 positions hald by Brits.

Final Top 20 Positions

¥ Derss Blangdin 1 Owweallean | 08
& dwin RooTh GH 12 Msvin Moam OB
1 -Crsigithasches G0 13 - PhilDerrims =GB
i~ Peig Bltnuina =] 14 & Eoser

5/ Mihu Bricges ZE 15 % Maty

8 Aoy Coll ca 16 F. Sodwak

¥ Ssephen QDo 7 L Pches

B RS Wilkam B8 EteveWast- GE
8 Exava Hayrasg ag 8 0, Ganss
0 W, Bargsust 20 F Wiaysiwym

Finally, our congratulations go to the or-
genisers. Mo adpense was spared 10 make
it an pxtramaly enjoyabls 3 days which cul-
minated In & memaorable presentation com-
plete with Mational anthems and wine,
madals and French silk suspandar befts for
most  competiiors —  perfactly  appro-
priate.. VIVE La FRANGE!
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