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Lewis Eckett reports from Great Britain's largest
ever R/C car event



anning kEnt
averylhing —it's
1heonly thing,’

I yeth cauld sum
up tha attitudes prevakani af the
1887 World Championships
thsan this abave short =anignoe
would go il That ks the botlom
kg — winning at all costs. Even
il it means building & totally new
carf¥yoeno) or [ Sohumasher)
then nadhing elsa maters
because 10 win is the only real
|ustitscation resguired of ellan
and money spent. Everyihing is
& bomus if you win =
untoriunataly not SVENYone Qels
he apporbunily to best the
theory

Sl ayven if ultimate success
il farthcoming you can still
have anpoymant 1T5.'hl'|ﬂ- and it
mothing al=a the 1987 PARMA
IFM World Championships
Wil ba remembered as alun
race Even the Sun shona gnd
for a whoba waek al that! It just

8 Lo show thal when the
orld's top drivers congragate
In one place then E-HI'I"IE'“'I'FPIQ
spacial is qoing 1o happen.

‘When thie Internaticnal
Fedaration of Moded Aula
Racing salecied the Romsey
CrH-Aoad ciub's ciroubt in
Hampshire a8 fhe vanue 1ar the
18987 Buggy Warld Champs
theprg wiare @ greal many
soegtice who doubled il's
suitability. | kawe to confess |
was oneg o1 them but mysal and
&ll the aiher doubling vaices
reckoned without oneg vital
tactor. Bl Jonas may nol be
EVENyOne's chodite as the most
popular raoe organisar ever, bt
¥oul have to admit hea ﬂl:l[ ne jt||:|
dans, D«EE_r.'lHE massive
grgansational headachaes,
Dapurocratic hold-ugs and a
arigpling back problem the
AORC Circult on August 3rd
excagdad Bveryones
axpeclations

Crrganisationaltly the Waorid
Champa i3 8 diffieull nul to
crack. If it was onily the frack
itzaff that had b be worried
abaut then the job would be
gimphs, Inslaad thara's Tha
guestion of finance, antries,
pits, calaring. fodlets,
eguipment, l&p-counling,
personnel, rules, procedure, tha
lisl s endbaas and ail of it mast
bie sortad oul belare the event.
Just imagine iha atfort it takes
] tlrgEII"liEB any ordinary clu
apen mesting, thaen molliply it &
thiougand times and wou'll have
an ideia of the Lask,

The Right Track

The centrepiece of the whole
gyent was of course the track.
Despite praviows avy rain the
ciroust had drained well 1o Mave
avery iough racing surface

which stood up taiha rlgl:-urs of
almost Six days of continuous
RS T many tha track shaps
may saem simpdistic but this =
not tha case. Tha vast majority
of grivars walcomead tha
combination of spead and akiil
necessary ioacheye guick
times. The hard concrate=like
=irface looked 1o be a problem,
particularly for the 2-wheal
dirives cars, In actoal {act this
naver turned oot to be & real
problem as1ha ﬂr|ﬂ did exigt —
you it had 1o rmake sune you
coubd fird il

Paris of tha track had been
treated with a coating of old
enggine ol and this method
I3oks b have worked a traat by
Binding in with the koose
surface matartal to provide &
wary grippy lopping.

EUH‘,‘W nara alee the lrack had
peen rakad and rollad 5o that
the swerface would not erade 1o
qunckly undar the passage of
ihe cars.

Aswith evary rack a correat
line had to be trod if quick aps
were o be achigvad, Through
e cormens ha I'E:Cil-‘llg Firie had
to i adnared to and right from
tha beginning of practice the
line” gradualky bagan to appear.

Cither argas played a kay rode
in the lorunes of the 120 drivers
competing. |n garticular the fwa
jumps entering and axiting the
‘dig’ in the centra of tha track.
On approach drivers soon
bearned 1o 5tay Off The iwer
JUEL balore the jump 80 thal the
car didn't {hy. Those who Kepl
ina power on genarally found
nair cars upside-down and in
the way of thae rest of the field
coming round

Likgwisa tha gxit from the dip
which if takaen al speed could
produce soma spaciacular
aarial action! Mot 50 [}
seling the car ready for the
halrgin immediataly atteryard,

Two humgs alss fay across
the path of the main ight=
langent straight. These ay at an
angle 1o sach other and the
ohwious trick was to {aks thern
wihra Ly lay elosesl 10 aach
oihar, Cbviges you S&y — but
not gveny one seemed to share
& gaamie viiewpoine,

Romaey 58 quick track but
only if you hawve the ru!quia.ile
amounts of skill, consistongy
and nerve 1o keap [he cBF
trawalling as quick as il it far
five minufes. For many this was
difticult bt for & few, just 8 few
mifnd, It lookad aasy,

Arpund the circurl Asall the
nosmally Darman apeaarance of
the ADRC had bean
transformad into a busy village
ol driwers, mechanics,
manuiaciurers and SpORE0OMSE,
Activity centred on the huge
pits mErqUes whana

Top o bodtom: WD Knalists karg' af work durieg the fivsl of thres fina's. The
‘oitE" whore ol the Moiar: And eel pau sver wanfed wers hofo. Associaled
and Asady shortly bafare the 2WD line, Teeat Pesois bag an aecelam I:‘-'_5I:|'ll"
of gaodies as wall &5 el molor servion. Stan of Ife sacond of Wiree A-linais
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rapragantatives [rom over 20
nations fried to keap thdr
sacrets from eash other.
letEres] was alao focussed
Upan the SpOns0r areas,
particularly hosa of Parma
Infereadionmal ine, [main
Spons0ors of the evant) and
Kyoeho of Japan. Boih
companies had fop lavel
reprasentatives -B.![Eﬂﬂ'"‘lﬂ ha
champianships — Ken
MacDowell and Yakki Suzukl of
Parema and K{Insha reapgnliut‘y.
With the othar stands in place
and L track boards and drivars
rosirem bedecked with
advertisers bannars the whole
ﬁ[‘:ﬂ.lﬂﬂktﬂ MSiti'.'El:f' cingug-

The Terms

Kyosho

Mobody regrasantad the win
at all'costs ethic mose obvigusty
than Kyozho. Aside from
bringing thedr own drivess tha
Japanese Company had also
racruited some big nama stars
Iram iha States and Europe.

The Kyosho approach
appears to be safety innumbers
and throwing monay at the
problem in the hope that scme
o il &licks,

Even drivars the cafibre of
Joed Johnzon (LSA), Katsunari
Kondo {Jagan) and Josa Rosas
(France] doasn't assure you of
victory unless ihe righd
equipment is availaoée

In two-whesl drive their
'Ltima’ beoked evary inch the
car most able to challenge the
Associzfad domination_ ln any
B'.fEﬂithE Kposho Ulima' had fo
win simply bacause the
Amarican modelling prass had
been running ads for the
'UHima” proclaiming it to e tha
next World Champson’ Losing
wolld mean & sersous loss of
Tt nod Eo menbion salas

Joed Johnson of Amearica
assumead the position of numbar
ang Kyosho driver aven abave
the tactory sponsored Japanase
drivers. His innity powerad
‘Lktima’ difterad from the
slgndard carin Sevaral respects
mast noticeably In the choise of
chassis,

Instesd of the 'Option House'
wersion Joal used a DED
Fraphite, carbon fibre chassis
plate. With the Ni-cad pack
mibunted langth ways slong the
CaT

Mew 480F gears also
{eaturad,

In 4-wihael drive Kposho had
1aken tha much loved ‘Optima’
and re=worked it otally. Mot
anly belt-drive bul also mid-
engined with a cholce o beval

eir or ball-typa diffaremtiaks,

niy terty five axamples of thig
car ad besn hand-made for tha
BEprass purposs of winning the
Worlds. | am reliably informed
thil sach car cost
approvimataly £500 to produca
wihich just goes to show how
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much emphasis Kyposho place
gn sthgking the tag "World
Champions on thair Kol boxes

Carbon fibre gchassis plates.
N qaars and ball dilterantials
all featured.

It the above dascripiion
soereds Tamidiar then that is
purely infentionall Wihatever the
tacts behind the design it strisck
& preal many thal Kposhd had
taken along hard ook al the
Sehumacher "CAT' belora thay
sat down and produced thair
a'wnGar.

On the frack the new
'‘Optimas’ had all the afficiency,
hann:lling and spead necengary
1o-win particularly with the
numbers of drivers using iha
Car.

Spares back up for tha leam
siretchiad not only to hige
siocks of gears, wheels, tyres
and sa on bul alsd o two
lactory lechnicians available fo
build, re=build or set-up the
cars, One of theas vwas tha
lactory's :hiafﬁamgner_

Azide from the actual racing
machinery the &yosho
operatEon also iurmad oul 8 nice
lime: b T-shirts, stickers and
even umbrellas. Al fhis seemed
P‘;Mhhtl:.ﬁ virfually E.Lw-:-na
IMRT s A Fufina wosho.

Top hilling for ‘I‘n.lrn"._:"I Kynsho
4-WD drivar seemed once again
to go o Joel Johnsan although
this tima closely folkowed by
Pate Slavens [Jﬂj. Hatsunori
Kondo (Japan) and Junichi
Koma (also Japan),

Associated

Spurnad on by Kposho's
subile brand of advertising
Associated of America were
axiramaly keen o retain thalr
World Championship states for
the 'RC1E in 2 wheael driva,

Thedr principal hopes gy with
the 1985 World Champion Jay
Halsay along with Sl Lett —
both drivers from the States. As
far a% pedigres |z concermed tha
‘RCT I8 & pure-bred winner.
Vary faw changas ware in
owidBNCE ON 1AM Sars.

Thera i still no firm
indization of when, Il aver,
Aszociated will produce a 4=
whesl drive gar, Co=owhnier
Roger Curtis was guite apen
about It stating that they still
couldn’ maka engugh 'RCH Irs?
and that if  car was produced it
could nod be & converted
'RCID.

Certainty no Associaled
protoly pe was saen anywhera
&nd definitely not on the rack.
This maant thai Associatad
fedr drivers were wirtualily able
1o run the car of thedr chome in
4= D (although none of tham
chose Kyosho), Schinmacher
‘CATS wara tha initial choica
until the appéarance of tha new
belt-drivan Yokomo. Jay Halzay
in fact substitutad the 'CAT for
the Vokora whikst Clitf stayed
wilh the 'CAT' — both drivers
made the 4-WD A-final

The great race 1987
Parma/lfmar 1/10th scale off-road World Championships

Romsey off-road club, England, August 3-th

Yokomo

Cing of the surprises of the
rece was the appearance of
Tokomo's totally new beli drive
=W car, Sporting an Uiina thin
beit and Simple looking Fayout
lhe Yoromo found immediate
favour with tha American
Contingent. 1§ would =eem thai
1he complexilias of setting up &
AT was foo much 1or therm S0
when a simpder car bacama
avallable they jumped at it.

Onthefrack the Yakomo
displayed imprassive siraight —
Firie spaed DU oo ad a bil
Nervaus in 1he lums. |1 Seams
plausibie that with a bit mora
fima to experimant the Yokomo
brigade could havwa been a forca
to ba rockoned with,

Gl Losk Junior tha 1985 4-WD
World Chamgéon and fhe
aforamentioned Jay Halsey
I:lFlI‘.h went well although Gil
didn't seam as happy with itas
he did with hig Ranch Pif shop
version

Schumacher

-Romsey's hard, dusty and
ditficukt track conditions had
baan tamed by Coecil's 'CAT at
various limes leading vp 1o this
waant

Im two-winael drive howeaver
L car was &n instant disaster
which just goes to show that
oLk cannol have the bast of
both worlds. Phil Davies just
managed to sgueare inla the 2-
WD chamgionship as a labe
eniry but not even he, the 1987
European Champion could
ch&ll:nlgz the Associnded’s and
Kyosho's,

AL one point FPhil even
resorted 1o hanging half his Mi-
Cad pack on the back of the car
to change the baklance and

arfive al & modicum of kandling.

it gidn't work.

Inkereatingly the only 'CAT
that did work was that
Belonging 10 Stephen Kaske
wht chose to run his a3 front-
whaeal driva car. This imked
good bul for some obscurg
reason an IFMAR commities
maating bannad this sel-up for
lubure evenls,

‘With Phil Davies cenain to
miss a place in the 4-WD
champicnship plus the
dafpction of previous “CATT
drivers to Kyosho Cecil was
Elrﬁhnbdy & woarrigd man until

asami Hirosaks of Japan
sluchk his “CAT an pale position
Mot only that but both GliH Lett
and Jamie Bo0th scored the
magical 17 aps n five minutes
Crarren Harris also appaared
briethy inthe & final Epe-up but
lglar dragped to the C-final.

Again faw changss fo 8 car
that has proven io work &1
Ftn:ur_:'nse_y.l_ﬁr-g whealbase [or
gorigtric if you prefer) was
againthe only way bo go

PB Racing Products

Kaith Flealed's pre-
champlonship testing had fad
nim 10 pRedUce 8 rear-engined
'Mini-Mustang” specifically for
the 2-WD championship,

' nfortenatedy onky ona had
bapn made and that ane had
baon passad to Bill Jongs who
faund it diificult 1o do the car
justice whilst suflering the
affacts of & savere back
problem.

Instandard trim, albait with
oniy 2-WD the car was a non-
siarter despile a number ol
datail changes. Thase Included
he ﬂ-‘iﬂh efficiency balls,
wniversil join drive-shalts and
a new chassis and undartray

I 2-W0 Parma
Intornadiomal’s Batest apguisition
— Andy Dobson — found
himsal in the ynenvous
position of having to use the PB
bescause Parma imporf tha car
into the States. This wouldn't
have besan 80 bad if a second
rear-gngirad car kad besan
avadabie. Ind-whael diive PE'S
Enaln pr‘uﬁhm was lindi

rivars. Most of 'HBM 'S
had ialt Tor @ilher Ryn:hu?:r?
Sehumacher which lgtt SR
Racings Simon MeRae to
champion Lhe cause.

MIP/Associated

Alhough not striatly a
manutacturers car the MIF
comverted "RC10" is worlhy of
mention simply bacauss tpot
inta the A-final

Eustace Moore has worked
hard to produce the production
warsion ol his 4-WD chain drive
conversian for the 'BCTY. This
jusi goas to show thal s 2-WD0
can ba convarted 1o d-WD and
work exiremaly well. According
iothe pxparts tha M{F thrives on
kpose, dusty surlaces, This
combired wilh Eustace's
undeubbad driving ability maant
that the car drew a kot of
imlarast,

SR Aecimg plan on being
the UK agents so confact tham
for the daetnils.

The others

Following on from their
sntcessiul oirtineg at the
Eurgpean Champlonships TAG
Mad'ads of Italy once again
showed well wilh The "Coyole 4-
WD car. Both Marco de Marchi
and Umbero Fermica fulfilbad
iheir pre-race promise by
minking the B-final. In {act
Manco sl missed oul on an A-
final place by 025 of 5 second,

Tha only othar Infaresting car
on 2how was the new Mugen "4-
wheel drive’. Four of these wera
Intha nands of an all Japanase
team. The Mugen design also
had balts transfarring drive o
all four wheeds, On The track the
Mugen was mas! distinctive by
virtua of it's upright mounted
shocks, The spead wasn'l bad
Eithar with Kunsei Takeda
making it ta the C-final,

a7



Motors

The motor batile ai thase
avants gaams o be the maosl
hally contasted aspect of ihe
gnting proceedings. Al limeas
more emphasis i placed upon
Ine winning motor than the car
Maybe this is becatse in 1/10th
Oi-Road racing the mobtor can
be changed much mora readils
than the car

Wihatever the reason figures
like Mike Ready (Fasdy). Ernia
Prowattl [ Frinity) and Mike
Walker [ Twistar) azsume almost
god-like status

The contast betweasn Triniy
and Aepdy for gach and evary
result is now Baing holly
pursuad oulside of the States
and inmta the Far East and
Europa. Mika Walkar's
whirlwind success [Enrrt':l wrth
hig Twisier motors is giving
cause for concern whilst Parma
Inlernarional |.'|'|1'I2lug|1 Ihig
spplication of modarn
technolaogy ara up thair with lha
best }

All motors originate inJapan
50 | was 8 major poanl ol
interesl just how well tha
Japanesa manulachurers would
match up. Everyone knows of
Kyosho bt a much lessar
numiar hadhaard of HP). That
was until Masami Hirosaka sed
thie ‘CAT' among tha pigeons
will 1he Tastest tima in
qualifying.

Tha other interasting motor
paint was the Parfra motar
sarvice principally mannad by
none-otmar than Andy Dobaan
along with help fram other
lactary personngl

Commudatoer truing proved 1o
b& the most popdlar service for
the ragers whilst the public &
the strangth of gée-race adverls
queled ug clutching thair
mxlors for a chack and a
magnaet zap. Farma fully inlend
o keep ne Sedvioe going in
Brilain from now on iNnsegh
their Europsan Agenls Halger
Hﬂ‘iﬂl'.l'u'g.

The 2 wheel
drive World
Champion-
ships

DEEFII'IB aarly - mami L] drizzla
on Monday the 3rd this was the
last thme aryona experienced
le meErest hant of rain for tha
rHIKE WG,

Tha damp start did wary litthe
e {he track which =3on rewarted
b it’s hard, fast and dusty Form.
For thie majority of drivers this
was thiedr lirst ver timea on the
[rack 5o practica was
ﬂErtitl.llE.I’l:.l' impariant. Somea ol
them had spant almost ihe
whole weak praveoesly just
lenivki g al il Al last the chanca
o put tha theory into practical
Umfulliled eniries provided
saypral British drivers with tha
chamnca 10 have @ go themsalvas.
Armsonst Ihem two :.I-'}Mﬂ-illE'l'ﬂ-
ARory Cull and Kevin Maane bath
of whom grasped thair
il Il-il.}' il alk thumibs
More ol which [ater

What rapidly became cbyious
as practice and then quealiying
ook under way was that the 2-
WD champéonship was going o
b a lﬁl.ng h, close and ey sl
raca,

The skill o shooy was simply
amazing with the top boys
displaying fivea minutes of
controlled racing. The key was
o hawe the softest set-up
passibla, Haw Rorsepower wWas
ﬂEriﬂitE':.' aul in fawaur of &
=smooth delivery of powerina
car that was sat wp 1o
undaraisar.

The quick times cama from
the drivers wino kepl their cars
rolling through the comars and
appliad powar in slraight linea,

Almas! immedialely the long-
awaitled contest botwean
Kyosho and Associated
materialisad [hl'l:lugl"l L B
principal players Joal Johnson
and Jay Halsey. However when
M dust kad getlilad alier round
1 neither wese sitting on top,
Chris Moore [USA) faok that
honour with an extremely fast
16 lap fime.

This only lasted for one raund
howeaver when Jay Halsay
posted hizintantions by
blasting round for the firss 16
lap time. Everyona suckad in
thgir reath an that bul there
wiag mare bo coma.

day's time stogd for the nexl
round until nes heat inround 4
when Joal fohnson proved it
wasn't a fluka with another 16
lap time and one sacond fasker,

Could anyaone go guicker?
Wl yas Chrls Moore could and
did two haata kater at the start of
round 5, Three seconds wars
loppad off Joel's time 10 8et the
freark a1 16 laps 315.45,

So only three drivers on 16
taps. all ot them Amesicans and
E-ﬂﬂ"-'iﬂg Ehat the track was nol
affecling anyone's chances of
goang guickar,

Inferest once agam cenlred
on haat 12 featuring the
Kyosho/ Trinihy
AssociaradfRaedy lusshe
befween Jood Johnson and Jay
Halsey, Sureanough encthear
w0 16 18psE Tinmes Bul -Jﬂ:.-"E- el
winning scare couidm't quila
oust Chris Moore trom fop slot.

It Ak 1ag] raund and tha
sxtremely consistent Chiris
Moore strengthened his clalm
Lo The TO spal by culting &
secand off iis time. This was in
hieat 2 howayar whech stili
raant anothar 10 heals of
agory for Chras 1o sae whether
anyona could go quicker,

Sure znuugh OUF VEry osn
Jamie Baath in heat 7 afler fve
wing with 15 laps finally found
the axira impetus Mo canry fiem
Into the 16 lap bracket. His tima
af 16 laps 319.70 wa=n"t quick
enough for the top siot bat at
1hat particular momeant &m time 1
didn’l really rmaibes.

Filleen lap timas ware still tha:
nadm wntil heat 12 when all ayas
focussed on the Joel and Jay
showed 1o Bea | adthar of tham
could pig Chrig Moone at the
st

The raault was anothar 15 |E|:l
lisree but this time fae the
Japanesa driver Katsunori
Honda with tha Kyosa 'Littima’
Hig time of 16 lapa 320,11 was
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tha slowest of tha lof but with
over 80-drivars behind you all
on 15 laps who cares?

So first Blood 1o Kyoeho and
Trirmity with a World Champs
T4, However winning, as we
hawe aaid, = the point and any
oredf the 1en A-Tenal qualilisns
coald go |E

Outsida of ihe five, 16 lap
scorprs the best of the 15's
provided some chear for tha
Brilizh Supparters. Both Hory
Sl gnd Kavin Moore maest
have faund 11 necessary to
proves thir worth as Last mimule
antranis by gualifying for the &-
final. Desgpite their lack of
practice both drivers had Ehedr
'BRCI0E" quickly on the pace

A Final 1

To gllow sitficient thme
babween ihe three A finals rang
eaah final wiss run al infervads
patwEen the res] of ihe B-L
T =

Sub=saquanthy afer thea
I'rn.al'lh|:|1:n.|ﬁ.1'zrnausﬂ.
prasanted thelr cars 1o technical
inspeciion and climbed the
Eleps ko tha rostrum for phase
ona of tha 1967 two-whesl drive
Wiorld Championships,

Chris Moom's pole positlion
spot lookad to give only the
sligniest of advaniages
particularty with Jay Halsay
alongside on the outside line.
Eattln% into the sweeper at ihe
end of the straight would ba no
problam — geting out of it
unscathed was samething else.

Fram the horn, Joal
Johnson's Trinify poweared
Ultima’ managed to sneak
betwaan tha two front row cars
I amarge as the eader in the
space of anly 20 yards

Onca the dust had sattled
behvind him il was Chris Moorg
and Katsunori Kondo in hot
pursuit These places shanged
repldly haweyver as Jamie Booth
from fourth place ontha grid
hnd shaken off the rest of the
flield to chease hard Tar the lead.
Jarnie's drive through the fiald
had tha crowd chaering
exubarantly but deapite the
encaurangement ihere was no
caiching efthar Chris Mocre ar
Joel Johnsan. The baiter's racs,
wihather in traffic or on his own
was hypical of Uhe calm, efficiend
alyle displayed in tha haals
Qinly Ciris Moora, on the limit
of his capabibities could come
closs and onky thasa two drivars
braka 16 laps.

A Final 2

11 takes &t least five minutes
lor the procesdings prior o the
start of an A final o calm down
=03 thal 1he race can ba started
This s bacausa of the fuss and
ritual that heralds the higher
haals and :uhs_nquam finals,

Tha mechanics carry tha cars
1o the line whereupon musch
fuss i mada of rolling tha car
along the ground to check (he
fracki th Theén lhe_ caris placed
carefully on position and any
small obstaches swap! fram its
projecied path, The next
=second all tan cars have made
1Bl nonsense of this car and
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attention by IH-BE-‘IIW diowin tha
track al the first sound of tha
slart signal toand up in & nugs
rmass at {he first carmer.

Chris Moore's pole posibon
once again evaporated as 1ha
ninse athier cars caught up
immediataly. in fact the top
thres cars all sullared as the
middle grid positions swept
forward.

Somahow Mike Cheislansan
gad through to the front from

fid poEition seven whilst Jamsa

oaih Egliﬂ saEmed [0 bear &
charmed life picking his way
:hrnugh. Kavin Moore added fo
the British interast leaving
1edlow Brit Rory Gull to indulgs
in a private badile with Jay
RHalsay for a lowar placa,

BMike Cheislensan cama Noma
on.a three second cushion from
Jamde with the Japanase driver
Kands in third. Kondo hés 2
wery high profide away from the
Business of driving Bul oRcs-on
thea track nes car becomes
imaliced urBl 1 pops up just
bahind 1he leadar or-overtak |I'I!]
a highar placed car

Christensan’s win kepd thn
overall result wide opan

ftar-a day of preparing
CHrs; chacking mobors,
matching cells, ate.,

eld., drvers returnged

on the Friday 1o battie for thea
4WD World Championahip.

Righthy or wrongly the Tour
whesl drive championships s
e ane that attracts gil tha
atention, Whensas the two
championships are equal in the
eyes of IFMAR, the fact of the
mattar i& thal the main intarest
of the 'week was cantred on the
last thrae days,

¥ you were looking for a
reasan why, than practice
windsld piot have given you one.
The assumplion thatl WD
would be @ great deal quicker
autamatically just did not
hﬂ!:ll:ﬂ‘:ﬂ. True, 16 lap times
quickly bacama the siandard
buttha diterence belween fasi

zlthough this heat was muech
shorfer than tha first with na 16
lappers.

AFinal 3

The moment of tridh for ten
drivers aggambied from around
thg world. Five minutes
saparated them from the
Champianship of ha Waarld.

From the start Brilish hopes
wara dashad when.Jamia
Boolh's car Stopped wihen a
sorvo lead came unphigoed.
Thig latt the way chaar for tha
Americans and Japanesa o
=g it 0wt for the bitla

Esurae Koada wilh a ﬂﬂl:lﬂ
third place 1o his cred:d h:ner.: b
could do i by winning the thind
A final providing certain othar
drivgrs gidn't finash as high

Both Chris Moora and Joel
Johnson hed 1he besl
opportunity with no ong alse
faally in tha running

In the and Josl was guile
nappy to tuck in behind Kondo
leaving Chris Moo to try end
make it past tha iImpeccable
{.'ri'u'll"lg ol Masami Hirosaka,

Kondo took the chagquarad

15’3 (WD) and 16 laps (WD) is
nat that great. Having driven at
ah Ends Seems fo give a graad
fmany drivars the idea ihat you
can drive wilddy and still gat
away withi il This Is not and was
ol the casea,

Friday's praciising sessions
{in sunshine onca agaln) gave
way to four rounds of qualitying
an the Saturday.

Once again the heat was on
with manulaciurers, motor
buildess and the drivers ai
anxkous to gae whish way the
race would go.

As pupactad tha 16 lap barrier
want straight away with lan
Dddia, Paul Dionne and E—inag
Fax in Haat 1, Howsavar Haal 4
would obvicusly ba the one 1o
walch cantaining as it ded Joel
Johnson and Jamie Bopoth.
‘What a surprise in Heal 3 when

flag with 16 laps followad by
Jaat Johngan in aacand.

Craspita having to wait for tha
official announcemsant most
spectitors knew in their heart of
hearts that.Joel had done
enaugh i clinch it

What the resuft didn't prepana
L for was tha clean sweep of
the top threa places by Kyosho
Litimas.” Katsunor Kordd fook
the runnars up apol and Chris
Moaore held third place overall.

Champagne and garlands
ware presanted but the thres
drivers could not be enticed 1o
spray the chempagnma in tima-
honoured radilicn, shame.

Round up

Long faces in the Associated
Pt a6 the E-ﬂl'E-l'I-E-iI"IQ I:‘-Eﬂ":ﬂ-ﬂig n
{or 1he nexl o years will now
nated @ revicw

Kyosho on the other hand are
ifi II.'1E_ efivious position al
running ods saying “Wa told
Youso,”

Part oo of Kyosho's plan for
world domination had been
actamplished — only ora mora
1o gothe four-whesal drive
ﬂl’lEI’I"INEIﬂﬂjp.

ihe two Japanesa drivers
Katsunor Kondo Kvosho and
Mazami Hirgsaka Schumaeber
bolh hit the 16 lap mark, went
through N and came ot the
other ide with 17 lape apiece.

This then was nolice of
sarigus intantion and of sarlous
threat. Japanese drivers have
ﬂlwﬂﬁ bsaen wary ﬂﬂl’.‘lﬂ butin
fhe paat have been et down by
thadr epuApment

Thiz i= alt in ihe past howeaver,
28 ha bt _nh:'.rgr','rr.lng I8 ricw
readily avallabla, The threat of a
sarigus Japansss I‘:hu]ll’:ﬂg{l
here atl Homsey was not given
any thought by Western drivers
tor reasons of pure bias. Forihat
reason Kondo s and Hirosaka's
fimas wara a shock —
unforiunately thara was more 1o
Come,

What of Heat 47 Wel, Josl
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won il witha 18 lap tire bul
Jarmie was not far behind. More
6 lappers fiowed from thera on
bk the closest anyone could
2191 o the TO fargel was Mike

artin of the States with 16 laps
hLOd 0

With oneround aver and five
muxie ko go nobody was giving
up particularly as the wealher
and tha track condilion wesa
r'ar'nalni_rng stabba.

Dpspita the shift of attenticn
10 Haal 3 neither Kendo nor
Hirgsaka could match thetr
pravious bests. Heat 4 was the
Joel and Jamie show sgain with
the latier getting the werdizt.

Mot unill Heat 8 was Weslarn
pricea restored when Cliff Letl's
Sehumacher 'CAT!
overshadowad that of Giyn
Faglar's to hit 8 17 lapper anly
Ewd secands off T Cliff's
ruggad good laoks had the lag
counters all-in-a-flutter but the
AME s slightly lass
Impressionabla. 211 wilh 17
laps inthe bag Cliff could
wirtually book his place In the
lirala facl nol loat in the rest
of the fiald

Britiah prosmiss at this
moment had failed {0
maierialisa but Jamie Booth,
Giyn Faghar and Pele Sievens
were stillin with a chanca.

In Aound 3 Masami Hirozaka
put mimsall into anofher class
but hitting his second 17 lap
time; By now it was bacoming
obvigos thal Hirosaka vwas the
manto baat as anyons waiching
Rim wowld tell yad. | watched
hirm and | could not befieve his
strict adherence 10 the racing
lina |ap after tap. Evenin iralfic
he managed io sneak a way
through quickly and edficienily.
IT rigtakes were made {if) 1han
recowery was iImmadiate and
didn’l seam o atfect tha driving.

Elaswhers in Found 3 it
sepmed theWorkd and his
machanic hed 818 16 lap timea
with anly split &Ssconds
saparaiing fourih to about 40th
pace.

Fortunately the track was
ramalning in good condition
and that good times could
still roll. In pars howaver care
had Lo b :B!-cerr.Fartil:LdarI:.rlhu
comar laading onto the main
strabghl which was bE?Inni o 1
devalop s small dip. Also tha
eniry 1o the centre jump naeded
cara and attention to avoid the
embarrasament of 8 siranded
car, upside down and at the
furthest point from the
rarshallz.

Aound 4 was [he
bragkthrough for bothJoel
Johnson and Jamie Booth who
anjoyed & privale tussle for the
laad totally givorced from the
other eight drivers in their nast
Howenver Joal's 11 laps in 3185
was 21l two seconds off
Hirosaka's TO targed.
Mevariheless an A final store al
just iha right tima, Fast 16.

ppars elevaled lesser mortals
10 & final status. Among them
Junichi Koma of Japan and
Mike Chrisiensen of tha LISA,
Jay Halsay also antened the
Irame despite having opted for a
hastity prepared Yokanta Car,

Tha penultimata round of

aq

gpuealifying and the last of the
Saturday session was glven
panicular emphasis as no-ona
could tell what the weaiher
would be doing e next day
and how it would atfect the
track. Skl fhe alusive 17 lap
target ramained — a sarl af
Haly Grail, the atainmant of
which would guarantes an &
final place. Anything was still
possibia it a goad start was
made, tha back markars moved
ot of 1he way and no mistakes
warg committed

Jay Halzay and hiz Resdy
powenad Yakomo proved the
IF factor with 8 near faultless
ol that eclipsed evaryons plse
it his heat,

Sowith anly 5,17 lap timas on
1he toand and only o round af
qualifying laft 1o go jt was fime
for some garious hoad-
sxratching oearnighl

Fortunataly {hor the majarity)
Sundey dawned fing onca egakn
and the last chanca was on. Na-
ona grabbed il e firmily than
our very own Pete Stavens who
ol tha puisas of the home
croved racing with a magnificent
controlied drive from the bast of
starts, IEwasn’ 17 laps but it
was quick enough nonatheless
o glevate him from Che relative
phecurnity of ihe middie ordar,

Before this, however, Hirosaka
tad onca again mads it plain
that compiacency doas not
Tigtire i 1his approach 1o
winning, ¥es, anothar 17 laps —
tha writing was an the wail
Iherelote everyons 1o read aven
if it was In Japanese.

Cheakifying ended and a quick
scan down the ordarwas
anough fosee that the

‘difference beiwaen siccess and

Tailurg Iz magsured in
nundredihz of seconds. Sixtaen
laps apanned gualifiers from
savanth to B5ih place,
Inferestingly the sproad of
natipnallhus inthe & final was
again split bebwesan the same
thres counfries, Japan, LISA
and Great Britain,

A Final1

Chnoe the press had besn
clearad off the rack and tha
crovad hished the first bag of the
W0 World Chamgdonshig A
lenal commsenced.

Mazami Hirosaka made [ha
most of pole position and
headed off into tha disiance,
Befnd lim [he lisld lowght 1oF
tha job of giving chase. Fram
fiftn place an the gred Jamia
Eooth accepled the job alang
wilhy Clitf Latt and Jay Haksey.
Hirosaka, hovweaver, was not 1o
be caughl and desgpila fhe
tension of the sitvation his lines
and reactions werna gveny bil 85
good. Evidanca of this was

iwan whan he crosged tha lina,
rAbasn lpps — (ha Ihl"il:ll' L
of the final, Jamse camse in
sac0nd {0 Keep s hopes alive
wihilad Evic Sodesguist lad the
Amarican challenge in 1hird.

A Final 2

The tables were tuned in tha
sacond leg as Jamie Booth
once again muscled his wany

thraugh whilst Hirpsaka was
E:-Bd%m in the first corner pile=
up. Clif Legg challengad briafly
but onca agaln fefl back mid-
way. through cndy to rally back
gl the end. Hirosakas maintainad
his ungl:t‘h.ls by coming in third
wilth: 16 Eaps, alsa at 1his point
the Kyasho managament fast
hawe wondarad what had gong
wiroing wilh the first threa places
Fnlﬂgm tha Schumacher 'CAT.
n fact unkess sameacns did
samething gpectacular then the
doiibbe would remain firmily oul
af thalr grasp.

The likelihood was the Cesil's
brainchild was going to,dao it
But with wha driving?

Hirosaka st hald the
advaniege with his 17 lapgar but
it Jamia Bootl could do
likewisa anything was possibie.

A Final 3

¥ou could have cul the
atmosphare for tha third and
las1 A-final with a Kmila. A [ast
minule delay 10 allow Erig
Soderguist tima to comactan
alactrical 1aull id little 1o
albpviain tha pressure on the
drivars’ rosirdm.

Hirosaka went ahead sarly on
burt the lead was cut back
Imn"rEﬂimeEr by CHH Lett and
Katsunan Kondo, Jamss
Booth's chences evaparatad
wilh a succession of mistakes
early on. Kondg on the other
hangd saamed 10 have moved up
& gear and sped off inta the
distance, CUff Latt took in
second byt Hirosaka's CAT was
nak lar bahind,

Kondo's 17 lappar Instantty
edevaled nim to the potential
winners spol whilst Jamis
Booth had possibly removed
Rirmeedl froem ine Irame. The
!ﬂ_riml!: money had 1o be on
Hirosaka becakse of shesr
conglstancy:

In time hondumed fashicnihe
rasult was rapd in revarsa order
with drivars taking their placos
an the winners' rasirum,

Jamia Booth occupied third
spat, with Kondo in second
hraving fhe Warld
Champlonship title to Masami
Hiro=aka — the lirsl gvier
Japanase World Champlan
Unlike tha 28D announcement,
chamnaqm wag agraved much
1 the dalight ol the prass and
spectalors. Somabady should
hawve given the winnes some fps
on champagne spraying
technique, his approach was
simply 10 chuck it anywhere
54100 1f you have just 'won the
World Chamglonship — who
caresT The celebralicns waera
niok over, however, a5 Hirosaka
let &lip (Through an interpraierh
thai hecould drive his car one-
handed The resulting
demonsiration was Lruly
EMBzZing a5 one-handed ha put
the car round the track with
speed and styke. There was
miare o cme though whan
Masami lurnad tha transmitter
upside down and back-to-frant
and drove thacar that way {iry [t
somelime]! The Coup de Grace
howevar was saved 1l last when
e bk off his shoes, 58t down
and draw it with his lesl.
Unbedievabia, just unbalinvabla,

Any resarvations about the
warih of defermining tha winmar
of thrae A finals on 12p limes
inglead af points were browght
out into the opan hare.

Masami Hirosaka is the World
Champion but the fact remains
that if tha finals had baen
waorked oul 88 poinis or places
Jamie Booih would have won (f,

Thers iz no arguamant aboul
1hiz rasull whatesar your views
as tha rubes for this svant were
labd down monthe aga.

For Cecil Schumacher tha
future must look good_ The
'"CAT' is now the car to baat
oih the frack and tnihe moded
shops, Tha only guestion i can
Cecil aupply @nough of tham?

Hopefully their recant move
o nenw pramizas will mprove
the flow af production.

For *g;prshﬂ s0onaar and yat
50 far, Despita the hand-built |
cars, the faciory back-up and
tha monay spant thay wara just
plpped at tha post, Mayerihalass
hes Ao car-is obwioesly a
winnar — lat's hope wa can get
hold af it S,

Tha Interesting poant & that
Hirosaka must have s
repulation in Japan sowhy
wasn't ha driving an 'Optima’ at
Kposho. The anseer Irom ihe
man himsel is mieresting. He
chosa the 'CAT' infavour of
wiorks K posho drive. Fatriotism
iz abviously a commadily in
short supply In this game The
WD 1Flke was wion by an
Amearican with a foreign car
Kyosho and 4WD was won by a
Japanesa driver using British
eguipmant CAT,

The 1887 IFMARIPARMA aff
Road Waorld Champlonships will
ba remambarad for the
keanness of the compatition
and the extracrdinary emphasis
piaced on winning. Thereis
noining wrong wilh this in a
world championship avent
particularly when iha apirt of
{riendahip arong racers is such
hat the level of enjoymant is
just as high

By a&ll accounts the 1889
champicnships will be in
Austraiia: Ses you there.

Results
2ZWD A Fingl

Bl B ) R e e L5
LK Kondo ... ..Japan
A0 Moore ... . LiG&
4. M. Crreabensen ... LISA
I T R SRy R W L
B. K. Moors ... e, werne LI
7.4 Walsay ... . Usa
A. Masami Hirpsak Japan
AR Cudl
0, E. Mesre ... i e Pt LIGH
FTE: J. Johnsos
AWD & Final

L. Masami Hirpsass ...
2. Kalsuinors Konda ..
3..). Booth :
L LR L L (T
5. Junichd Koma ..o
B Johneos .
T Malaey. s P e el
8. P Stevens ...
B.E Sodarguist .. .
100 Christensen ...

FT0: Miasami Heosaka
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overall result wide open | Kondo took the chequered championship.







