Dfi-.rers from all over the werld gathered
&l Romeey Lo fight for bwo crowns, the
Vio. 2wd - championship and the We 4w
championship, It was to be six days of the
hardest, chosest racing evar, at the end of it
all just two dreivers of the original mwo
hundred and fary could call themsalves
the bast In the world,

Monday, Practice. 2WD

As anyone who has visited the Aomsey cir-
cuit wauld know, the surface is probably
the hardast there is to find grip on, which is
wity it seemed such & goad idea 10 hoeld an
intarnational maeting there sarfier in the
year. This would allow some drivers the
appartinity of testing for the worlds ar s
they thoughf., Howsever, Bill Jongs, (e
gvent organiser had other idaas, he had
tomplataly  changad the tracks surface,
gone was tha red speadwey shala, in its
place was, hard packed sarth with & Fight
dusling of grit. As one American team
membar pit it “There may B just one track
witlh laas bite, on the moaon™!

Prectice doy then was. an aye openar fg
BVErYGne, a5 combinations of suspension
BEMlings, tyras, molors and tampers wana
tried, all it seemed to no avail. By midday
nosong was happy, thers just  wesn't
anadgh grip. Thare wers some waird and
wiondarful eltempts 81 adding, re-distréu-
iy or directing walght 1o the rear yres of
SO CArd, AE this point names are bast keol
aut but carlain cars wara sean with screw-
drivers Taped inside them, batterias zplit
into tewo packs of three and one pack hung
right oot under tha mober, Someons was
avaf Funning & sedecton of ideas, Including
five pound casng inside the chasais, oh well
it takas . all sorts] Ome ihing was cedain
though and that was this was no track for
novices, aven under those dry dusty condl-
tions drivers were showing their skil as
CAFS were jumping from lock o lock and
brying 10 6pin out on the siralghl.

Tuesday, A Breakthrough

Tuasday morning saw the beginning of
timed hoats and 56l the grip problem
axigted, In the public area was the track
8hop, supplind by S.R.M. never have so
many drivers been in the same place 8t ope
temig and adl discussing Just what it wias that
weas needad, by now things cul an the track
had gone from the sublima 18 the ridicul-
ous and the driver of one car had glusd taa
frant tyros io 1he rear wheals ol his car to

—R.R.C. reports from the second 140

588 il that would helpl Then a break.
thraugh occured and it was found that
Eyasho dimpla block saft tyras wara glving
i the grip vou nesded, nice one Option
House. From thare on there was no halding
back and laps and timaes Improved drasti-
cally. By the end of Tuesday's practice
gassion the mist was beginning 1o clear,
sixtedn laps were necdad and the KEyvosha
Littima was showing a claan pair of wheals
to just aboul everything in sight

Thare weare of course one oF o RNCEE-
Tins 1o this, Rory Cull was going very wall
with his AC10 and Eustace Moore with hie
own M.LF. RCT0, Eustace nrost have Boen
the unluckiest man on the track |f there
wias a pile up, he was in i1, not once did he
CAusE it but herwas en the boftem of the ple
evenylima, If he could heve got one clean
run, whi knows, there was one more
round of practice 1o go and everything still
o race for.

Wednesday, The Final Conflict
Wednasday dawned bright and early for
mast, the weather was still dry and sun vy,
the tréck showad no siges of wear and 1ear
bt =till offered linle grip, the final round of
practice 1ook place and the finals wara de-
cidad A finalists were {in no paficular
order] Eustace Moore, Masarmi Hirosaka,
Erig  Moore, Rory  Cull, Jay - Halsay,
Katsunori Kondo, Jamie Booth, Miks
Christangen, Kevin Moore and  Josl
Johnson. These were the drivers who a0
fer hed gone fasier than anyane elss. one
of them would be Waorld Champion by tha
gnd o Che day.

As the finale got wndacway  tension
mounied until the drivers mounied the
rgstruim for the first of the threa heat &
finals. Drivgrs wére given the 1en second
warning and then they were off, the haad-
lang dash to tha first cornar resuliad in the
usual carmags, once mora Eustace Moora
wils on 1he botomhig luck was halding.
Away from tha pile up First, was Jael
Johnson driving his Ulima follawed by
Eris Moora's Ultima and Jamie Bogihs
READ. The similarities betwren thess T
cars are siech that once drivers of this class
gt an edge. it is difficolt o get it back, Hay-
ing said that all three drivers drove a faull-
le=s race and the first & fingl heat Fnished
tha way it began After the heat Rory Cull
wags awarded @ 1en secand penaby far
jumping tha star.
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World Championships— -

Hazt 1

Alames Lapg Tima
1 Joel Jghnson 16 F18.6
2 Kris Moo 15 31808
3Jami= Bogih 15 am.7
4 Mike Chrigtanssr 15 202.36
5 Katsunesi Kondo. 15 208.15
B Rgey Cull 17 F22.8
T Jay Halzay 14 01,63
B Kmnin Moos= 1& 022
8 Eictace Mogrs T4 NI 05

10 Mesami Hirpasks 5 196,85 |

Heat two saw & cdlean 58 and a change
of" phce, sveryohe ssemed to bo foing
slower, which as it turned out they wara,
TH Ot furngd in the magic sis=en lapg of
the first heat Howsesr some axciting rac-
g wias 1h be soen a8 Jemis Booth moved
up through the fisgld ghding 2 toxt book dis-
play ol driving in e always patient
Jamile drive from smeh pate to finish a
gread second. Mike Chriganssnwas pluy-
ays oo far awey though, driving smoothhy
and making no mistaiss be fmished faur
saconds ahead of 3 charging damia Boath.

Haal Z

Mame Lisges Time
1 Mike Christensen . 15 J00.18
2 Jamie Booth is 30378
3 Ealsunor Konda 15 30823
4 Kewin Moorg 15 Jr.7
B Jomd Johnsos 15 3263
G Jay Halsey 15 31513
7 Rary Cull 15 21683
B Eustacs Moore 15 31846
9 Masami Hirosaka 13 I E]

10 Kriz Moorn B ioa 55_.

Heat thres siared and it was =6l any-
body's race, Katsuinors Kondo took an early
lead &nd was flying Berring sccidenis the
race wip his, ‘could he maks that magic
gevantean laps that woold out the Warld
Champions crowm on his head? Maanwhila
the race developed between Masami
Hirosaka, Josl Johnson gdd Eris Mogre,
Aratnnd the four minds madk the race arder
sorted Fzaf o end the US4 knew they
nad & World Champion &2 Josl Johnsan
moved into sacond place bohind Konda,
With each passing lap swvery American
racor chieaded louder 2 the Daia cars from
the LES.A. passed where they stood ymlil
tha five minules were up, e firs1 three
ovar the lme wem Katsunor Kondo, Joal
John=son sand Krig Mogre!
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4WD, the best thras drivars in the world,

Above, the best 2WD
ciess drivers in  the
W L

Right, sl that was mis-
sing was Murray
Walker's commentary,
wall maybe moff

Below, to the victor, the
lrureds. Hirosaks's
C.AT.

Joel Johnson's suparb |

Ultima, could this be

the car to befter the [ = ;

RC107 - [ - - - A :
1 Al smilles pow the hest iz off, Josl Johnson the mew

B 2WD World Champion.



Heat 2

Narre Laps Tirma
1 Kataunorl Kondo. 16 316.58
2 Joel Johnson 15 0.3
3 Ma=ami Hirosaka 1B 304 B3
4 Kris Moora 18 307,75
B Jay Halaeny 15 310,38
B Kevin Maara 16 312.66
7 Eustace Moore 18 214,90
B Rory Cull 15 316,68
8 Mike Christanssn 15 318.7

10 Jamie Booth 1 18 BEE

The final pesiions ware as follows:-

1 Joed Jahnson U.5A, Kyosha
Litima
2 Katsunori Kondo'  Japan Kyosho
Litima
3 Kris Moore LLE.A Kyosho
Ultirma
i Mike Chrigtensan US.A.  MILP.
RC10
5 Jamie Booth LK. RCID
8 Kavin Moore UEA,  RCI0
T Jay Halsay U548, Yokomo
8 Mazamnl Hirgeaka  Jeapan  Kyosho
Uiltima
4 Rory Cull LK, RCd
10 Eugtece Madre W5A  MLP
RC10

The Gorman front whes! drive CA.T. Front
whaa! drive cars are row banned from 2wd
classas, ses aditorial!

If Only We'd Have Dept?

Sothe US4, and Joeol fohnson in partcu-
lar hed won the 2WD World Championship
and won a deserved victory. Mara impor-
tantly tha ralativehy new Ultime and proved
itsedf- an unbreskakie mount and broken
tha |w:|r|'bg hedd dominance of tha |legandary
RC10, What happaned to Jamis we hear
you gsk? Well, tha Romsey curse struck
Jarmie again he was lying second after hig

fira1 bap whan his car broke. Ah well there's
always the dwd 1o ga.

Friday, Practice 4WD

&z o fair parcantags of drivers from tha
2w class were also compeating in the dwd,
the lessons |esrnt ware irvaluable and
[l"-ilﬂ'niW cantrad meanly on Irying 1o find
out i1 the Kyosho Option Holse, dimple
block tyre would suit the dwed cars as wall,
it seomad they did. All ayes ware on the
naw, med engined, bDall driven Eyosho
Dptirma and the thought that everyone had
and no one edmitted, could Eyoaha do ths
doubla?

During tha. momings praclica several
CArs were geen 1o be looking good the new
Yokomo a5 yel unamed, T.AG's Coyotn
promised a fair showing and so did tha
ngw hugen.

Thea Tirst round of haats revealad tha na-
ture of how things wara to be for the nex
ten days, stredghteway sixtesn laps wens
posled, i1 Sesmed as if those who had
raced Fwd had passed the word around
and cars wera flying araund iha slippeny
Ramssy track.

Friday ended with an Inssght into how
things were 1o finish, Katsunor Kondo
and Masami Hirpsaka had both smashad
the track recosd, turning sawveniesn faps
asach, Konda with a six week old prototype
and Hirosaka with a short wheelbasa C.A.T
now there’s a thing!

Saturday, Some Things Just
Don't Change.

Again the sun shone and the waathar
atayed hot and dry, the 1rack was Blﬁ'g'ﬂ'iﬂ 1]
reamarkably good shape considering the
amount of racing that had taken place on i,
all thanks to the hard work of the Romeey
club membears and the amaring track make
up. Racing was agaln fast and furious with
Ef‘ﬂ-ilil"lﬂ kil :D'Hiflﬂ ahiwn by &l drivars,
Sixteen laps were being turned in by driver
aftar driver and then during the first round
of the moming Cliff Lett driving & LW.B
Schumacher CAT joined the saventean lap
club,

In a thrilling heat in which he ked Trom
gtart 10 finish, his lap ttmas weare all zigh-
teen and nineteen seconds, Ghm Peglar
was hot on Cliffs haals and Gary Epyes
driving & maw Yokomo was third.

Found thres, the second round of the
day once agoin saw Hirosaka, this timE
driving a LW B, CAT put in another scorch-
ing seventean laps and braak the track re-
cord again, this time putling in WO seven-
tean gacond laps. Where was the current
Wiarld Champion Gif Los| Jr? He had put in
a high sixteen lap run but ssemad to b un-
happy with his new Yoloma, or at least the
front and, well rurmour hed i that Jr and
Pops had been asssmbling the car on the

Hura e L ivmsims  Spmdlommbe Sherkr =P el _ Menamaiy

Bl iy Ry WP e Tarry Semyc HLA  Trintyy iy LLH L LEA,

dwr 5 Pk Fea Wit Ry S0 SEvea wpras Epmiag L) Bw! dimad®
HTT Ty b |

dmg by LT T [ = Saryn 5 [rea Tmisrna Bad [ PR (15 F8

LFITP TR FEE E b Ergrree Pemir-ieVgen Jarm TR Pdess Eprikn B LLE] dumr
Dorwra

Marrl e T HE L L Ramm il LOLCK] SorraEchar Bai Fal smam

o ke (8] Terig ek Tan LEHTL Eal Eall LU
Lpava .

carar Fowi EaY [T Sawpn 0 [T Forg T AT Fal Fall L

Fafp HIS1E

Sl CAT. Pty SarpaBCA Mo Crauer el Eal Ladd UG

:u;n.suurl. i E D Fa=ra Fa=ra [t Eynids [=T] [E1] MR
Coya

[ Cecazsin hlgEaglapd Tarrympr EFE faEan Ky Dhawices - Dl Bl 1NA
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Eustace Moare, Mr, M.LP, hirmsell holds his
RETO, dwd comversion.

Thght over to the ULK. That may not be
stricily trua but they wera wery now
Yokomo's and when properly developad
will be vary lethal jpdging Dy the way Jay
Halaey and Tony Meisinger wers going.

Fiound four and a charging race by Joal
Johnson put him strasght inte the 1o four
with anather davantesn lapper.

Jamie Booth had by this time taken some
advice from Mike Reedy himsetf, and fited
s CAT with an awesorme thirtesn lum
double wind motor that was mating
brushes at tha alarmiing rata of a new get
avary hapl However, this sasmad 1o do the
trick &5 he tucked his Cats nose under the
wing of Joal’s Optima and he also tarnad In
8 paventasn lappes

The final round of tha doy sow Jay
Halsay push his new Yokomo throwgh the
slxtaen lap barriar inta the seventaens, by
tha end of Saturday six drivers had all put
up-savonieen laps and wers sure of an A
final place:

Sunday, The Best View Is From
The Rostrum
Sunday morning gave ang last chance o
reach the A finals. By 9 o' clock tha
tracksida was packed with spactators and
tha atmosphere was sleciric 88 avery drivar
gave it one lest go and drowe thair bast faca
trying to resch ihe & final, the marnings
racing was terrific with some brifllant dis-
plays by Pele Stavens, Junichi Koma and
Eric Sodaquist all driving naw Optimas.
Mikoe Christensan was the last 1o qualifying
into the A& finad with his M.1P. dwd RCI10.
Once again and with almost boring regu-
larity Hirosaka wrned in another briflant
savaniean lapper,

So the stage was set, all finalg had baen
sorted out and the fop tBen qualifiers wara
ag follows:-

1 Masami Hirosaka Jﬁuan.l._';n'.l'ﬂ [_'_'.l'-'l.T —‘

2 Joed Johnson USA  Dptirme Mid
3 Jay Halzay LISA - New Yokomo
4 Katsunori Konda Japan Optima Mid |

5. Jamia Baath L& LWBCAT
§ Cliff Latt LiSa LWBECAT
7 Peta Sievans UK  Cptima Mid

8 Junichi Koma Japan Dptima Mid
B Eric Sodaquist USA  Dptima Mid
| 10 Mike Christensen USA  RCIOM.IP |
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Onee agaln the slage was sat, the batile
was between len drivers and four manufac-
turers Kyosho, Yokomo, Associated and
Achumachar, who was going to win, which
car would teke the World Championship,
which driver would ba-‘Waorld Champion?

At kast tha finals were underway and the
firgt lag of the A final saw soma amazing
line wechnigwes being semployad, Ernie
Provatti, Mr Trinity himaeslf was using a
small 12 wolt batiery and charger to kesp
Johnsons batteries topped wall up entil the
very last second. LUnbalevably some
drivars wara having duraticn problame or
had this YWorld Championshipe really ax-
posed tha great divide in battery ca pacity?
‘Which brings on lurther Questions, sea tha
editariall

The firgt round was updensay  and
Hirogaka went straight into: the lead from
his pale position, ha was wsing standasrd
5C cells and a mator that was unbelievably
quick, mada by H.P.l. and called the Uno, it
= balieved that they will shortly ba avail-
able in the LLE. lat's hops &0, Jamis Boolh
wias alsa putting In & fyer, by now ha and
Mike Aeedy hed gol it right, Jamie was
happy with his 16 twrn double wind sned pu
in two seventeen laps to finlsh second, Jay
Halsey and Erlc Sodaquist weare having a
rare old battte, eventually Eric Baat Jay into
third place by a narrow margin

‘A" Final 1st Leg 1
Mo Lags Tiree
T Masami Hirosaka 17 F14.63
2-Jamia Booth 16 3013
3 Eric Soderqulst 18 40039
4 Jay Halsay 16 308.49
5 Joal Johnsan 16 A00.81
& Pela Stevens 16 31249
T CIiff Latt 16 321.93
8 katsundori Kondo 15 ZBE.TE
4 Mike Christansan 15 301,43
| 10 Junichi Koma 16 .66

Round e g8 the pace slow alightly as
Jamio- Booth tumed on the magic once
again. Starting from sixth after a firgt band
flasco involving just aboul every car, Jamie
drove a brilllant race, diving insida cars
then out accelerating others 1o finally pass
the Schumscher CAT, ol CIEEF Latt CI#
meade life really difficult shusting the daar
an Jamie &5 ofien ag ha could bt with
Jamig in this form he couldnt hold Rim
biack for lang, sventually Jamie shipped in-
sich CIHf 1o take the second leg. Meamwhils
Hirazaka whao hed baen left with 8 more or
less clear track has slso bran quietly clock-

Both of these photographs show the neatest seratchbuillt car that
was all made up using helicopter tall rotor gears power supplied by the now famous H.P.L Ling motor.

s =

Mo .h'nur eyes aren’t playing tricks, this is
Teking soan to be relessed recaiver!

i up kaps and so hed Kondao,
‘A’ Final 2nd Leg

Aame Laps Tiirie
1 Jamie Booth 18 ab1.41
Z CIil Lagt 18 203,43
I Masami Hirosaka 16 6. 56
4 Joel Johnson 16 30E.5I
5 Jdoy Halaey 18 310.46
B Junichi Koma 16 118
7 Katsunori Kondo 16 317.53
8 Peta S1aveans 16 31768
B Eric Saderquist 15 29613

10 Mika Christensen 10 214,83

Rgund three and agoin @ bed s1ar
around bend one sew Katsunori Kondo
Wy out in front, tha banle fer second placa
was between Hirosaka, Cliff Lett and Jamie
Booth. Hirosaka took the clever way out and
went for a clean drive, lsaving Jamio and
Cliff to battle it cut ence more, this times
Chff kept some distesce betwaen himself
and Jamle and drove 8 grest race concen-
trating all the way, Jamis tried but jusi
couldn't catch CHI eventually round thres
saww the finlsh Kondo, Latt, Booth.

A’ Final 3rd Log

fame Laps Tima
1 Katsunorl Konda 17 318.88
2 CIHf Latt 16 &01.93
3 Masami Hirosaka 16 B4, 75
4 Jamie Booth 16 310,73
B dunichl Koma 16 310.93
&.boel Johnson 16 116,63
7 Peto Stevans 16 321
8 Jay Haksay 5 o4 033
9 Mike Christonsen 4 BE 45

10 Eric Soderquist (1] i

This gave the dwd Worid Ehampi-:unsh;
criiwn to Masami Hirosaka of Japan,

Eatsunon Kondo also of Jepan was second
and Jamig Booth UK. was third.

All Over Bar The Shouting
So where do we start to sum up, liest eon-
pratulations ara fn order 1o Kalsunori
Kondg and hiz team for @ monvallous vic-
tory, Cecil Schumacher and his team ryust
sl=o be includad, now thay can eay with ab-
solute carfalnty, whal sorme of us knew all
along, that they do manufacture the
number one car in the world! Kysaho are
dofinately on a winnar with their new mid
anginad, beft driven Optima afier ondy gix
weeks profotype racing to get five in the &
Final |s remerkable, Yokomos as  yet
unamed dwd car will also prove itssll bet-
tes than tha dogfightar! ¥es betier just give
it a littha time.

Thara we hawve it until next time, the
vanue will be Hong Kong or Australia, let's
hope wa can cover That one toa.

Cars Taking Pari 4WD |
Optima 34
Yokamo 1§
Cat 34
Coyols Tag 4
|'MiIFRC1D 3
'PBE T
Mugen 2
AYEK I
Othars (seratch or converslons! 4

Winners of Other Finals
4WD

Marco de Marchi — B
Steve Haynes —
Nino Athanaskouy — D
Klaus Wilhgm — E
Andrew Balton — F
Kris Moorg — 3
Slephan Obarle — H
Grag Colling — |
Rokeart Smith — J
Mark Luney — K

< Spongia — L

L

Umberto Penlca — B
Mika Giam — C
Staphan Kaska — D
Elgus Wilhalm — E
Petar Liu — F

Mall Stringfellow — &
Tany Neisinger — H
Tony Rossetti — |
Mark Ferguson — J
Keith Young — K

Meryn Bome — |

competed, bascially an Ultima, the power take off from rear o :I‘m:
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Kyosho's secret weapon the new mid snglned, belt driven
Optima,

Ernie
Provett! and
hig charging

| Above, Jamie takes o drink, the othar
two go bathing,

Right, Ken MeDowell the event sponser [l
#ind Parma boss. ko

lnside the pit tant everyone was busy, and so many languages ail
being spoken at onca,
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Pops and Jr. Losi, they fought hard and wall with such
8w CArs,

Dallss from Sweden proved to be “the
man” &5 far a5 body art was concerned.

Ron Rossatti turnmed
the volume up an
these trousars,

_— = = =i

Optima on the lne,




