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From LAS VEGAS

Tony Neisinger, twice World Champion.

Neisinger retains his World
Championship despite & o~ 1 P
strong British challenge, —— NP | G L S

Below, Japahesa Kyosho car driven by the young Junichi Koma.

Report by ANDY DOBSON.

Right, the British Team L. to R. Andy s ! | o ” N i . b : N
Dobson, Tim Walden (Team Manager), Tim L & R 1 o - il - B ) = o ). W
Dakin, Mat Ford and Phil Davies. & m ok %

Centre right, this beautifully made car
which had independent front suspension
and an ingenious rear damping system,
was part of the OCT Team.
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Fish eye view of the circuit.
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Mike Toby

l his was the third 42 scale IFMAR world

championships, once again sponsored
by Sanyo. This time there was no standard
" class, just six days of fast, modified racing.

This year it was U.S.A.’s turn to host the
meeting again, which involved a trip to Las
Vegas and the Tropicana Hotel, one of the
biggest in Vegas. The worst part of the trip,
without a doubt, was the 13 hours spent in
the air, which meant that by the time Phil
Davies and | had arrived at the hotel, and
finally climbed into our respective beds we
had been awake for nearly 25 hours.

The most amazing thing on arrival at Las
Vegas happens as soon as you leave the
aircraft, it's like walking behind a jet engine,
or a big hot air gun, the heat just hits you

(Mr CRP) Left and Gary Kyes from fhe ﬁanch Pit Shop

threw the caterers into disarray when they rearranged the menu
board!

New modified motor very nicely made using alloy end bell from
“Big” Jim Greenmeyer of Team Check Point.

{

problems.

and it's like that all the time, which is not
surprising considering Las Vegas is in the
middle of the Nevada Desert.

Back at the hotel, the track had been laid
out in one of the hotel’s massive rooms on
the ground floor, the carpet had been laid
in the usual way and was fairly flat. The
track itself was marked out with 3 x 6in.
pieces of timber, nailed to the floor, and
plastic tubing. It was one of the largest
tracks I've ever seen, the rostrum was only
five feet tall and really should have been
twice the size, as you could only see the
roll over mast of your car when it was on the
far side of the circuit, and close to the track
marker. There was plenty of pit space with
ample mains supply, although of course it
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The pits in the background with the drivers rostrum on the left.
Note the hairpin at the end on the straight which caused so many

Eustace Moore (Mr M.I.P) keeping up date
with R.R.C.

Mike Lavacot receiving support and encoufagement from Gene
Hustings who worked untiringly around the Associated pits.

was 110-volts which meant buying new
charging equipment. There was an AMB au-
tomatic lap counting system in operation
with the loop running over the track. This
system was loaned to the race organisers
by Bolink who import the AMB equipment
into the United States. Another good idea
was the score board which was linked to
the counting system, constantly showing
the top three cars in each race and race
duration, this made following a race very
easy for spectators.

Everything started on Monday with regis-
tration, followed by a strict radio check to
make sure radios were all giving a nice
clean signal, and the correct number of cells
were being used. Open practice was then
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The two motor men Mike Reedy and

Trinity’s Ernie Provetti enjoying some of

the camarderie that exists in R/C car racing.

- &

Junichi Koma from the Japanese tea en-
joys a moment to relax.

allowed until 9.00 at night, which for a
change was not too bad.

Tuesday, and controlled practice started
at 8.00 in the morning. Practice was held in
your heat, there were 15 heats altogether
with eight cars in each, which didn't seem
too bad at the time. All heats had been
graded and split into two groups, A and B,
or heat 1 to 8 and 9 to 15. Heats 7 and 8,
14 and 15 being the top four without a
doubt. By this time the grip had really
started to come up, and keeping the car on
four wheels was becoming a problem, the
carpet had also started moulting with the
result that, at the end of a race the car’s
bearings had almost seized, this made sure

if a strip down after every run. Controlled

' Note hdw Ady obon has “hardwired”

e

his steering servo for increased reliability.

The Aussie Team L to R: Jonathon Borthwi

practice finished at 6.00pm, open practice
continued until 9.00pm.

Wednesday, 8.00am saw the start of qual-
ifying, heats 1 to 8 being run in the morning
with 9 to 15 following in the afternoon. Al-
though only eight cars were in each race,
the hairpin at the end of the starting straight
was causing real problems at every start.
At the end of the day it was clear to see that
29 laps would be needed to make the world
final. This is how the top ten stood after the
first day’s qualifying.

1 Tony Neisinger 29:8:13.8
2 Bob Light 29:8:15:9
3 Mike Lavacot 29:8:118 7
4 Christian Keil 29:8:20.0
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Team Bolink caught during a brief period of relaxation.

Bob Light who finished sixth drivig a
T.R.C. Pro 12.

s

k (he also writes for the Australian mag
Airborne) Craig Bowring and Barry Corfe, All drove Associated cars.

5 Andy Dobson 29:8:20.4
6 Jerry Case 29:8:20:7
7 Joel Johnson 29:8:23.6
8 Masawi Hiorosaka 29:8:25.8
9 Ralph Burch 28:8:00.2
10 Kent Clausen 28:8:01.2

Thursday saw another three rounds of
qualifying starting again at 8.00am with
group B first followed by group A in the
afternoon, times started to get quicker and
quicker, although a clean start through the
first hairpin was still the main problem.
With everyone on 29 laps, it was the time
of your last lap after eight minutes that
counted, if you dumped badly your time
would be too slow for the final.

a hard man to beat.

1 Mike Lavacot 29 8.06.6
2 Bud Bartos 29 8.08.6
3 Christian Keil 29 8.12.2
4 Tony Neisinger 29 8.13.8
5 Kent Clausen 29 8.14.3
6 Jose Rosas 29 8.14.7
7 Bob Light 29 8.15.9
8 Hiroyuki Matsumoto 29 8.16.5
9 Masawi Hiorosaka 29 8.16.6
10 Andy. Dobson 29 8.20.4

Friday was the day, a last chance to qual-
ify with three rounds of heats this time run
straight through 1-15. The atmosphere was
amazing and the pressure was really on
with drivers going quicker with every run.
After the first round there were no Brits in

Placed second Joel Johnson proved o b

Top placed Schumacher car driven by Andy Dobson;

w

the final, but the second round saw me turn
29-8.09.1 to jump into fourth spot, this still
left Phil Davies in fourteenth, Mat Ford in
sixteenth and Tim Dakin twenty seventh.
The last round was amazing and the high-
light of the week's racing, with drivers hav-
ing the race of a lifetime, trying to qualify.
Phil Davies in heat 14 final got it all together
despite a not quite perfect start, turning the
quickest lap time of the week and at eight
minutes was still going like a train, turning
29-8.01.1 to take top spot, quite an amazing
drive!

So on the last heat, which saw Tony

Neisinger get a perfect start and storm away
to drive another great race to turn a time
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Andy Dobson and Phil Davies working flat out looking for that little

extra duration.

A Delta car with three dampers fitted to
the back end.

Bud Bartos finihe 10th he now raes
under the TRC banner as an independent
entry.

of 29 8.00.7, just pipping Phil Davies by half
a second. So that was it the final was de-
cided and looked something like this.

1 Tony Neisinger, USA 29 8.00.7
2 Phil Davies, Eng 29 8.01.1
3 Joel Johnson, USA 29 8.06.5
4 Mike Lavacot, USA 29 8.06.6
5 Bud Bartos, USA 29 8.08.6
6 Andy Dobson , G.B. 29 8.09.1
7 Jose Rosas, Fra 29 8.09.9
8 Dave Hechler, USA 29 8115
9 Christian Keil, Ger 2981122
10 Bob Light, USA 29 8.112.2

Saturday saw one round of controlled
practice, run in final’s format. The A final
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Below, above, left and right: The new
Associated RC 12L really did handle well.
Many drivers didn’t even have their car
until the race as the factory has been really
hard pressed. The centre post design works
well and provides a degree of damping,
nice alloy motor mount provides both rigid-
ity and acts as a heat sink. Note the R.P.S.
Team Losi fine pitch gears that were widely
used. Saddle mounted cells seems to be

the way most cars are going.

S

would be run three times, the best two
scores were to count. The remaining finals
would be run twice with the best score to
count.

The first Brit on was Tim Dakin who drove
really well to finish seventh in the D final.
Young Mat Ford was next, driving another
great race to finish third in the B final with
an overall place of thirteenth in the world.
The first A main was the worst race of the
week with some very untidy racing, the two
referees watching were not-much use. Joel
Johnson got the start and led all the way
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At the end of the meeting, the banquet gave an opportunity for drivers from many countries
to get together, here the Americans hosted Australians, and the
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The ten fastest iz drivers in the world, at th

to the finish, with Christian Kiel second,
Mike Lavacot third and Andy Dobson, that's
me, the only drivers on 29 laps. The second
final was a much better race with Lavacot
getting away chased hard by Neisinger and
yours truly, after five minutes | passed
Neisinger then Lavacot to lead all the way
home, result Dobson, Neisinger, Lavacot,
Johnson and Hechler in fifth. So going into
the last race any one of four drivers were
favourite, Johnson, Dobson, Lavacot and
Neisinger. It was all about the start, and
Neisinger got it chased hard by Phil Davies
which is the way it finished, Lavacot was
third, Bob Light fourth and Joel Johnson
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e start of the final

\~§e\\\‘

Danish.

fifth. | finished in seventh.

It was goir.g to be close on times but in
the end Tony Neisinger had done enough,
again, Joel Johnson was second, third
turned outto be areally close thing between
Mike Lavacot and myself, having to go to
our third time to decide things. Mike's was
better so that was that.

The racing had set new, higher levels but
the organisation at times was very poor for
such an event and result sheets were very
hard to come by. It was only due to Mike
Reedy, who wrote all the results by hand
on Saturday night that we had any at all,
so many many thanks to Mike.



