ek and dusi will provide
the most asting mamories
R-for British drivers at fhis
year's European championships
lor 1/10th scale iggies hald in
Bolognn, faly. Also the fagt that
In 1BES. Bodkh British 1/12Eh and
1/10th scale aleciric ear drivars
have o5t oul 16 tough Eurapaan
oppagition lorthe first firme.
Alterihis vear's event tho 1985
Eurd's al Halifax can be viewed
in |t5 propar conlexl Europeans
wara (ew in numbar and those
who ware prasant can only have
been amazed &l the condilions
we are prepantd 10 race undar.
Litla surprisa then 1hat |:|r'|I'r one
European drivet could find his
way 1o the final thraough tha mud
and racmat Halliax:
Furtharmare, success al the
Franch and Austrian GF s by
Peta Sievens and Richard
isherwood earfier this yaar can
only have fuelbed the notlon that
in Evropean Bugny raging terms
wea Brils are norterg ung., Closer
examination ol those results
zhould have shown thal success
in Eurgpa s nol e simpie and
requires a differant approach
Tha advent of the Kposho
"::'I:l'ill"l'-i' hag pedven Dayong- gl
doehl -thal fourswheal drive s
the way ahesd in maor coms
patition. Team Parma LK, led by
Mes=srs Stevans and [shersood

16

have shown 1hat the 'Optima’ is
more thasn a match for the omns-
pragent Assooraled "RC1D o
by at homa but alss abrosd
The Britigh Grand Prix rasuly for
Jay Haliey and Azsocisied can
discpented from the eguation
cnly  sesving 10 bolster he
illusion that ZWD i still com-
patitive and wltimabely diluting
dur challenge in Ity

Mowhers was ihis lact so
abvious 1han in HC-'IZII':‘II'II:I. Whara
amesdzt the heat and dost 4WD
cars all bul: dominaled the
FrocRelings

IT wons 1aKe & fook al 4 map of
Waly youir will find Bologna slap
ang In the middle of Iha
ﬂﬂ-l‘l:l‘s-&rﬂ ‘Kade just south- of
Venica and equidistant from tha
East and: Wesl coashs | tha
middle of nowhara Dasically
The Euro's wesa originally o ba
hald Turther south 0 hl:lpIE: but
Ihe organisers thare inslsied on
rnning 1| rade: o INair own
Flaa

The 1B strong British confins
gent found tha golng - bawgh
slralght away firslly with 1ho
hreal |1I:|4l3§l. thg - currancy
{thousands of lire gre neaded ar
an ice cream} and Ehen the
fanguage. Everyona has heard
thepoka that EﬂgHBhn'IEI"I abroad
I'Ii.ﬂl‘i:ll'." themselves iendarstood by
talking - lowdiy  In - ridiculous

acCanis; wall ils trus

The track ilsedl was siluated in
& suburb of Bologna at'a smaill
Spors cantra  surraunded by
high-riga block of fiats. To give
Yol an - eiea of thie dilferanca
betwaan a [ypical Europman
circuitl  and gur own home
E'J':?-|-|'|'|F'|'1|-'F compans the canlna
coarrt at Wimledon with the alay
sUMECe 8f Parig and you have
soma [dea. Bologna was so; hard
packed girt, dust and a wids,
ppen ghaps provided fflls griﬂ
and even - less enjoyment o
drive. To ba fair thres sides ol
the square had & bars 'EG'!E'riﬂg
of grass bof tho real challengs
lay m tha mfiglg whers smaooin,
Husty cormars tetted Srpwss kil
to-1he limil trying 19 Keep cars
Irom Epennang oul Lniad Dower.

Practice

In facl practice made the
silualion worse as the paEssaps
of cars began to srods ths recing
lng. There really was na nesd
[I_'IE shapd of the circult was so
simple that Oriy B Tow rums werse
neaded 10 88l up the car

Finding ‘the right motor
baiteryfyres  combination wes
more difficull parficelary for the
WD cars. For fhem nothing
worked! Az the weskend wore

on Iyres began 10 play a critical
parl m.the pursdil of fast lap
bmes, Thedry was thrown outb ol
tha window in fevour of trving
eyarylning thet was available,
Supershol’ fronl and rear tyres
fdund the most favour across the
borrd” and’ a Black  markat
gulcxly BUill up for new and
usad el Many drivers ballaved
Ihat new tyres for each run wara
the ondy way 10 go, others that
partially  used (bedded n)
rubber gave belter resuifs Fof
mizst it didn't e matbar of 104; Thait
Cars gide’l handla anywsy.

Teams

Dipspita 1he fact thal drivers
2 COm Htlﬂg For hair l'.'l!lul'llrjl'
the European championship is
08 an individuals conlest. Al
tnis kved of compalition many of
the diteors are segnad jodrivafor
& manufaciurar. This is all wory
mice unlil & driver finds that his
REOMEOS S  aguipmant  cannol
coamipete With Dmisons sises

The Brilish taam was a casa n
paint, Crvae hail of tha 18 Elrt!l'lg
team were sponsared drvers
The Parma drivers Pele Slevens,
Richard laharawood and Mino
Alhanasson hesded tha Botish
challenge having won in Europea
bt |c theis Seasan. Their 'Optima’
cars feature the by now standard
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| Despite having the best equipment

money cannot buy British drivers

. found the going tough in ltaly for the

1/10th scale Buggy European

championships. Lewis Eckett was there

sugpension modilication u&ing
Arsocipled dampers mounbad
on now shock towers. Contin-
enial "Ohplima’ owners have not
been skow on tha upiake and
cogdes of the FPafma gal up
aboufided in the pits.

Parma  powser in 1ha mator
department Tound The [eam
using some very hot winds 1o got
ha laps Thasa were |ess than
forthcoming and Parma found
Mamsaivas ‘5-1-":_-ﬂ=|il"lg agains:
| the Halians in- partioolar. Heal

was the anamy for both molors
and MWi-Cads not helped by
pitting  oulside under gardan
umbrellas; It was soon obwious
why the fasier italians preferrad
I3 pit in the relative cool of tha
adjacen] sports hall, Tamer
winds wara  callet “Par with

diguitg winds assupposediothe
triple and guad winds used
e lore

The LK DemonAsseciated
ieam minus 4WD found the
gaing towvgh despite having the
besi of Resdy power 10 choose
from. Howewer Jamie Baath ang
oD, had ome ace in tha hole
which for reasons best known Lo
themeelves thay decided not 1o
uge. Euztace Moora ol MIP in the
slales has enginsersd a conwer-
sion lor the ‘RC10 to give all-
winael drive.

Associgfed themselves don’
think i = the lalal anawer but gre
preparad to giee'it their blessing
if it wins races. A complele car
weis shibpaped oul Lo pui Jdamie an
d tirmes loofing against the 4WD
opposition. Jamka frisd it and
prompily thirew i back inta It
bax ci=éming  that it waf no
different to hes own car. THhis was
Aok SUrpris ] SifceE the 1orgqua
limiting clutch that ' regulates
drivag to tha froml whesls was
loage and the c&f had bean in
WD &l along

Main picture: the exirasmely

nima grid! sdard
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H'Jﬂl:l-"!' eved faslansd on he
AW feacst an oller and Drarron
Harris was almost tempted 1o
partake when Bill Jones allered
his spare Supercharge Models
‘Hotshot " A test driva pro g e
point and Darron . was hooked
unill he rememberad. the Fifh
Commandment “Thou shalt ol
covel thy neighbour's car evan i
il I8 going bettar than yours.”
Instead the M2 was Tetched out
of tha box and raced in one heal
whilsi Btick Langrigge, Lhe LIK
imparier {or the kit ooked oA
The car want wall and couold
nave gonae Belter | Darron
hadn't decided to disconnact the
chain from the front wheels and
make it 2W 0 again Why T Fdon’t
Know wivyl

Bath Bill Jones' and Wayna

Diavis® wastly modified examplas
of the Tamiya 'Hotshat per-
lormed well showing that there
5 stll room at the top for
individual enferprisa. Tha
varigus bits and places that they
have manufactuced for ratadl
sale found an  enihusiastic
markel. 1t sepms that whea it
comes to 5alling bis and picces
for model cars British
ghopkerpers are gecand to
nong ontinental racers.
starved of optional axiras and
even basic spares wese happy to
pay through the nose for any bits
and . pieces  available. Tyres;
mators, cells glc, weare beifer
than  travellers  cheguees  and
independant of [talian exChange
il

Whathar It 18 palriotism, bling
ral_-.r_1 af just plain stupldity the
British drivers wers comvinged
that thay weare going 1o win
Falking in funny accents was
DR way o1 showing thal we weara
an 1op. Swedish cl?ml imparson-
BUIGHNE Woare g must until oo of
tem mada 11 knowi thal fhe

¢ lspe chrowit sifvatad @ 8 laaly suburk of Bodogna
From the top right: Jors Aosas fcandra) calabrares with his Drastio Competidion
daam males whist Umberfo Famics (far righl] lnoks for more champagne. Naxr,
e impres s Irray of Irdpiees, Mart- Sarmice’s TD m‘r_\n.ng '|-_"|'-'r';""‘\’ "NETE e




ol Darig Bliar

Muppet Show s very popular in
Sweadan,

If the Brish team weare con-
vinced of wviclory the French
team  had othar ideas. Thair
strengin lay in the undispuiad
driving talenls ol José Bosas
wnd Jean Michells Fraissa who
arg- bash  Internatiomal 1/12th
scala drivare of nole. - Jerome
Marsac of Drastic Caompatition,
the Fremch Kyosho |mpories,
plainly Enows I'.‘|IJ3.|i[:|I' when ha
gees it and signed the pair up to
driwe “Opltimas’ In Bologna. I
you can maka the Ninal of lhe
1/12th scale Eura-Champs than
chances are buggy racsng will
coma  quite naturally, the
lechnalogy is similar = all you
have to do |5 throw racing
atiquetia oul o the window.
Along with Piearre Carval and
Cienes Blandin the Franch wouwld
provide firm resistance to all.
Lriving for Drastic Compelition
allowed them free choice of the
latest Kyosho 'Oplion House
pepdlen, New and  impgroved
fampers, block  paltern rear
Iyres and rear motor guand all
lgatured on thair "i:ll.ll.il'l'lﬂ.'
Drasnic's awn motors and celis
werg more than a8 match Tog

L anything efse pregant.

Lalt: Joad Rozas ehoweo rhal French fair mamoed 10 & esim seltogicel approach can wi rases. Toa (el and
Acroas: Umberio Pomnize of faly T and second
Micheide Fraiess atig of France. BOT Jones Fiphent

wing for Dvastic Campantian, Jes

placel St i Gth placs

The  Italan  contingant. was
=|:l1!||1 betwean those driving the
AWD TAG Maodels ‘Coyote” and
the ‘Dptima’ drivars whi had
morg 58nsa. Since iE releaso
under tha auspices of 55 Racing
the TAG 'Coyote’ has been
Improved mainly in an -Et[Em[.‘-l 1y
maka it more rdiable. 1t cerainky
s & much beller car bl still
cannot  coempete - against the
fyosho sleamrolier {mind you,
neilher can anything alze).
Marce da Marchi had forsaken
his long standing relationship
with .‘1.&‘5|:|-:.i.'rrrh::;-'I tn  pariner
Umberin Parnice with 1he
yawn) Optima’ These bwo weare
the Taslest lHalians on the track
causing much discussion about
what motors they were using
Theair ‘Mustang’ motors are a
praduct of the lbalians’ angwes Lo
Mike Aaedy. Tha name Milanesi
was being mentioned but
actually finding the man was
marg difficull, Parhapgs he was
quila contant o lel tha resalts
apeak for themsehves: FTD plus
sacond and thind places Kesps
the conversation going.

The' rest ol Europs's  finest
look @ back spal eHhoGgh he
|_3ﬂr:|'l"'-'||'|$ came closeal, But ius!
like thair mational football taam

Tha EFRA fyale® 307 i ardvyon g Irom qualilying dnfa linava T oo T mad g lrasgiad ier e e froal,
rurt aver thres Tege Sfarting at dne baktom af thé Hnafs Usr ihe siv fasfost can move wo. mio the el 5
abowe and compets 1o Eae whicl St Orlears move ap et el @ts Thagretically & drivde can Move 1o
freser Rha wary: botiom: final 1o 10 Top o e fnished /0 the 100 trea of avary al sof
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L
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178 Finals
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T!.." =5 gy porTET
miegizace &0

Dpehimresn poder

thioy CookSeT compale #oains
Latin flads wses e chips were
GO

i all ot
Ky o8

YORI e By
Tom  magrs
Bill - Jores Jamia Booth

erght out of tha fan finalests
pretermed Detima”™ Mr, K, has

i macgbut for how
&0 Neve gol bo
afmEwer  soon if
f - Hma for next
-\.-"-5-‘T'I:-il:l['|5|"li|:|5.
uflers in low
s not bacausa

of ek of orip Dol Decalse &
AWD car fas moee wihhen it
comas to The erunch — llieralty,
RGO dr Bologna were
consiantly smsra that it was
ik’ o dEsouls comers. since
e e ole £W D cars coulkd
arive straighi through regard-
g5 If ine powesrs that be decide
1, fodm 5 classes. fof
WD and £% vert it is not
Caaticg 1ma

baCaute it

mannaned. g

with ' murnger. in thes respact
driveng siandards in Boiogna

SR Thelack of an
lersa was foliceabie.

affactiver

Drmvgrs’ names phicoer

ar Bk

Qualifying

The Tirst round of heats was
held late on Friday atter official
timad  practice.  Fof many thie
sullocaling heat prohibited
moepmant Bk alone tive minutes
af Intenzs concentration on an
uncovarad drivars' rostrem
Lack of sigep ks slso bad for the
concantration and the aifects of
late mights was evident, Many of
the visiting drivers had accepied
the offar of lree aceammodation
in- & hope converted  manson
alop’ the hill overflooking
Bolggna. Although a fair way
from the track fhe hostel wes
convenienfy sited just down ihe
raad from tha hotiest nighlclueb
I fown. Thelure o wine, women
and. song attracied mamy. |t
dignt makter ihat the girls werm
all good calhilics or that the
drinks were watared down the
saund of disco Mugse was better
than listening to the  high
pitchad whine of Farma
maedified’s al wo o'elack in the
marning. The scamnd of Parme
madifisds at four o'clock Inthe
marning |5 even worssl

In tha pite the Sen was furning
srow white English skin lobster
red — the only protection; find

Tha finads chart bodow ahows how drivers move up Irat preceding farads rhaht U tobhe A-faal
ot Dol lype aro tha mewdes. Vo deiver qualified for e A - e frovs the T4 fnal

chard dsterwood, Top UK Parma drver meedifales bofare e figal, Mareo g Marahigf laly geifoheg
fo da Kposhe. Plewie Carvad, snathar Drashic resuif lrom France. Pale Shevans fned o fng the
Sl el Anly manage niale place, Jainig Baod Takimg o fa tha Mmil to gt i AEI° nfo tha Jined

tha naarast bar and stay put
The first roundof heats yndar-
linad the 4W0 advantage. Wilh
only &ix ¢ars in each heat 11 was
possible 1o circeElaie ground the
track without ever mesating an-
othes car. Gelling away qusckly
trom 1he star was all imparian
&= 1ma sharp lell-hander onto thie
sfraight lay only ten vards away.
Madiogrity Tl sway inthea eay
heats as evensone waited for the
faster bays 1o bagin. The frst 13
lap: tima of the day, =ei by
Fralssa, cavsed a rippla of
nleres] around tha pits but this
was nothing compared to the
tidal wave o1 asionighment at the
result of heal 13 Unlucky for
garme but certainly not lor Jamis
Booth who clipped a  milli-
segond oll the Franchman's limie
to sel the then FTD 8t 13 lags
532 Thetime was a testamend
to JJamies immensa skill a5 the
car whipped round the frack,
front wheels constantiy
opposibe lacking 1o kesp in &
gtraight lime On tha limdt siuf
such &s 1his was ihrilling
1o walch. Tony Wells
corld anly | manags
11 lapsin tho
same heat

Hap rera Slevmex
=] Frulung
Pofersan Conval
Eillw ‘Whihide
e i LIt T
Lisweald il Bechiar
Prdwirsxy Viplp
E:-"“f-l".'l'“ Liewal e
Nt W .
Ward Podratnaky 5;'_’:5"'

12 Finply Sami Fingl 5‘:_:;“
1
Fritiia
Inherscod
Harnaon Raswin Corenl
Tals Dl Edpnain
Spongia Risth
Bgril Andalom
Paceraem Y [y —— P
Ol clim Tadnre gl
Harig Battezol
Cedim
Hanmenn
mmiih
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Dafow: TABS Eurc-clramn Mall WWarg
Showao - delgentmalian - in oriving
fegwan Mhaa 178 Nine to tho sames. Ned
e responded [0 Sigapyag resd 1o
e frack o g&d Mol prachce m




} £
S R T

T

Lett: Pate Shavans' ‘Charima’ dg
Jampars, mew shook Moo s ard Supershod |
maks iR diferanc iR

Rigit Bl Jongs Soperc
sparfireg & hodt of competiiion FBCITAD EXIEL

ADOWE citde raning aoliod G lhe wide, Shimee:
Cornes ioungd o ARsosisied cers coming o |;|r|u¥I
Right:Pote Staeang” Optima,” Farms pamsded baf
=i ol itve ace

clozs Assopiatad

T MaaEi Hodshp!

Car Mofar Eaend [¥21} ] Rudie
- Ruar tyres Fren| bjres
J.‘Rosas Dalima Kyaaha (5] Dratic SEned K
r yosho Supaiskat
p 205 FET Samyn fncks
L1 Pernice E\:-Iirna_i Miistang Kb Safyn Multgtes Sepershod Supanihal
[ Blanidis Cedima Musang G5 Birastie Fuitasa Kyesha Eunmsr;:r 5
i1 FET e T fock
d. M, Fraisee’ Dplima Drastic MNovak Cuasing KO Kyashn Sliparshal
_ . FET Sanyp bincis
B Jomex Supercharge SR Demom Farma F 1
i it B i e;rlgha Supershat  Supershot
R iE%arwood  (ptima Pama Lazer Farma Falaka Superskal Supershot |
FET Saya TELGX
M. da Marchi Optima Mizslamg Kl Sanya Mulliplex Superanot Sugershot
P. Corval fiptiss Drastic L& Draflic Sanwa Kyitha
: K5k
300 RS FET Sanyg II'I:I:-I:J-: R
P, Slpegns”  Ophima Farma Lazer Faima Futaba Sapershnl Bupershat
L FET Sanya: JEGK
J. flnath ACD Feedy Bemon Demon Futaha Flaytron Supershas
Pro-King Sanyn Hock

Howeaver wilh o more bl
o come TO was still up for
Frahs. Rosas and Pamkca nesar
at thalr parsonal race slow Lham
up any and the resclt was the
pair-of them want into first and
second spot respectively
releglgling Boath 1o thirg

In European compatitions it is
unwise 1o lat racing prevend
pood lap times. The purpose of
gunlifying  is to - achieve the
highest place possibla in he
knockodd  linals systerms Tha
highar the placing the less work
rpaded to-gel fo the final. Baat ol
all the festest lour drivers go
straighl through missing tha
lotiery of & sami-final g het

Noi. until pound three did the
poEitions of the top four change.
Bill ' Jones had: besn anlng.rj%
quick starls and clear iracks a
this fime fook advantage of it ko

P

|leag into second SFH:!L His 1bme
of threa laps 5,12 4 even beat the
best Fosas, Freisse and de
Marchi had 1o affer and was onl
2 seoond skower than the T
tima,

Umbarto Parnics put the Timal
touches 1o qualifying in rownd
four by ﬂBE‘II"ﬂ'ﬁ'lﬂg his  own
‘lasha;l; tima by T saconds. Bl
ramained in sacond to carry the
Limion Jack for Britain. Just out-
gide Lhe top [Bur Pele Steavens’
last round EHms was nof engasgh.
Waynea Davis also broka inko tha
lop len bl would have (6 lake
his chanoes in the semi's along
with Jamis' Booth, Rlchard
lghanyosd and Tﬂ'il'l'p' Wialis,

Finals

The tabde shows the move-
mant of the drivers ihrough ihe

syelem of knockoul Tinats. Onl
particular node was the progress
of the 1585 Eurgchamp Neil
Ward who with grifty drives in
1he 178 and 174 finals made it into
tha somis. Britlish spactators
Werg given their money’s worlh
of excitemant as Nedl wabbled
Batween: wviciony and feilure.
Feler 3mith alsd showed thal
British drivers can mixitwiti tha
ast of tham and drove smoothly
fram tha 148 1o 1hs Bemi. Hewas
joined by lan Oddie who des-
played remarkable control of kis
‘RCAD' aiong the way

With eighl drivers in thesemi's
things- locked good for us bul
1hare was sHll & o8 ol work {o.do.
Wayne Davis had io be the most
unfortumsate of all. Fresh from an
owarmight sigy in hiospital altera
nose blsad ihal refused to stop
iz sami final chaflengs tadad

wilien he shed B drive shiafl whilst
in-the fead, Pelle Stevens kapt
cool despite tha heat and want
thraugh smoathly. Jamis Booth
achigvad the unprecedanted by
driving the nnlyﬁ“’ﬂnarlnlﬂ'lhu
tinal with yel anothar 15 lap time

Jerome  Marsac of | Drashic
Compediton watched Toer of iz
team  drivers “qualify and. hat
ziong with Richard lsherwosod
:!'lal::va i1 eaght 'Oplimas® in the
fina

F‘. I

This was 1o Da run over three
legs end the Tirst wenl frus o
form. Rosas moved up & gear
and establishad himself as tha
favourite by pesilioning himsak
at the front and staying tanisl-
isingly clear o the chasing
group. This resambded @ small
gust cloud and inihe middlevwas
RAichard |sherwood's car figh[—
ing  Tor Evedy Gormer agminsg
Pernice, Fraksse and Biandin
With - so many ‘Oplimas’ on- tha
track it was dilticrll 1o tall who
wasE who. F"ql::r Stevens ended up
kast after irying fo drive sameons
BliFE 5 Car & stadling drive gaw
him achiove eighth. Jamis Booth
was puneshed ssnaly  [or his
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Bealcw righf: TAG Models 'Cayoda " faly s arawer [0 the Doatvioa
rax boar rescrked jcoenbhencarslabaiy - ey shou'd have madpir
e kad b, A bove g MU corredrTed fapv-whoel gdnve Sssocialed
avanT 2lay Mk g e ideg w0 the hands of Darron Marris. Hight!
Ty Wealld reflects on what migid feve been Bolow: palcféag iha
frales (m fhe frack with water and clay,

impudance, Every time e pula
wheel lirsl &l the corner hewas
punbed off imo the Boards

Final number twa Tound Bill
Joneas  ino the desd  Bill dis-
Appeaned inkts the distance and
wESHILIn the lead dive minudes
later, Omdy just as Fosas realed
in the leader with only secands
o sparg, Bill crosted 1ha line &
soant (wo sacands in front fo
make. him our anly chance of &
British winner. Fosas howaver
iookad like winnming with only
Iwao finals gona

The third final produced gn-
glhar different winner, Dedis
Blandin but by now it was clear
1o all thal Rogas despite tha ot-
coma of 1he last &g 'wastha 1536
Eurapaan Champion

Results

1..). Aceas F 26 10267
2. U. Pemice 1 26 10,358
2. D, Blardin F 2B 1002
&0 M. Fraiges F 26 10498
B Janes (] 251013 R
& R Isherecod G 35100150
T. M. On Mareh 25 10233
& P Carve L o i [ 2o |
9, P Slevana GE 2470078
1% J, Boaim 3B 24 10290
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