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* Manufacturing * import s Export * Wholesale *

I & D ELECTRONIC CO
NEW!  NEW!  NEW!  NEW!

* 1/12th Scale All Terrain Vehicle *x

Designed for off-road fun in grass, AND CONVERTS
EASILY TO A PERFORMANCE RACING CARI

Gear 10 Tooth pinion: 58 Taoth
moulded gear.

Rear Tyres: 21" * 1147 wide.
Whee! Base: 714"

Width: 63"

This is a COMPLETE kit, including
Igarashi 05 motar. 6 nicad batteries,
a proportional forward/reverse
heavy duty mechanical speed con-
troller, a painted palycarbonate Ford
Courier Truck body, heavy-duty % &% A

knobbly tyres. Brass bushed frant L2 s,
wheels, assembled charge cord for T
15 minute fast charge (works from 12-volt g g

source). Kit does not include radio _ ]
+ WE CARAY SPARES FOR CONVERSION T0 RacinG caR = Retail: £61.78 inc. VA

ELECTRONIC SPEED CONTROLLERS - (Alf prices inciude VAT)
SMOOTH-TRONIC-electronic speed controller with vollage
regulatar and dynamic braking-established as a competition
winner| ...
CLASSIC — the basic electronic speed-controller for electric
Boats andaiteraft . L d S S £22 50
ELECTRO-THROTTLE — super high-efficiency electronic
speed-controller with "Full Power' Relay, for boats and aircraft. £29.95
ELECTROMNAUT — electronic speed-controller especially de-
signed for heavier marine applications; with reverse, HD relay. £35.00
ELECTROMNAUT TWIN — a superb heavy-duty electronic
speed-controller with twin power output stages and twin
heavy-duty external relays. Copper plate haatsink for soldering
water-cooling tube in non-ventilated high power apphcations:
for 12-Walt, 2 % 15 Amp {30 Amp total) ..o £49.55
A.B. The ELECTRONAUT speed-controllers give proportional forward and propor-

tional reverse with diode braking at centre stick,

Special voltages and configurations can be made to arder — ask us for details,
QUICKIES: Silicon Rubber — fast-curing, clear. 20 gram tube 75p;
85 gram tube £1.75.

RACING NUMBERS — our new "super visible'” numbers {11:" figures).
Single number, roll of 100 £2.50; Complete set {0-9, 1,000 figures total}
£25.00. Get a set for your Club!

BODIES — We have over 25 1/12th scale body designs, 2-colour painted
£6.98 - £7.98; Clear £4.50.

All bodies are durable polycarbonate.

MOTORS * Mabuchi RS54, 30 Turn {Stock/Standard of Class) £4.69 inc. VAT
» lgarashi 05, 35 Turn {Stock/Standard Class) £56.50 me, VAT
+ lgarashi 05, 32 Turn {Modified Class) £6,50 inc. VAT
These |.G. motors are now made to close tolerance batance with lacquered windings.

£29.95

SPARTAN SPECTRON — kit including:
6-cell Battery Pack; RS54 Racing Motor;
Clear polycarbonate body.

Kit price: £62.00 inc. VAT.

STANDARD SPECTRON — Complete kit including:
6-cell Battery Pack; RS54 racing motor.
Polycarbonate bady painted in two colours; SMOOTH-TRONIC
electronic speed-controller; Differential rear axle assembly.
Kit price: £88.00 inc. VAT

BALL-RACED SPECTRON — Complete kit including:
6-cell battery pack; RS54 racing mator; Polycarbonate body painted in
two colours; SMOOTH-TRONIC electronic speed-controller;
Differential and ball-bearing rear axle assembly.

Kit price: £97.00 inc. VAT.

Send a large, SAE envelope for a very complete list of spares for 1712 scale
racing, Trade enguiries welcome. Mail order customers - add 75p for
spares orders and £1.50 for kit orders to cover postage and packing. Alfex-
stock items despatched within two days: For any queries or orders contact,

From: | & D ELECTRONIC CO., 24 The Square, Vicarage Farm Road,
PETERBOROUGH, CAMBS. Telephone: {0733)-43955
(24-hour answering service now available)

an

Roger Gittham

AN ENTHUSIASTS' GUIDE TO SCALEXTRIC
CARS AND EQUIPMENT OF PAST
AND PRESENT by Roger Gillham

Around the world there must be hundreds of thousands of
electric slot car racing enthusiasts to whom the name
‘Scalextric’ is synonomous with their hobby,

This book contains a complete catalogue of models, with
individual specifications, from the original tinplate models to
the models of today. Add to this the fact that virtually every
maodel is illustrated by a photograph and you will see that this
book provides an unrivalled reference source for collectors
and enthusiasts.

136 pages with 240 illustrations. Price: £5.50 (incl.p & p).

FOULIS BOOK
FROM =
HAYNES PUBLISHING GROUP

E Awailable from leading bookshops

or by posting the coupon below.

" Applies to UK only.
Foulis i ¥

radio control

ODEL ARS

now available separate from Auto Modeller

Vol 1. No 2.(new series) Price 60p

Building the Bullit]

208 Auto Modeller

ORDER COUPON

To; CARBOOKS (Dapt AMS)

Haynes Publishing Group Ltd, Sparkford, Yeowvil, Somerset BA22 7.1
Please send me, . . . . . copy of Scalextric

| enclose cheque/PQ for £5.50 each.

COMPETITION ELECTRICS / SHOPPING AROUND / KIWI
NEWS / TAKING STOCKS / CLUB & TRACK REVIEW /
EDITORIAL / A PERMANENT CIRCUIT (& WHATIT COSTS) /
NEWS FROM NORTH OF THE BORDER /
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Problems of Success

The number of entries that a Race
Director can handle in a day is strictly
controlled by time. With a 9.0.a.m. start
and no hold-ups from interference,
weather change etc, 120 can be
processed before dark during most of
the open air racing season. Some R.D.s
limit total to a mere 96. Meetings are
now being regularly oversubscribed to
the extent of 20 or 30 returned forms
and consequent disappointment of
would-be drivers. In the 1/12th scale
Calendar this is compounded to as
many as 50% of.entry over subscribed

— so that means over 100 disappointed
drivers.

What can be done?

Taking a leaf from fullsize RAC
regulations, | believe that, before a
driver enteres National events he must
have proved his skill at a lower club or
area level, progressing stage by stage
as his showing improves. Is this a
feasible scheme? So many club events
entered, then regionally, and at last to
Open Meetings. In 1/8th scale the
Handicap system and seeding of heats
ensures that fairly equal heat racing
ensues. In 1/12th events a fair degree of
skill plus a really good car, plus a good
slice of a lucky break at the start often
produces an unknown in the last eight
where the really top notch drivers show
him the way home.

A number of 1/12th Open meetings
are run on the understanding that
one-third of the places are reserved for
home club entries which reduces the
‘open’ aspect to a mere 80 places. There
is also the curious side effect that most
of these 40 home drivers only run at .
their home Open but appear as a further
haost of handicap drivers, but never
again until next year's Open. This has
played havoc with 1/12th scale
handicapping and Jeff Lindstrom the
Handicapper is tearing his beard.

If home drivers were barred from
their own Opens and acted as genial
hosts and erganisers this would
improve, if not cure, the situation. But,
with all open meetings counting for
points in an on-going National
ﬁ_he;‘mpionship, entries are bound to be

igh.

Other aspects that invite concern are
the natural desire of Race Directors to
attract the top people so that eniries are
seeded and some people never, but
never, get an entry accepted. Then team
entries tend to get preference, with
sponsored and trade teams getting
even more preference. . . . are we
reaching a kind of ‘Animal Farm’
situation? Views and, even better,
solutions welcomed,

The EFRA Scene

The Italian Grand Prix took place on
May 2nd and 3rd with Veronesi winning
both Formula and Sports/GT events
driving the SG Monaca car — still rigid
suspension! The British SG team
comprising the two Williams Brothers
and the Wheldon Brothers plus Mick
Newman were there and the solitary
Paul Pagdin for PB. Mick Newman came

Dave Preston and Phil Booth at the 1979
Worltd Championships in Geneva. Phil won.

9th on the Sunday with Paul 10th. Not
bad going in essentially SG country.
Paul also took an Alpha car over for
Guilio Ghersiwho will be driving for PB.
Franco Sabattini not exactly

delighted. . . Keith is. On test {not at the
Grand Prix!) after spending 1% hours
setting up his new car Guilio broke the
then track lap record of 16.8 secs with a
new 15.3 secs!

In Holland the Dutch G.P. on 9/10th
May fell to Pieter Bervoets for the
Formula and Ronnie Ton for Sports/GT
— Serpents of course. Pieter was
running their new suspension car but
Rannie had the solid Serpent Mk 111
Super Pro. British presence: two
Associated Team (GB) drivers in final
and two PB team. Gary Culver for AMPS
going like a bomb until his engine cut.

Team Associated made a very good
impression with all four members
making one semi final, Dave getting 3rd
FTD in Formula and finishing 2nd
behind Peter Bervoets in the Formula
event. There is already a strong
following for Associated in Europe and
great interest was expressed for the
new car.

Which all goes to show there is still a
lot of competition in the top ranks and
no one should go out and buy a sure
fire winner — there just isn’t one yet.

Elite Models

Customers will be noting a change of
title where Elite Models takes the place
of Jim Davis Models, 145 Newgate Lane
Mansfield. It is indeed a change and we
would welcome to the model shop
scene no less a figure than World
Champion Phil Booth who is a partner
in this new model company. With him is
Dave Preston, who must certainly have
inspired the shop name of Elite Models
from his earlier association with a

somewhat larger racing car of that
name. Finally to complete the
partnership there is Walt Bailey who
has been shop manager at this address
and will continue so to function,

In general, shop aspects will continue
as before with special emphasis on
Dave and Phil’s own special accessories
and all things connected with
Associated, the American company run
by Gene Husting, who as previously
reported is manufacturing the
Preston/Booth/Associated suspension
car, to be hopefully on the market
before the year is out. Whilst Dave, Phil
and Walt plus Debbie will be racing as
Team Associated in the U.K. and
Europe running the new suspension
cars, it should be noted that they have

formed another new company Team
Associated Ltd, to distribute Associated
1/8th and 1/12th kits and accessories.

Nor is that all. Yet another company
OPS Distributors Ltd of 512 Berridge
Road West, Hyson Green, Nottingham
(Tel: 785387) will be handling the
complete range of OPS engines as U.K.
distributors. These include not only the
very successful r/c car 33cc engine but
the whole lot of sizes for model aircraft
and boats ranging down from Speed 65
and watercooled Ursus 60 to the 34cc
car plus the OPS glowplug range and
some useful engine tools.

The SKYLEADER TRAKMASTER CAR SPEED CONTROLLER

The smooth electronic speed controffer with capacity to spare. Will handle those
heavy current competition motors,

@® Built-in 5v regulated supply for receiver operation.

@ Replaces servo — plugs straight into receiver outlet. {Positive pulse).

@ Full and independently adjustable neutral drive and braking.

@ Built-in L.E.D. indicator for adjustments. No external bulb necessary.

@ Very high capacity. 7 to 10v at 20 amps — 35 amps peak.

@ Very low voltage drop.

When ordering, state radio used, PRICE (Incl. V.A.T.) £29.95. Post Free.

The SKYLEADER TRAKMASTER REVERSING UNIT

® Get yourself out of that tight corner.

® Plugs into same receiver outlet as Trakmaster via a ‘Y’ lead.
® Can be used independently on third channel.

® Completely independent reverse.

®Can be used with other makes of speed controllers.

PRICE (Incl. V.A.T.) £9.95. Post Free.

The Speed Controller & Reversing Unit are supplied in two versions:

TYPE A: Suitable for left-hand throttle Skyleader equipment or any R/C system where
throttle stick forward gives a wide pulse.

TYPE B: Suitable for right-hand throttle Skyleader equipment or any R+ C system where
throttle stick forward gives a narrow pulse,

AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM SKYLEADER OR SELECTED AGENTS - SEND CASH - CHEQUE - VISA
- BARCLAYCARD - ACCESS. Phone in your number for fast service.

S KYI. EAD E R RAD IU c 0 NTR 0 I. Dept. RC1 AIRPORT HOUSE, PURLEY WAY;

CROYDON, CRO 0X2
Telephone: G1-686 6688 or 0700 -

OPS 3ic.c. carengine equipped with Preston carb and Phil Booth special PES/PE clutch unit
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1st — Sports class Exeter 1980
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th
Brighton Open Meeting 1980
Outright Winners at
Battersea Park, and
Lap Record Holders

FEATURES

*GRP countersunk chassis
*GRP radio plate, .

*Lightweight machined alum, axie blocks

with adjustable motor mounts.
#*Ball race rear axle.

*Schumacher differential is a standard

fitting.
KIT PRICES

PGE 1201 — Basic rolling chassis kit only
includes: all hardware but no Ni-Cads,
moter, body, charger leads, etc. .. £49.95
PGE1202 — Complete kit includes Ni-Cads
motor, chassis components, Lexan body
and wing, charge leads, body mounts,
wheels/tyres ete.... ... £75.00
PGE1203 — ‘Competition Special’ as
above but comes ready assembied,
includes lightweight chassis, painted
Lexan body, competition 05 motor£85.00
ACCESSORIES (send SAE for price list).
Silicone Two sizes (Dow Corning clear}
small 99p, large £1.85 tube.

Lexan 1/12 Bodies. Latest MRP Prophet,
Lotus Esprit, Renault Le Mans, Toj BMW
Dome, £5.90 clear, £7.90 painted.

Lexan 1/12 Bodies. Latest MRP Prophet,
Busch Hogan, Frisbee, Penske F.1. Lotus
Esprit. Renault Le Mans, Toj BMW Gome,
£5.90 clear, £7.90 painted.

Supa-Car Lexan paint, 8 colours + 5fluores-
cent (per tin} ... ... £1.256
Metallics, 5 colours {per tin) ......... £1.65
Lexan paint thinners 98p per tin.

*COMPETITION SUCCESS
1st — Saloon Class Exeter 1980

THE CAR KIT THA

* Lightweight front suspension with
Akerman steering.

*Lexan body and adjustable wing wire set.

*6 cell Ni-Cad pack and charge leads.

Front wheel ball races (Associated) only
£3.98 pair. Rear ball races £3.90 pair.
Two Pin ‘Mate N Lock’ connectors 51p pair.

Mardave, Lectricar, MRP and Bo-Link,
Tamiya kits and spares always in stock.

'ADAMS’ DEMON’ SPEED
CONTROLLERS

Electronic speed controller with fully pro-
portional forward speed and dynamic brak-
ing: plugs into receiver, requlated 5 volt
supply eliminates Rx. Batt. and throttle
servo, very high construction quality for
proven reliability.
PGE-DM1 — Proportional forward with
dynamic brakes ..o £34.50
PGE-DiM2 — Proportional forward with
dynamic brakes and reverse ... £39.95
PGE-DM3 — Full power relay conversion
for Demon 1 and Demon 2 ... £10.25

MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED BY

PHIL GREEINO .. 14

9 Village Way East, Rayners Lane, Harrow, Middx 7er. 01866 7770

COMPETITION 1/12th SCALE
R/C CAR DESIGNED BY
PHIL GREENO

CAN WINSTRAIGHT OUT OF THEBOX!

*Race proven winning success.

*High quality for reliability.

* Adjustable body mounts front and rear.

+Available with indoor or outdoor tyres.

*Designed to fit BRCA, ROAR and EFRA
rules.

NEW!I!

GRAPHITE DIFF. AXLES READY TO FiT.
ASSOCIATED LIGHT & VERY STRONG —
£8.50.

V' 1D x 3" 0D, Flanged, Lightweight,
Rear Axle, Ballraces for Associated, Jo-
Mag, Lightning, etc. ONLY £4.95 (pair)
SANYO HIGH RATE NICADS £16.95 (pack &

MRP MOTORS

STD 550 B.R.C.A. legal .......ccccoei £6.50
Competition 551 rewound, epoxied,
Balancedl £9.50

Competition 254, epoxied, balanced, ball-

raced. Special Wind, very fast. ... £27.50

Competition 553 rewound, epoxied,
balanced, ball-raced ................. £27.50

GZ 1200 Motor ............... e £17.60
MRF 'C’ Foam Tyres .. e pr) £2.75
MRP ‘D’ Foam Tyres .............. (pr) £2.75

€S incluge Var
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MODEL LAND

219 New North Road, HAINAULT, Essex 01-500 3891

KITS Raydio Tyres Off Road Kits
Gemini Demon Products Rough Rider
Associated Unitrol Speed Controller Sand Scorcher

Lightning 2000
Ayk & Graupner
Plus many spares

Cord Chargers
Sanyo Bats
Saft Selected Bats

Carbon Fibre Diff Axles

Lightweight Wheels

Opening Hours:

LATE NIGHT FRIDAY

GPEN UNTIL 7.30 p.m.

Mon., Tues.,, Wed., Sat. 9 a.m.-
6p.m. Thursday Half Day

MAIL ORDER
By return post subject
to availability

Easy Parking — 200 vds from
Sam-1pm. HAINAULT  (Central line}

New Kyosho Sand Skipper
Toyota Hilux
& many others

Gota 1/12th racing car but nowhere
to race it? Then come along to The
New

MODEL LAND

CAR CLUB

Ring Colin for details.

 PRESTON
HIOBEL BENTRE

2&4 FYLDE RD., PRESTON, LANCS.
TELEPHONE: 0772 51243

COME AND SEE OUR BIGGER SHOP - WE'VE
DOUBLED IN SIZE.

Full range of: P.B.,, MARDAVE, AMPs, AS-
SOCIATED — Plus plenty of spares.
Engines by: 0.P.S.,K&B, VECO, SUPERTIGRE
AND O.S. - Eitd

PLUS! The Latest Radios: SANWA & FUTABA
AM & FM. '

MAIL ORDER BY RETURN POST

BARCLAYCARD, ACCESS & HOBBYCARD
ALWAYS WELCOME

TOMMY HARRIS

MODELS LTD., o5
155 Stafford Road, Gex
s10¢¢  Wallington, Surrey 700,

g10*

G D1647-1498 ¢ Ve
51'0 a 4 5 004,
STOCKISTS FOR

RIPMAX, IRVINE, M.F.A., MICRO-MOLD, VERON, KEIL
CRAFT, GRAUPNER, HALES, HARRY BUTLER, HUM-
BROL, ETC., ETC.

RADIO BY
FUTABA, MACGREGOR, SANWA
* * *

TRY US FIRST FOR
MAIL ORDER

* * H

Card holders phone with credit card number

for immediate dispatch
BARCLAYCARD
[
R e

Alcess

HIRE PURCHASE
AVAILABLE

Buy at wath Access

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Sat. 9.30 - 6.00 p.m.
Fri. 9.20 a.m. - 7.30 p.m. — Closed all day Wednesday
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Start of the Porsche Series

FIRST LEG OF THE FOUR-PART
PORSCHE SERIES of meetings took
place at Lilford in May in not very
exciting weather conditions, though
brighter for the actual Porsche
Sports/GT event.

The local distributors had provided a
fine display of their fullsize offerings
and a pleasant office with flags
adorning it.

Dave Martin took the Saloon event on
the Saturday driving his Rapier far the
AMPS team. Debbie Preston of Team
Associated with the Associated
suspension car won Sunday’s Formula
event.

On May Day Monday the big event
took place with an all-suspension final.
Result:

. Bob Errington PB Alpha

. Steve White PB Alpha

. Phil Greeno PB Alpha

. Dave Martin AMPS Rapier

. Phil Booth Associated Booth/Preston

. John Milne AMPS Rapier

. Debbie Preston Associated
Booth/Preston

8. Keith Plested PB Alpha

The Concours which was confined to
Porsche bodied cars and is on-going for
the series was judged by Porsche
representatives who rightly know most
about these things with markings (out
of 10) thus: 9 marks to Peter Gatehouse
(Type 917) to the entire Team
Associated of Phil Booth, Dave Preston,
Debbie Preston and \Walt Bailey (also
917s) 8 marks to Mick Shaw {917) and
Bob Williams (Type 936).

~Smo Wk =

Club 68 Track

Review

Design model of circuititrack and Britdale R/C Car factory in rear.

South Yorkshire Outdoor Racing
Club

Race Secretary: Phil Maxfield
40 The Brow, Brecks,
Rotherham

S. Yorks S65 3HP

Club Secretary: Trevor Kersey
40 Packman Road

West Melton, Wath-on-Dearne
Rotherham S. Yorks

PROPOSED R/C MDDEL CAR COMPLEX
AT COMMON LANE WATH-ON-DEARMNE

New 7/12th purpose built circuit and oft road track — joint cfub and trade effort in Scuth

Yorkshire.

6 Radio Control Model Cars

Phil Maxfield introduces us to the
Wath R/C Car Complex, the first of its
kind in Britain, as follows: '‘When
Harold Carter of Britdale R/C Car Models
approached Rotherham Electric Car
Club in February 1981 with his
proposals for building a purpese made
r'c car complex it was a ‘dream come
true’. The club had already received
permission in principle to build an
off-road circuit on land owned by
Rotherham Borough Council but
Harold's plans were better still. A new
clubwas formed called South Yorkshire
Outdoor Racing Club and this club wyill
administer the running of the complex,
An area of about 1750 sq. yds is
available and comprises two
independent circuits — an off-road
layout and an outdoor racing track,
They were both designed (with a little
help from Tamiya) to be variable in
length and to have a common pit area,
with separate drivers' rostrums and
race control units. Racing takes place at
weekends on both tracks”,

Track details: Outdoor and Off-road
each up to 300ft long. Racing circuit
surfaced with hot rolled fine asphalt,
10ft wide outer perimeter, 8ft inner.
Twenty variations possible in layout,
Off-road surface varies: sand, gravel,
shale, earth, water splash. Width at
widest 10ft, narrowest 6ft. Adverse
camber bend, raised section, tarmac
section. Both circuits intended for
1/10th and 1/12th scale cars. As such
this must be the first British complex
catering and purpose built for the

smaller scale. The off-road circuit will
also be available for i.c. vehicles when
there is demand for a national meeting.

This whole scheme is a wonderful
example of what can be done when an
enterprising firm gets together with an
enterprising club. Harold Carter and his
company Britdale R/C Car Models are to
be heartily congratulated. Final
comment the club membership fees are
£4.00 p.a. seniors, £2.00 p.a. juniors and
Family membership (max of four) £8.00.
Want to know more? Then ‘phone
Harold Carter (0709 873449)

Southampton Model Car Club

Another purpose-built track project is
coming to fruition! This is the
prestigious Southampton M.C.C. Circuit
occupying an area of some 90 yards by
40 yards at Weston, right on the front
looking across to the Ocean Terminal
and Docks. All the necessary paper
work has been done, all the appropriate
building licenses obtained, and enough
maney in the kitty to make a start plus
sums promised. By the time this
appears |loads of gravel, concrete, sand,
spades and wheelbarrows will have
arrived on the site, and maybe the
majority of the ground work already
completed,

| understand the club does not intend
to rush in with early meetings but will
proceed slowly, ensuring that all the
ancilliary items are there and in working
order before the Grand Opening. Club
secretary Dave Farndale is very actively
concerned with progress and can be
contacted at Eastleigh 617849 during
the day or 38229 evenings.

Like nearly all such brave enterprises
be sure there is a benefactor or fairy
godmother somewhere in the
background. As my article in this issue
on the subject indicates it needs a
formidable sum of money to produce a
circuit!

Sponsored Drivers

Bob Errington has sent me a list of
‘Works'’ or ‘Works Assisted’ drivers who
will therefore be classified as
‘Sponsored’. This is an 1/8 scale i.c. list;
no doubt a similar list will be
forthcoming for 1!12th drivrers should

this be appropriate. Here they are, with
no surprises:
Wait Bailey

Phil Booth
Gary Culver
John Darrington
Robin Ellis

Bob Errington
Phil Greeno
Paul Leach

Ted Longshaw
Dave Martin
Fred Martin
John Milne
Mick Newman
Paul Pagdin
Marley Parrant
Keith Plested
Mark Plested
Dave Preston
Debbie Preston
John Robinson
Andy Stafford
Len Wheldon
Les Wheldon
Crhis White
Steve White
John Williams
Martin Williams

Frome & District R/C Car Club

Secretary: A. J. Court
Pepys Cottage

Little London

Oalkchill Nr BATH
Somerset

(Tel: 0749 840584)

The secretary writes to advise of his
appointment and gives some
information on this thriving 1/12th
electric club. Membership is 30 plus
expanding steadily. Task at the moment
is to find a suitable size hall to make
their regular venue. During the summer
months the club has run an outdoor
championship on the local sports
centre's tennis courts which always
preduces close racing as traction is so
good that the tyres are less important.
At the moment members are looking
forward keenly to the Southern League
inter-club championship.

Yorkshire RIC M.C.R.C.

As ever the faithful Jeff Lindstrom

Badge of the month

With the Porsche Series of events
taking place through the season, |
thought no more suitable badge could
be chosen than the one which lucky
Porsche owners sport on their bonnets.
This is also featured | note on the
Porsche flags which fly above their
demonstration display as seen for the
first time at the opening meeting at
Lilford Park.

Sothampton.

Plan of the new Southampton MCC circuit located co splendidly on the front at Weston,

= A
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Devie Pofmal Hmin

has sent along the club Newsletter,
giving a brief note of the Mintex 81
meeting, the club’s first three day event
of the outdoor season. The event went
through without a hitch, the BRCA
Meeting Referee Eric White established
a new precedent in driving standards
which should greatly improve the
quality and presentation of race
meetings both for competitions and the
viewing public alike. Track record was
smashed twice and now stands at 24
laps in 305.2 seconds!

Dennis Louth as Race Director
excelled himself in the co-operation he
obtained from the local council to the
extent of a super new pit and camping
area. The club are running Buggy
events every other Saturday at the
Littlemoor Park Circuit and there is a
prospect of a club championship for
Buggies.

Brstol Off-Road Model Car Club
(B.0O.M.C)

Secretary: Robin Perkins
32 St Edyths Road

Sea Mills

Bristol

Avon BS9 2ES

(Tel: 0272 683414}

Here’s a new sort of clubl Welcome to
the first exclusively off-road racing
club! This is for all electric off-road cars,
primarily Tamiya buggies and jeeps. It
has been in the process of formation
since Christmas and now has a 15
strong membership steadily increasing.

At present a perfect racing site is still
being sought, but events take place
fortnightly at St. George's Park, Bristol.
There is a meeting shield held by the
race winner on each occasion and
passed on at the next meeting, plus a
wooden spoon for the outstanding,
spectacular incident {somersaults etc}.
Ne club badge as yet for our regular
picture, but one coming along — only a
sight of the club membership card.
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OFF-ROAD RACING IS COMING

THE MARAUDER IS READY

MARAUDER KIT £49.50 . ”z B
CHROMED SILENCER, VECO £375 . .}
ENGINE HEAT SINK, VECO £1.80

CARB AIR FILTER, PFRHY 85p

i

Mardave s new 1/8 scale R/C carkit for.19/.21 cu. in. glow motors features a strong dural formed chassis, fully mdepehdent
suspension comprising double wishbone front and single wishbone rear with coil springs, in-line motor position with
needle roller flywheel/clutch unit driving 3:1 spur gears into a gearbox carrying 24: 1 hardened steel bevel gears, rubber
universal joints, protective radio crate, strong A.B.S. bodyshell and wing, etc. From your local model shop now.

MARDAVE R/C RACING, 7 HEANOR ST., SANVEY GATE, LEICESTER. Tel. 0533 24701
....0..........0...........................

OUR FRONT WHEEL DRIVE PORSCHE
PUT THE OPPOSITION WHERE IT
BELONGS... BEHIND!

ROBBE SONIC SPORTS PORSCHE 936-78 TURBO

This superb car has amongst ifs features; Ball-raced front axles, cast aluminium WEX
bearing houslngl hardened steel pivot pins, differential in nylon & metal, Epox?z glass LTD
chassis, R.C. Shaker plate, superb servo saver, speed confroller, servo mounts, ete. P.O. BOX 105 FOREST GUEHNSEY C.L

The car comes ready assembled and reqwres only the addition of 2 Channe! - 0481 284

R.C. equipment and drive batteries then you're ready for the track. The body is l I I

moulded in pre-painted polycarbonate and the full set of MARTINI-PORSCHE selt
Robbe Kits available from most good model shnpa

adhesive trims are included, : _
A four wheel drive conversion set is available (order No. 3447) complete with
twin differentials. Prices for the robbe Sonic Sports Porsche 936-78 start from £44 25
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NORTH
OF THE
BORDER

1/12th SCALE ELECTRIC

From Scottish Correspondent

Peter Walker

84 Forrest Walk,

Uphall,

West Lothian,

EH52 5PW

Telephone — Broxburn (0506) 853703

FIRSTLY, | HAVE AN APOLOGY TO
MAKE!! | forgot to mention that, at the
Scottish Grand Prix, we had a lady
competitor who successfully cleared all
hurdles into the Final. Janice Robertson
(wife of John, current National
champion) is the lady in question, and
to the best of my recellection it is the
first time one of the fairer sex’ has
managed to get through to a final of a

major Scottish competition for 1/12th
scale racing. Well done, Janice, and |
hope we are now friends again!!

A date to put down in your diaries is
Sunday, 4th October, 1981, when the
Forth Valley club are again staging the
Scottish National Championships at
Bo'ness Recreation Centre.

Racing will be under B.R.C.A. rules,
and, although known Clubs in Scotland
will receive entry forms in due course,
anyone individually wanting an entry
form should write to the Club Secretary,
Dave Small, 75 Barons Hill Avenue,
Linlithgow, West Lothian, enclosing a
fairly large S.A.E.

Although final details have yet to be
ironed out, the likelihood is that it will
be 7 minute racing, with separate
competitions for Senior and Junior,
together with a Team Competition.
There may well have to be a limit on the
number of entries; and we (I say "we’
because myself, along with Martin
Wallbank, Dave Small, Gordon Price
and Bill Watson are the organizers of
the event) hope that it will be as
successful as last year's inaugural
Nationals.

Nice to see Martin Wallbank coming
back to actual racing. He ‘gave up’ at
one time, and became the ‘circuit’
scrutineer at major competitions, but
the smell of over-charged ni-cads has
drawn him back into competition itself!!

At the Forth Valley Club, the current
series of the Can-Am Trophy was won
by Gordon Price, fending off John
Robertson and Bill Watson into minor

placings; whilst the monthly Price
Bowl, awarded to the most consistent
driver of the month, has been won now
for two months running by Bill Watson.

Seems that the “front wheel’ drive
phenonemaon is rather drying-up. The
Graupner front-wheel! drive car became,
at one time, very successful indeed and
was used quite a lot, but one doesn't
see so much of it now-a-days. Virtually
everybody is now racing either the
Gemini or the Associated, with the
Jomagc 2000 Lightning becoming more
in evidence — although a large number
are racing 'variants’ of these where alot
of individual ‘home-brew’ alterations to
the box-standard can be seen. Also,
some are experimenting with various
forms of ‘four wheel drive’, effectively
using the rear wheels as the main
driving force, but with some form of
relaying some power to the front as
well. However, this is obviously still
very much in the experimental stage,
but could have some possibilities in the
future.

Otherwise, things seem to be fairly
quiet from the competition side at the
moment, no doubt due to the
ferthcoming summer (I use the word
loosely!). All | can add is that | would
much appreciate help from other Clubs,
in the way of reports of general interest,
in order that this feature can truly report
on the Scottish scene over all, and not
become rather orientated towards what
| know myself — so please send me
details or reporis on your Club for
inclusion in future articles.

Vame Stickens £3.60

chargers etc.
« AVAILABLE IN PACKS OF 100 *

LET US PRINT YOUR NAME LIKE THIS gJoe ﬁloggs

We will print YOUR name on self
adhesive vinyl. Not only are these the S x 114
professional way of marking your

1/8 0r1/12 car, they are also an
exellent way of marking those valuable
personal items like toolboxes transmitters 7

* THREE COLOURS IN EACH PACK — red, white and black *

* PRINTED ON A CLEAR WEATHERPROOF AND DURABLE VINYL =
* SELF-ADHESIVE * MANY OTHER USES

* PRICE INCLUDING V.AT. AND POSTAGE £3.60 ~

~Where Quality Counts

9" = 175"
T A TE

delivary,

Tel: 0452 31172

Aenafocl Stickers from £7.20

Supplied in packs of 100 just like the name stickers, butwith your club name
{or initials] in plain type faces. Ideal for car aerofoils, wings, or boat hulls.
Available in three popufar 5izas.!

... £8.40 per 100 including VAT, post & packing

For Name Stickers, Aerofoil Stickers and Racing Numbgrs, please send your
order with cheque payable to “Screencraft Design Ltd.” Clearly indicate all
spellings, particularly your name and address! Allow up to 3-4 weeks for

W Min. order 25 sheets.

+ Printed on self-adhezive paper; * Die-cut 51mm diameter; * Sheets of 12
numbers; * 13 pence per sheet including VAT and postage. *

Sheet type ‘A’ comprises 3 each of numbers 1 to 4

Sheet type ‘B’ comprises 3 each of numbers & to 8

Sheet type 'C’ comprises 3 each of numbers 9 to 12

DONT DELAY — SEND TODAY
39 WORCESTER STREET GLOUCESTER

. £9.60 per 100 including VAT, post & packing
£7.20 per 100 including VAT, post & packing

13p per Sheet of 12
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National Organisation

There is much discussion here as to
whether or not some of the clubs want
to affiliate with the New Zealand
National Body. The matter is
problematical since so many of the total
New Zealand racing population for
electrics is located in Gisborne, whilst
the bulk of the 1/8th i.c. racers are in
other parts of the country. It seems
incredible that with a three million
population and a smail number of /¢
racers that such regional differences
oceur,

The current national championship
here follows the pattern of each club
running its own championship series to
determine champions for the club.
Champions from each club then meet at
a common venue to decide the
champion of champions. The series
selects an outright champion, a
Handicap Champion and a Junior
Champion. A junior is anyone still at
school and not racing works sponsored
cars. Lack of money is the main factor
holding back juniors winning
championships they have plenty of
driving ability. Handicap system is the
same as BRCA. Points are awarded
9,6,4,3,2,1 as in fullsize GP racing. In
Gisborne we run two half season
rounds with best four scores in each
half to count, again as in full size racing.

1980 NZ Charnpion car

KIWI
NEWS. ..

NZ Champion car - side view

Race Times — Procedure

In Gisborne we have always raced
heats of 5 mins long and now and then
an 8 min, heat race, with four races per
driver every Sunday. Other clubs meet
monthly in most places, so we have
more racing than other parts of the
country. Maximum stop between races
is 10 minutes to charge and prepare so
pit work is of some importance. We are
shortly trying a new idea with two 50
min, races with charging stops and pit
work being of vital importance. It
effectively combines four 5 min. races
with three 10 min. breaks, but avoids
any bickering over a driver wanting
more time to fix this or that. The only
pre-conditions are that, if you are fast
charging, you can only have a single
cell-PACK: and only a maximum of four
if you are using ready charged
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cell-packs. The RS-3805 motor gets 20
mins. per 6v. cell pack while the faster
RS540s get 5-10 minutes so it will be
interesting to see if this method means
the smaller motors with fewer pit stops
can beat the faster guys.

Future programme includes a
sponsored race by Datsun{Nissan) for
sports cars and another sponsored by
Reidrubber (a local tyre maker} for an
Indy race. The sports car event will be
for maximum laps in one hour on an
outdoor road course. The Indy race will
be on an outdoor rectangular oval and
first to do 100 laps. Indy is unlimited
{modified) and should produce some
fast machines. Poor transport inside
this small country is likely to stop many
teams coming, but interest will grow for
the future. Crowd of 150-200 expected
as at last special meeting here.

The Cars in General

The Works Combat cars are proving
more drivable than the
Associated/Lightning type of cars
{specials using parts from these cars)
thcugh acceleration of the lighter US
designs is markedly better than the
local cars. The extra stability and
cornering power of the Otaki and
Combat cars in Gisborne gives them the
edge, but the Associateds are still the
maost popular all round the land. Hollow
tyres are not banned but are still
deemed unfair at present. (Hollow
sponge not the Tamiya hards).

The Combat cars are now using as
standard some new bearings which are
lighter and freer in lower rolling
resistance than those on others cars we
use. They are available for various
diameter in both metric and imperial
sizes, They add some 14% in output at
the wheels. Trade suppies are available
and we can quote prices. (Samples

B i S —

+

B i

Lvle Alffa Romea Type 179
received and passed to Nick Adams for
evaluation Ed.) By the way, anyone
racing a Tamiya RS540 standard will
find they have a Mabuchi with 27 turns!
Some are faster than the Parma
Ferraris!

Car Details

One or two pictures may be of
interest falas from colour negs and not
as sharp as might be wished Ed.)
Picture (1} is of 1980 NZ Champion car.
It is an Otaki kit car with ball jointed
front steering. New nylon wheels
replace the more fragile Otaki ones.
Speed controller from Combat car (JRM
type like Tamiya). This car is the only
Japanese kit that is really competitive. It
has sprung motor mount to take up
accelerative pitch torque and true
Ackerman geometry. It has lowest roll
rates of any kit car and corners very well
though top speed is not as good as, say,
an Associated. Lock is excellent for
narrow 3 - 4ft wide tracks (A bit
narrower than UK narrow tracks?) Note
clustering of sprung mass at cg for low
polar moment of inertia. Powered by a
factory tuned Igarashi 05-37 driving
through 5mm silver steel axle and spur
gear type diff. cluster. Tyre width to
standard JMRCA sizes. Ball bearing
rear, brass bushes front. Body of a
Parma Lotus 47D Europa. Gross vehicle
wei}ght is a heavy 1500 gms (nearly 53
0Z8).

Picture {2) shows same car in profile,
Note body condition, Cars race 5-6
miles each week, through whole year
outdoors, even in rain. Bumper angled
which is allowed to stop drivers placing
bumpers too high off ground and

spoiling bodies by cutting them. Low
flat bumpers are not favoured since
ground clearance less than in will
result in scraping car on outdoor track
and loss of speed and also permit car to
drive over ropes and back again before
marshall can spot it. (Now out of action
following fatigue failure of one of the
steel uprights)

Picture (3) is of Combat prototype
Ferrari 126. Very bashed and badly
deformed after much running and
repairs. Rubber pads added to side
protect against impact as experiment,
since dropped and replaced by thin
carbon fibre skirt plates. Proper photos

Comibal prototype Ferrar T28cc

of latest 126C prototype coming shortly
s0 do not take this as a production car!
Picture (4) Conventional 1/12th F/1 car
from the design stable of Lyle, a NZ car
designer. Model is of Alfa Romeo 179.
Has chassis designed as sports car and
hence wider than scale body, though
not as wide as types such as Parma
Ligier and so on. Points worth noting
are wide 45mm width wheels at rear and
30mm at front (allowed here) Design is
conventional single leaf spring and
shaker plate with two 3-cell packs one
g@f(?h side of car centre. Schumacher
1T,
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A4-E 'Blue Angels' 1/72

\IRCRAFT

/"?i:::;mwgg:.w -----------

WH-1D U.S. City Police 1/48

RALLYCARS
e o

Porche Carrera Gitanes 1/24

Esci not only bring you models from days gone by, but also new &
exciting subjects of the world of today. Every model in Esci’s wide
range is carefully designed and produced, with true Italian

u style, to give a genuine reproduction of the original.
== biihp % i:):00) MASTERPIECES IN MINIATURE

CONSUMER PRODUCTS DIVISION OF BORDEN (UK) LTD MARFLEET, HUILL, ENGLAND

; . 1/32 SCALE FIBREGLASS
CLASSIC BODY SHELLS 95p each

1974 Brabham BT 43
1973 MclLaren M23 F.1
1972 March 735 SP
1972 McLaren 15C
1971 Alfa T33T35P
1972 Surtees TS9

1971 Tyrrell F.1

1971 Brabham BT34 F.1
1971 Chevron B13 SP

1970 Brabham BT33 F.1
1970 Lotus 72 F.1

1970 March 701 F.1

1970 BRM P153 F.1

1970 Ferrari F.1

1969 Surtees TS 5000
1966 Lotus BRM 43 F.1
1966 Cooper Maserati F.1
1966 H16 BRM F1

1968 Lola T160 SP
1968 Matra VB F 1

1968 BRM V12 F1

1968 Honda F301 F.1
1968 Brabham BT26 F.1
1968 Lotus 498 F.1

1938 Stromlinein Wagon
1968 Lotus 56 Indy
1967 Lola T70 Mk Il GT
1979 McLaren ME4A SF
1967 Lotus 48 F.1

1955 Merc W126

1957 Maserati V12 GP

‘BETTA’ 1/32 LIGHTWEIGHT SLOT RACING SHELLS
: VAC FORMED ‘LEXAN' 65p EACH wiTH INTERIOR

1881 Talbot Ligier JS17
1981 ATS Whesls HGS1

F.18& GP

1280 Orbitor One Indv
1980 Farrari 126C
1980 Brabham BT48
1980 McLaren M30
1980 Lotus &1

1980 Arrows A3

1980 Ensign N180
1980 Fittipaldi F.1
1880 Tyrrell 010

1280 Alfa Romea 179
1978 Surteas TS20
1973 Chaparral 2K Ind
1979 Williams FWO7
1979 Ferrari 312 T4
1979 Brabham BT48
1979 Light JS11

1979 McLaren M28
1978 Williams FWO6
1978 Copersucer FBA
1978 Merzario A2
1978 Lotus 79

1978 Waolf W.R.S

197E Brabham BT 462
1978 Ligier J58

1978 Brabham BT45c
1978 AT.5. March
18977 Tyrrall P34

1981 Lola Taoo
1981 March Can-Am 817

SP & GT

1880 Frissbee Can-Am
1980 Tiga Can-Am

1980 C.A.C. 1 Can-Am
1980 Lala T30

1979 Prophet Can-Am
1978 BMW M1

1972 Spyder NF11

1979 Spyder NF11 Can-Am
1979 Dome Zero RL
1979 Ferrari B3/512

1978 Triumph TR7

1978 Parsche 928

1978 |bec-Heskath 308 LM
1978 Renault A443

1978 Lancia Stratos
1977 Lotus Esprit

1973 Ferrari 312P SILHC
1977 Wolf WC1 Can-Am
1977 Schkee DB Can-Am
1977 Lola T333 Can-Am
1976 Porsche 936

1976 Lola T380 SF

1976 Inalteras GT

1975 Batmobile Car,
1976 Gulf GRS SP

1975 Chevron B31 5P
1974 Matra 670c 5P

1981 Heyes Merc 5.0 SLC
1987 Escort XR3

Saloon

1981 BMW 635CSi SL
1981 Talbot Lotus

1980 Celica Turbo 5L
1980 Rover 3500

1980 J.P. Scirooco

1979 Mazda RX7?

1878 Lancia Monte Carlo
1979 Pettys STP Qlds
1979 Chewvetta

1870 Boss Mustang
1978 Parscha 928

1978 Pan. Silverbird TR-AM
1978 Camaro £28

1978 Merc Benz C111/3
1978 Ferrari 4005L

1978 Fiat 131

1977 Toyota Turbo

1977 Aston Martin V8
1977 Chev Chevelle
1977 Mick H.V.\W. Beatle
1977 BMW 320

1977 Porsche 93%

1876 Corvair SL

1977 Escort RS Mk Il
1977 Lagonda SL

1976 Alfetta 5L

18976 Jaguar X.IC

S.A.E. FOR FULL LIST OF

BETTA OR CLASSIC AND
ACCESSORIES
25p P&P for Z shells
TRADE SUPPLIED

NEW 1/32nd Stock Car bodies
1980 312 Super Stu.
1980 212 Wainman

Bip each
with interior

C. D. FITZPATRICK

Tel: 28342 (STD 0704)

61 LARKFIELD LANE,

SOUTHPORT, MERSEYSIDE

soent SUPER

NTOC]

Car with Auto-Start Clutch  £39.85
Veco 21 Car Special £34.50
J.R. 2 Channel Radio £45.00
Accessory Pack £12.00
£5.50 pair

Off Road Tyres Available

Accessory Pack

Air Filter £3.65p
Fuel Filter £0.86p Linkages
Glow Plug £0.90p Silencer
Fuel Tank £1.25p

All spares normally Ex Stock

Solent Modelr Limited

60 Oxford Street Southampton
SO1 1DL

Fuel Tube £0.20p "
£0.75p
£4.30p
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£124-95

for wholejf.i’

combination

Mail Ord

e

er Phone (0703) 331859

Y& POST & PACKING FREE.

Orders despatched by
return post.

g

—

CUNITROL

second delay

T2mm

Nominai Supply ... .7.2 volts, L
Maximum Current . . .20 amps.» \(

L 2% amps,

o £29.95INC.VAT

Maxmum Peak |, .

COMPETITION SPECIAL ELECTRONIC SPEED CONTROL
" Works with ali positive pulse Radio Gear (1 2misl

e FUTUBA Acoms sanwa ETE

* Instant accoeleration with Full speed relay (proporiional
* Low battery drain & cool running |Langer ruvning time}

*5Vuolt Regulated out-put to Radio 8Sara

* Proportional brakes 8Fsed speed reverse weithi 13

AUTOMATIC FAST CHARGER ‘FULLY' CHARGES
MICADS {Buellsi FROM 12 VOLT CAR BATTERY
THEN SWITCHES TO A TRICKLE CHARGE TQ
CONDITION, EQUALISE & OBTAIN MAX CAPACITY
SIMPLE TO USE JUST PRESS FOR FAST CHARLE
FROM YOUR MODEL SHOP OR DIKEUT
TRADE TERMS AVAILABLE

' UNICORN ELECTRONICS
41 Mount Street, Coventry CV5 8DE, phone (0203) 78641

UNITROL

FAST NICAD CHARGER
ELECT RONIC
FULL CHARGE DETECTION

TRICKLE

\ \—/P’R/hss FOR

£19.95.. VAT CHARGE

22 NORTH ST.BRIDGTOWN
CANNOCK, STAFFS.

CHASE
MODELS

Do you fly, boat or race cars?
Then come to us, we keep good stocks of
Kits, Engines, Balsa, Futaba Radio and
Accessories by the well-known manu-
facturers.

Telephone:
{064 35) 3819

Easy parking
using side

streets \ A34

We also cater for the beginners with suit-
able Trainers, etc.

South

A 460 Mé
\ No.

AS 12

We are
ore Cannock

J.W. BAGNALLLTD.

For ALL your needsin 1/12 R/C
Cars. Contact us now. We
carry large ranges in:
ASSOCIATED, PHIL GREENO,
PARMA, MARDAVE, LECTRICAR,
SCHUMAC ER, A.Y.K. & ALPHA

Full ranges of bodies by

leading makes.
]

FOR TOP MAIL ORDER
SERVICE AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES
TRY US AT:

44 PICCADILLY,
HANLEY,

STOKE ON TRENT.
Tel: 263574

BARCLAYCARD — ACCESS — HOBBYCARD

18 SALTER STREET,
STAFFORD.
Tel: 3420

CARS * AIRCRAFT * HELICOPTERS

Specialists in 1/12 electric cars, probably the |argest range in the area
including carbon fibre chassis, Schumacher differentials and spares
plus all the leading makes in rc racing,

A huge range of 1/8 i.c. cars also in stock including the Sankyo BMW
Sigma M-1,

Radio equipment includes: Sanwa, Webra, J.R. Macregor,
Sprengbrook, Sam, Acoms, Futaba.

(0734) 100 BROAD STREET,
595227 Reading, Berks.
ACCESS, BARCLAYCARD ACCEPTED
MAIL ORDER. OFEN 9-6, MON-SAT.

STAGG MODELS
HOBBY CENTRE

22 Bridge Street, Northampton
Tel: Northampton 35718
Proprietors: Mike & Wendy Boardman

KITS:

CARS — Mardave, Associated, Cambria, A.Y K., Gemini, Robbe. Plus fulf
range of accessories.
BOATS — Robbe, P.B.M., Precedent, Stidwell, Billing, S.H.G.
PLANES — Pilot 20 scale range in stock, Plus Svenson Feisler Storch and
Jungmeister at only £88.00. Many other makes in stock.
RADIOS — Futaba, Sanwa, Multiplex, Reftec, J.R.F.M., Acoms, etc.
ENGINES — From Cox to Quadra,
Plus our own Popular AR.T.F. Trainers — 52" span solo £29.95 and 80"
span Commander £39.50.

Call in and see our well-stocked new shop — 10 minutes from M1

ACCESS — BARCLAYCARD — H.P. — HOBBYCARD
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A PERMANENT CIRCUIT ownsrreosrs

Montage of part o
the Mini-Circuit Paul
Ricard at Lyons in
France. It is a copy @
the fuff size crircuit of §
that name and
sponsorad by Paul
Ricard company, a
big French aperitif
supplier. Beautiful,
wooded, electronic
timer, and toilets

what it all cost to produce when

they settle down to a game of

tennis, squash, badminton, even
football? They quite probably grumble
a bit at the fees, complain about the
lighting or the court marking or the
tepid showers . . . It's just the same with
r/c circuits, very few drivers stop to
think of the who, how much, and where
from of the capital needed to provide a
permanent purpose built circuit, This
therefore is a short effort to spell out the
background costs required to turn a
piece of waste ground into an EFRA
acceptable racing track. Figures given
are not guesses but money actually
spent, over the years, in getting, in this
case the Mendip Model Racing Circuit
up to standard.

Of course you may be lucky, as | said
in an earlier article, in finding a noble
Duke or other nice benefactor willing to
provide a site free, or practically free. Or
even find a stretch of tarmac already
laid level and enclosed that can be
yours for pin money. None of this
naturally applies to 1/12th electrics
where halls abound, but only to 1/8th
scale racers needing the wide open
spaces.

Stage one is to find the ground. It is
likely to be away from houses where
noise problems could arise but will lack
such services as electricity water and
main drainage. A friendly farmer may
agree to rent you a suitable strip of land
that is of little use to him for various
reasons. Perhaps it is liable to flood or
too rocky to support crops, or grass
that even sheep will eat.

Next stage is to draw up plans and
seek outline planning permission from
the local authority. Normally such an
application will cover a fairly wide

I I OW MANY FEOPLE THINK of
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range of uses including of course
permission for camping and caravans is
space is large enough, since you expect
to attract weekend visitors to your
meetings. This may well go through —
but, wait a moment — you have now
increased the value of your rented land
with a planning permit. If you wish to
secure firm occupation it may be
thought wise to try and buy the land but
beware a calculating landowner who
may gazumph the price if you leave it
until you have actually completed the
wark.

But to return to the early days of
Mendip. Here an overgrown rubbish
dump was available but required nine
month’s work to get the ground ready for
laying the surface. Some thousand tons
of scalpings (top soil etc} and nearly 500
kerb stones had to be laid, mainly by
hand. At this stage the partners in the
project had put up some £6,000,
Another £2,000 was required to carry
the work to a stage one state of
completion. Meanwhile offers of
assistance in tarmacing the circuit had
failed to materialise, which meant
another financial load. Then one
partner dropped out because of his
business demands and another had to
be found — which happily proved not
too difficult to arrange.

The circuit got under way with a civic
opening and the barest essentials for
operation. There were no laid on
facilities such as power and drains, The
former had to be provided by generator
and the latter by the usual camp elsans
and trenches. A simple protective fence
had been erected round the circuit and
granite chippings laid on the car park
area, A drivers’ rostrum also permitted
a timers' box to be located beneath it
but this was in the simplest mode.

Then came the opportunity to stage
the British Grand Prix which had not
been held the previous season and a
demand that circuit standards be
brought up as nearly as possible to the
exacting standards demanded by EFRA,
the European governing body which
gives sanctions to such events where
numerous continental “aces” may be
expected to travel considerable
distances and expect a minimum
standard of facilities. Further planning
permission had to be sought to install a
system of septic tank toilet facilities,
considerable additions to the protective
fencing in view of a larger spectator
attendance, and a more extensive and
robust drivers’ rostrum/timekeepers’
box. Permission granted, a further
£5/6000 required to be spent in
achieving these ends. Meanwhile it had
become necessary to protect the
investment by purchasing the site and
another four figure sum changed
hands.

So what have we now for an
expenditure of between
£5/6,000 required to be spent in
borrowed and demanding high interest
payments. Hopefully, one of the best
circuits in Europe, with a strong
supporting club to promote meetings
both local and at a national level. How is
it all to be financed? This is a question
that any club thinking of a similar
project must ask. First of all board
advertising round the track produces a
certain amount of money from trade
firms interested in the hobby, or local
firms being helpful — just like on
football grounds but at lower charges,
alas. Then fees from the club drivers at
so much a race, a share of entry fees
from major events, programme sales,
and hopefully sponsorships,

= e

i o

fthey say [ was lucky |
h

find

W i club s
fucky to be part of the
Wombwell Sports
Association and was *
able to build on to an

time as well as enjoy
financial help from =
the Assaciation.

That really is the crux of the matter.
An income of some £4,000 a year is
needed just to service the investment
and get a little of the capital back.
Frightening you say? Of course it's
frightening. But a modicum of trade
sponsorship (which can be charged as a
legitimate expense against tax! and so
not really cost anything if sponsors are
warking to a profit) could set all
financial worries aside. As it is John
Keay and his new partner Roger Penny
are shouldering the whole burden.

Similar situations exist all over
Europe. In some cases generous and
very rich firms or individuals have
footed bills for ambitious circuits. | think
of the Paul Ricard circuit near Lyons
where the French liquor firm have been
generous sponsors, of Spain where
generous patrons have made splendid
circuits for local enthusiasts, or in
Austria where the EuroChamps will be
held on the circuit pictured in a recent
issue which had been largely the work
and inspiration as well as the financial
coverage of a single benefactor. So
come on spansors large or small — at
least come along to the Grand Prix and
see what r/'c model car racing has to
offer as a spectator sport as well as a
participant hobby.

A regular spansor fs a
good thing! Here a
Team Event is taking
place on the old
Mendip
rostrum/timekeepers’
bex under the
patronage, as may bg
seen of Strongbowi’
... agood local brew.

Advertisement
boards provide good
rewenue, Either like
these on the
boundary fences, or
as strip boards on the
track edges. There is
no need for them to
be related to mode/
car racing.
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The National
Championship

O THE CORE OF THE

1/12th competition

racers, there is only one

goal and that is to
compete and win at National
Championship events. These
events are regularly attended
by the same people and yet
remain obscure to the main
bady of club racers. Certainly,
to the general public, they
remain virtually unheard of.

However, it is these events

and the people involved in
them which are pushing the
development of the 1/12th
electric car ever onward in the
search of just that bit more
performance and just that
small edge over the
competitor.

The result has been a rapid turnover
of kits and latest bits and pieces, almost
too fast to make producing a kit
worthwhile,

Naturally, the Japanese take no
notice and produce their own idea of
competitive cars and luckily the
majority of new club racers are
unaware of the latest in thing”. The club
racer will usually buy kits and add on
bits that are probably years out of date.

However, returning to the National
Conipetitions, these are sanctioned by a
governing body called the British Radio
Car Association {BRCA), who
co-ordinate the calendar of events and
make sure that all meetings are run to
specified standards to ensure the
highest standard of competition.

The BRCA also administers the
construction rules governing the cars
and makes sure that scrutineering at
meetings enforces all of the rules. A
BRCA steward is always present at
meetings to deal with any problems
and ensure all standards are met.

Although the Calendar of events is
published in model magazines
throughout the year, the only way to
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find out exact details and to obtain
entry forms is to actually join the
organisation.

The yearly fee is £5, which brings you
a Handbook and regular newsletters
detailing latest developments and
meetings. There is also a conference
and AGM which are worthwhile
attending if you are interested in the
rules and regulations.

| must add that the BRCA also deals
equally with the 1/8th scale internal
combustion models and you obtain the
same details on meetings etc., as for
1/12th electrics.

The National Competition Calendar
this year is the busiest we have seen so
far and offers racing almost every
weekend, especially if you do the
off-road buggy racing as well. The
meetings for 1/12th competition cars
are divided into two types, these being
for points scoring and for nen-points
scoring competitions.

This year, for the first time, a system
is being tried whereby competitors
score points at certain designated
meetings, and, by the end of the year,
the competitor with the highest scare
will be the National Champion.

This system replaces the more usual
single National Championship event
which was thought to be toc much
prone to elements of luck. Many
mishaps can occur in the short 8-minute
race, especially radio interference, and
it is known that some venues suite
some designs of cars thus giving them
an edge, rather than allowing the
drivers to compete on an equal footing.
Therefore, it is thought that, by holding
the Championship over several rounds
these variations should equal out.

In fact, this year there are 13
points-scoring meetings and, to ease
the burden on the competitors and
allow as many as possible to compete,
a maximum of only seven results need
be counted.

There have been three rounds held at
the time of writing, and the results are
shown below. | must add that points are
also scored by teams, these being the
three drivers who drive cars with
identical body shells, although the
chassis etc., may be different, and their
aggregate best times determine the
team finishina positions.

The emphasis is on consistent driving
and reliable cars and enables drivers
who are not quite at the top to score
good positions in the team results.

Returning to the National
Championships, there are a number of

meetings which are non-point scoring,

including all modified class events.

There is still a strong anti-modified
class feeling in this country, although it
is the premiere class in every other
country in the world. The reason is
partly due to the cost of buying
modified motors, but also due to the
way the rules have evolved which only
distinguish between the classes by
motors, rather than including modified
chassis’ as they do in the USA.

However, | can see a gradual
acceptance of modified class racing,
and a feeling that the standard class
should also be for accepted available
chassis and parts, thereby moving all
modified and scratchbuilt parts into the
modified class.

Until this year, the National meetings
were run to rather more relaxed rules
and scrutineering, which put the
emphasis on having the quickest motor,
espcially as race durations were anly
five or six minutes thus leaving spare
capacity in the nicads to enable rather
special standard motors to last the
distance. The result was that not much
effort was put into weight reduction,
chassis development or special parts.

However, this year has seen a
revolution of a kind with a great
acceleration in innovation and a lot of
hard development work to extract the
very utmost performance from the
limiting factor of the nicads. The reason
for this is that all races are now of eight
minutes duration and strict motor
scrutineering is exercised at all
meetings, including the mandatory
strip-down of the top three competitors
motors.

With the introduction also of a new
lower weight limit of 1lb. 150zs, to keep
in line with the USA, many new cars
have had to be completely purchased er
scratch-built for this year's
competitions,

Unfortunately, very few British kits
are available which are suitable for
National Competitions, although most
kits are excellent for club racing and, in
fact, the heavier cars can actually help
beginners by providing a more stable
and predictable handling.

The most successful British kit is the
Phil Greeno Gemini, now available in a

‘Super-Light’ version. Others are also
available, such as Alan Blahemans
‘Alpha’ car which has the potential but
lacks a good run of wins for some
unknown reason.

Many kits are available from the
States and the newest Jomac Lightning
2000 has arrived at the right time, with
the sophistication some racers were
looking for. The Associated RC12E
remains virtually unchanged from last
year, but possesses all the qualities to
remain competitive.

However, all these kit cars are based
on conventional chassis and shaker
plate designs without showing any real
innovation. The result is that their

consolidated designs all perform to an
apparent equal limit.

The real step forward has come from
the scratch-builders who have
recognised that there is a lot yet to
come from the chassis. We can
therefore thank, as far as | can
determine, the team of Neal Francis, Bill
Maisey and Tom Morgan, whe have
introduced the innovative Lexan
monocoque car with the so-called
torgue tube motor mount.

The results of these innovations have
been staggering and it is quite apparent
to anyone who drives or watches one of
these cars that they certainly have
produced extra grip and handling, and

John Robson’s Lexan monocoque with Torque tube rear axlelmotor mount.

especially, speed through tight corners.

The photograph shows one of the
many duplicates which have rapidly
come into existence, this particular
version belonging to John Robson from
Stafford.

You can see the design has
minimised the weight at the same time
as introducing the Lexan monocoque
shape. Weight has been saved in all
areas by discarding the cases of the
receiver and Demon electronic speed
control, and by using a front-mounted
Futuba 30M servo with the latest
American integral servo-saver,

The nicads are a loose fit in the
chassis so as to allow the all-important
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NEw FrROM MRR(

B e T e o)

Hotted up Version of The JOHNSON 222 Motor. [
Cat No 65191/H
Price £1.98 each.
Also Spare Armatures for the above Motor.

Cat No 51971/HA.
Price 91p each.
And of Course all the other M.R.R.C. products
always in stock.
Send Coupon and 20p for Catalogue and Price Lists to:
BARRYS (BOURNEMOUTH),
29 ASHLEY ROAD, BOSCOMBE,
BOURNEMOUTH. 38095.

Name

Address

=

New from

Model & Control
Specialists

The RCM&E Digital FM System in
component form

Transmitter Component Pack: Includes Rasisiaors, Capacitors, Transisiors,

1Cs, Aerial. PC and Formers, Dipdes, Crysial Socket, Hardware, s1c ..-£17.50
TX Case Pack: includes pimched case with plastic énd caps | SLM type together

with o 5L atic et plusaseare Tedabel 00000 ! oo E14.00
Additional Aux tevers (T e o8 £1.50

Receiver Component Pack: Inciures Capacitors, Resisters, |1Cs, Filters, Diodes,

Transistor, PCanc Codl formers, (D way socketsandcaseetc, oo oo £14.00
FM Crystals 6 spot fraquencies stockaed, perpaim. o 000 o S B0
Fullinstruction booklet for Fi Digital o e e | S £1.70
Set of batteries for TXand RX .. ... ... .. .. : L A R L e, LY
Sarve: Skyleader mechanics with 219F Ampiitiar it including plug. ... ... ....F9.95
Separate packs available for the above systeny:

Transmitter Receivar

Capaziters including tommer . £3.10 EEEACITDIS S £2.70
Resistors ot A B vy 0bp Resistars ... ; 2t _3tp
= Tl et e I T e LoE240 1 Pack -E3.55
Diade Pack including LED .. ... E2.15, Transistor._ .. ... .. 26p
Transistors e I E RN el s T e R R S S s 2Bp
PC Pack with toimers shigs P L T e o e e 50p

LAl ol o Bt P vl il s et £2.50
Aerial and socker - L s R B L R o 4 P )
Erystal Boeket b s R 25p PG Pack including vare, formers
Switch and charging skt . £1.90 Slugs, case, crystal socket ete . E2.60

All prices include VAT, PEF: For srmal orders please add 20p, large orders, 12 over £70
please add d0p. Please allow 2T days for delivery

Model and Control Specialists, 4 Winston Crescent,
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear SR4 8RH.
Telephone: Sunderland 284978

GAMA New Items

1/43 scale 1143 Citroen ente. £2.65.

1145 Porsche Carrera. £2.65.
1/25 scale 2114 Merc cross country, £7.50,

2115 Merc Estate car. £7.85.

2116 Merc Estate Ambulance. £8.10.
Andmany more. NEW 1981 GAMA Catalogue. 60p post
free.
Just in Magirus Deutz fire engine 2604. £10.65.

NZG New Items

218 0ld Time Merc bus. £13.22. 1/40.

219 Ford Cargo truck. £9.95. 1/50.

216 JCB 3C Excavator loader. £14.20. 1/35.

220 CAT 528 Skidder. £8.99. 1/50.

And several other new models. NEW 1981 Cat, 60p post

. JOHN
AYREY

John Peels Mill, BAILDON, W. Yorks.
Showrooms open anytime by arrangement. Tel: 0274
580365. .

Suppliers to the TRADE of NZG, GAMA, MATCH-
BOX YY.
ALL orders post FREE.
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What's New(S) from
MODEL IMPORT COMPANY

For collectors: Our mail order list No. 4 is now ready. Send 40p for your
copy. Classifications include: ‘Fire Vehicles’; ‘Commercials’; ‘Vintage 8
Veteran'; 'Sports & Racing’; ‘Citroens’; ‘Deleted Models'; and ‘Shop-
soiled & Damaged Bargains'.

TEKNO TEKNOG TEKNO TEKNO TEKNO TEKNO TEKNG TEKNO TEKNO.
New Trucks in new prormotional liveries are now available direct by Mail
Order from Model Import Company. Send 50p for list and Colour Photo-
graphis),

SCALE AUTO ENTHUSIAST: We are now distributing this American
magazine for car and truck collectors and builders. Send £1.50 for recent
issue or £9.00 for years subscription and details of free advertising for UK
Subscribers.

P.A.C. New Fire Engines and Promotionals just announced, based on
Tootsietoy originals. See mail order list No. 4 for details or send 80p for full
P.A.C. List + Mail order List.

For dealers: We give full trade discounts for

ELIGOR PILEN TOMICA JOAL
KADO HERPA LUSO
MAJORETTE SANCHIS GUISVAL LUSO

MODEL IMPORT COMPANY
152, Barkham Road, WOKINGHAM, Berks RG11 2RP

difterential longditudinal flex which is
the secret of the chassis’ success. The
MRP 550 motor is suspended on the
motor mount which is integral with the
torque tube through which the rear axle
runs. Although not visible, a small link
to the chassis prevents the tube rotating
and transmits the torque to the chassis.
Sleeved tyres are used front and rear,
allowing special light-weight wheels to
be fitted and special hollow tyres to be
fitted to the sleeves.

The other photograph shows a car
design which could be one of the next
generation. Constructed by Simon
Clark, it is a fully independent design
with adjustable geometry. Due to space
limitation, an inline motor has been
adopted, driving through bevel gears
and centre differential. The rear end
incorporates integral spring and shock
absorbers, whilst the front has
adjustable piano wire springing. The
car weighs a surprising 2lbs 3ozs
complete to run, and there is rcom for
weight saving in the upper chassis and
detail areas. The car has not been raced
at National level, but the design
exercise has shown that a fully
independent car can be built within the
rules.

The all-independent car of Simon Clark.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TABLE

1981

Individual
Position

WOSNDG AWK =

10

Team

Position

DO~ Bhwn =

(The position after the completion of three rounds)

No. of
Mame Points Car
Neal Francis 18 Own Lexan Monocoque
Phil Greeno 13 Gemini SL Kit
Bill Maisey 11 Own Lexan Monocogue
Tony Wells 9 Associated RC12E
Fred Hatfield i Own Lexan Monocoque
Dave Tonge 4 Jomage Lightning 2000
John Glen 4 Own Lexan Monccogue
John Chamberlain 4 Gemini SL Kit
Les Pipe & Assaociated RC12E
Steve Davis 2 Associated RC12E

No. of
Name Points Car
Team Amendment 27 Own Lexan Monocogue
Team Gemini 16 Gemini SL Kit
Radio Race Car 11 Associated RC12E
Ally Pally Demons 7 Jomac Lightning 2000
Petrha 5 Own Lexan Monocoque
Remnants Racing 4 Various Scratchbuilt
Ally Pally ‘A 3 Various Scratchbuilt
Howes Models 1 Jomac Lightning 2000
Beta 1 Associated RC12E
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THAT and comes from France but

under the PB Racing Products

banner as the PB14. French
manufacturers have been offering
buggy designs for several years — long
enough, to coin a phrase, to get the
bugs out of them. The Bullit is made by
MRC (Model Racing Car) who are PB's
distributors in France and features a
number of PB parts in the kit, notably
flip top fuel tank and flywheel and
clutch/bellhousing parts.

The kit comes with rear springing
ready assembled on the alloy chassis.
An unusual straight strip of GRP is
anchored to the U-shaped chassis and
carries the robust servosaver which, in
turn, has the front body post on top, the
two parts carried by a common screw.
Separate front steering elements are
fitted to the two ends of the chassis
horseshoe.

Take special note of the excellent rear
springing. It is fully enclosed, compact
and does its job. You may be tempted
to take it to pieces, but the springing is
quite strong and there is really no need.
It could be a nuisance putting it
together again. At the same time, note
that the plummer blocks to it as
attached offer a choice of two other
positions, raising or lowering the
chassis accordingly. The blocks also
carry the rollover bar which fits inside
the body provided and acts as an
additional support for the roof, as well

YES. IT REALLY IS SPELT LIKE
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BULLIT

The buggy complete in typical surroundings.

it A

Unusualanodised alloy horseshoe shaped chassis with GRP central strip. S‘,dr.r'ng.fn g at rear end
is afready assembled for the builder,

Kingpin, stub axie assembly. Post to right
assemblies.

/s intended for elastic bands between the two

speeds.

Massive rear tyre which still leaves room on hub to take drive band provided. Brake is

Rear end detail. Suspension unit has choice of three positions. Gear pulley provides two

conventional compression strip balanced against throttie.

Clutch unit is pure PB. shoes must be cut
and trimmed to fake O-ring. Note also
needie bearings.

as proving the location for the rear body
attachment clip.

There are some other novelties about
the chassis. The U-ends of the main part
carry mini-posts across which rubber
bands are stretched (the ones that
postmen use are just the job for this —
use as many as you think desirable to
stiffen this end). Finally, there is a little
flat piece of plastic designed to form the
front bumper. It is secured to the GRP
strip with two nuts and bolts, but has to
be curled up. | did this with the help of a
candle flame to soften the material and
initially bent it up too much — but when
in place it was no trouble to unbend to
suit, again with the handy candle.

Drive to the rear wheels is by belts,
one on each wheel. The hubs are wider
than the tyres and allow a suitable
amount of room for the belts which a
rim on the hubs holds in place. Two
pulley diameters are offered to allow a
speed variation. Four belts are included
in the kit but only two at a time are
required — the others are spares.

Rear tyres are really formidakle solid
deep treaded fellows, fronts are
suitably ribbed. Pictures on the box lid
are very attractive and | have followed
their all-red colour scheme. Painting the
hubs, which are black, to a bright red
took time and patience: perhaps |
would have done better to start with a
coat of white!

Just fit the engine and radio and
away, as they say. It is not quite so
carefree; there is enough work to be
able to claim ‘'l made it myself!” Fuel
tank screws in place with two plastic
supports, grommets and self tapping
screws. Steering tierods are provided
ready bent to shape, but a better job will
be made by bending one end up and
one down, 3s, in fact, is shown in the
picture on the box. A good supply of
brass collets is included to fix these
items with their usual allen screws. It is
virtually essential with a buggy to use a
little loctite an all such screws and all
others where there is a possibility of
them working loose,

My kit had the very minimal
instructions (it is ARTR almost} in
French, but this will be picked up in the
general run of kits. Reduced size plan,
not to an indicated scale, works out at
about 5/7ths fullsize so multiply any
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sizes by seven and divide by five. This is
useful in deciding where to put the
servos, since all linkages are to size and
suitably bent and measurement helps
in finding centre line of servo discs.
Holes can then be drilled in chassis for
the servo brackets to take whatever size
of servo you intend to fit. Observant
readers will note that | got it wrong first
time and had to bore another couple of
holes. The servo brackets are not ready
drilled so it is time saving to decide on a
common size for the attachment holes
of all four of them and the resultant
holes in the chassis. Servo fixing holes
will be checked against serves to be
used.

Steering servo goes flat and supports
a little plastic open box to hold the
receiver and battery. | fitted my servo so
that its flat was just above level of
brackets and fixed box with double
sided servo tape. Purists may prefer to
add a couple of mounting posts, there is
just room each side of the servo and
attach with screws. A nice little red
ballon is provided to enclose Rx and
battery which can be fixed in the box
with a couple of rubber bands. An
excellent aerial bracket is already fitted
nearby and a plastic tube provided to
carry up the aerial lead.

Designated engine is a Veco but |
found my HB21 went in just as well,
fitting the en?ine mounting holes and
spacers exactly. Only a minimal amount
needed to be ground off the crankshaft
threads to enable everything clutchwise
to fit snugly. A small Mardave air filter

HB engine with silencer, air and fuel filters in place. Flip top PB fuef tank completes the set up.
Rx tray mounted on steering servo can be seen on right.

goes over the air intake and a fuel filter
is inserted in the blue silicon (PB of
course) fuel line. One of those ‘all
purpose’ silencers that go straight over
the exhaust exit and fix with a couple of
wires, with the screw against the

crankscase completed the inh

| did not want to complicate the issue
by adding a rear bumper plate and a
dustbin silencer since lintend to use the
car as a garden buggy to keep my
Mardave stock car company so no great
performance is sought at the moment.

E c M ConTrOL SYSTEMS LTD

12v DC INPUT FROM

FLASH PACK STAR FEATURES:

THE QUALITY MANUFACTURERS OF MODEL RAILWAY CONTROL BRING YOU
SAFE & EASY BATTERY CHARGING FOR CARS, BOATS & AIRCRAFT

BATTERY CHARGER

FAST SAFE CHARGING 5-6 CELLS,
OPTIONAL TRICKLE CHARGE

FLAMK

CAR BATTERY OR FLASH PACK
MAINS POWER UNIT

AUTOMATIC TOP-UP FOR
PARTIALLY DISCHARGED CELLS
WITHOUT DAMAGE

FLASH pack PROTECTION AGAINST
REVERSEDORDEFECTIVECELLS

MINATURE SWWITSHES PLUES 3 SOCKETS AVAILABLE

[ BARCLAYCARD |

| SUSSEX

PLEASE ENCLOSE 5 A E WITH ALL ENQUIRIES
' 87 BLATCHFORD ROAD HORSHAM.
Tel: Horsham 65403

AUTO CUT-OFF
WITH-AUDIO & VISUAL
INDICATION WHEN FULLY
CHARGED

SHORT CIRCUIT
& OVERLOAD PROTECTION

MAINS POWER UNIT
FOR FLASH PACK CHARGER
FULLY PROTECTED OUTPUT
PRICE £79.00 POST FREE

SEND FOR LIST i 4
= If you are unable to obtain ECM products

from your local dealer, please contact us
direct. We accept Barclaycard, Access,
and Trust card orders by telephone or
post,

Price £23 PoST FREE
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Short bumper which must be bent up to shape. Bands controfled and steadying steering fixed

between posts.

The bodyshell which is vaguely of
Volkswagen Beetle design, fits very well
and looks the part. Rear fixing is
interesting since the clip goes through
the body to grip a rear bumper/cum
support wire inside the body. Whether

in use it wili tend to tear out only time

will tell. There is room for two more
such clips along the wire and
indentations on the shell suggest that
these could be used where a hard life is
expected for the machine.

decorate the body to choice. | settled for
an all-red job as noted, using the
Hobbynox paint which PB are
distributing. It is semi-transparent and
needs a white or silver backing to bring
out its high quality. No decals are
provided in the kit so recourse must be
nad to the might-be-useful box.

Bullit costs only about two thirds of
other i.c. powered kits on the market; is
easy to assemble with very little to go
wrong. There is plent of room in the
body for Rx etc. Rear springing is
simple, ready installed and adequate.
GRP strip provides a degree of front
springing. Altogether it should be
immensely popular for the buggy boys,
and worth putting in the back of the car
when going to more prestigious race
meetings to have a bit of fun when
racing is over or weather precludes
track running.

STOP PRESS!

| have just read in my copy of the
Frernch model monthly Adepte that by
adding a further GRP plate and a
cross-stop it is possible to get the CG
further back so that more powerful
engines such as OPS, ST or OS can be
utilised. At the moment Vecos or similar
are recommended wear. | have no
doubt that if this idea is sound the
French group MRC (Model Racing Car)
will be arranging a step-up kit and PB
Racing Products will have it on
offer . . . So don't worry — if it's good it
will be along!

fixing is to rollover bar through the body.

The complete car awaiting bodysheli. Front bod

It only remains to paint up and

L

i

y pOSt (s arnt extension of steering servo. Rear




Schumacher

NEW MKIIl DIFFERENTIAL Incorporates ball raced diff
wheel, lightweight axle, flutes for new improved quick
change tyre sleeves. Superbly free running and the
lightest 1/12 diff on the market ............. £11.00

i 3 3ir v v v i i P e i ol e 3 v gk g e ek o ol ol e R ek ok o ok

NEW QUICK CHANGE SLEEVES ......... 34p each
Injection moulded with spline feature to fit over latest
wheels. Note new sleeves and wheels are fully inter-
changeable with our earlier sleeves and wheels.

Frdohk kR kR Ak ARk Rk A kA kA dh ke kok

MEW SPOKED FRONT WHEELS ......... 50p each
Associated, Gemini hole dia. 1/8 or 5/16. Mardave hole

dia. 3/16.

e s e e e e v s e e o e e i ol e e e ok e ok i e i e e ok

NEW ULTRAGRIP TYRE BLANKS ......... 80p pair
Require glueing and trueing. Indoor softs.

Fr Fr e 7 A e e A e e dede e A e oAk e e e A Aok ok o ik

NEW NYLON SCREW for weight savers ....... 80p
Packs of 10 screws and nuts, 10mm long x 3mm dia.

T 7 Yo % e P Ho o e v e A ok ol 3 ke e v o A i ot ke e e A o e e

All our usual products stifl available i.e. standard diffs,
gears, axles, pinions, lightweight axles, spares, packs,
cages, tyres, sleeves, fixed rear wheels, flanged ball
bearings — all sizes, etc., etc. Send SAE for price list.

% % e e e v e e Je teie e e e e e e e e g de ke ke el e

‘Rudge’ Harlestone Road
Church Brampton
NORTHAMPTON

Trade Enquiries Welcome

Callers by Appointment Only
Tel 0604 842320
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DESIGN & HOBBIES

OF HATFIELD

Closad All Day Monday
Open 2.30am Tues., Wed., Thur,, Fri.
Closed 6,00 pm Tues., Wed,, Thur., Fri.
Closed Lunch 2-3 pm

Open Sat. All Day .30 - 5.30 pm

5 MANOR PARADE
HATFIELD GARDEN VILLAGE
HERTS. AL10 905 TEL: 63404,

— EASY PARKING —

Hertford
ASSOCIATED
MARDAVE
TAMIYA

+ + PLUS + +

Enormous selection
of Spares and
Accessories stocked.

MAIL ORDER FOR HOME AND OVERSEAS

e ACCESS * BARCLAYCARD ® HP TERMS o

Credit Card Holders Phong in for S

. EAST LONDON
.= MODELS

145 PLAISTOWRD. STRATFORDETS5

: SPECIALISTS:
In all Radio Controlled Cars,
Boats, Aeroplanes, Bikes, etc.
Wide range of accessories.

Stockists of:
MARDAVE
GRAUPNER
TAMIYA
ASSOCIATED
KYOSHO
FUTABA
IRVINE
RIPMAX, ETC.

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS
Telephone: 01-555-7772

0690900200000 00000000000000000000000000000000000 900000 000000000000000008 eoecoPROORRO00

PB rocing proaucts

Downley Road, Havant, Hampshire, PO9 2NJ, England
Telephone (0705) 471774

PB14 “"BULLIT" 1/8 SCALE BUGGY £64.80 inc. vat.
THE BUGGY WHICH
HAS BEEN DESIGNED FOR
EASE OF CONSTRUCTION,
OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE. ALL
SPARES FOR THE
BULLIT ARE
IN STOCK NOW!
SO YOU WILL NOT
BE “SIDELINED" FOR
THE SAKE OF ONE
SMALL ITEM.

PLUW THE NEW FRONT SUSPENSION KIT (SPECIAL) £15.00 inc. vat. FOR REALLY ROUG
: . vat. H
TERRAIN — LOOK AT THIS FOR l(EEII'\.IGTHE WHEELS ON THE GROUND:—

Ll..'.l 60000000 00000000000000000000000080000000000000000000000000000% 202000200000 0000G0P 0000 0D

THE “NOVA" STARTER IS IDEALLY SUITED
FOR USE WITH THE “BULLIT"” AS ITS HIGH
TORQUE AND STRONG CONSTRUCTION
WILL REALLY SOAK UP THE PUNISHMENT.
Part No. 23/234 £27.50.

STARTER RING 23/235 £1.40 inc. VAT.

PAINT YOUR WAGON WITH OUR RANGE OF
LEXAN PAINT. ASK YOUR RETAILER FOR
DETAILS.

i fo
e L
0000000000000 06800

0000 0000000000800

Radio Control Model Cars 25



STU
BUSBY

1.C. STOCK CARS ARE
BECOMING MORE AND
MORE POPULAR, due partly, I
think, to the national
governing body the Radio
Stock Car Association (RSCA)
maintaining a maximum cost
limit on car and engine in its
rules. Dickie Dickson has
invited me to do a regular
column on hints and tips and,
hopefully, answer any
queries that readers might
have. | do not reckon to
know all the answers but
those | don’t I will endeavour
to find out from other
sources. As there are only a
certain amount of tips /
myself know of | hope some
of you will send in some of
your tips which can be used
in the column — I don’t want
all your secrets, just the odd
one or two/

Joining Up!

The RSCA as governing body of our
hobby in England has 15 clubs affiliated
to it with a total membership of around
700 and this year is sanctioning some
250 race meetings up and down the
country. Membership is very
reasonable at £2 a year, which includes
3rd party insurance cover for drivers
when racing or practising with their
cars. This alone, | think, is worth
becoming a member. You can join by
writing to Peter Baldwin, 23 St James
Road, West Croydon Surrey.
Membership of your nearest club is also
advisable, especially for beginners
where ideas and help can be so readily
obtained.

Troublefree Throttle Blipping

It is helpful on your model stock car
— or any model car for that matter —to
be able to start the engine and adjust
the carburettor without having to
operate the radio control gear to the
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TAKING
STOCKS

throttle. This saves the r/ic battery life
and enables adjustments to be made
even though there is someone else
operating on your frequency. To enable
you to do this an over-ride system is
needed.

There are a couple of ways of doing
this but | find the simpler is by using
U-bends in the linkage wire. Sixteen
gauge welding wire is quite adequate
forthrottle linkages and is easy to bend.

However, it is NOT suitable for steering
where piano wire at least is needed.

If the servo is being used to push
open the throttle the return spring can
be attached to the linkage wire on a
soldered on loop on the servo output
arm. In this way the servo is not taking
the load of the spring when operating
but is still spring loaded to return at
other times.

<——— Servo travel pulling

Self tapping screw

\

linkage to bellcrank

soldered on loop

/

return spring

178

" Hole for pivot stud

/

Thin plate
_.--""'_‘-'_'_'_'_’—‘_”F.f
Radius Spring
_ Slot The spring is inserted in the hole and
9% —s|ot of these plates and suspension

Radius arm spring
{arm not shown)

movement is limited to the length of
the slot A radius arm can be used for
marking out the holes.

O

/ . Ghassis frame

LL'—U% 3
Restricting plate welded or screwed to
undersides of chassis.

Keeping Tyres on & Getting them
Off

From the evidence of some meetings
so far this season it seems that a
number of drivers are having trouble
keeping tyres on wheels whilst racing.
With stock cars being rather heavy
(73lbs max under RSCA rules) and the
racing on a tight oval, the glueing of
tyres has to be a very good job. The
method | use and |'ve not had cne come
adrift yet (touch wood) is as follows:

Coat inside of tyres with a good
impact adhesive (Evo-stik, Bostik etc).
Whilst this is drying roughen up the
outside of the wheel hubs with hacksaw
blade, file or coarse emery clath. Glue
wheel and re-coat tyre, Stretch tyre cver
wheel with glue still wet. At this stage
have the wheel on a mandrel in a vice,
Turn the tyre on the wheel to ensure
coverage of whole wheel and spin
wheel on mandrel to ensure trueness
then allow to dry.

One method I've heard of for easy
replacement of worn or damaged tyres
is 1o wrap insulating tape round the
wheel hub before glueing on the tyre.
When the tyre needs replacing a knife
cut onto the tape (through what
remains of the tyre) allows this and the
old tape tyre to be peeled off leaving
wheel nice and clean. I've not tried this
method myself but would like to hear
from anyone who has.

Prettying up Your Wheels

Talking of wheels, ifyou would like to
have your white nylon ones a nice
permanent colour but don’t fancy
painting all those spokes etc, try Nulon
nylon dye. It comes in various colours,
costs about 50p and can be bought
from most chemists. Wheels etc have to
be boiled and immersed in the solution
for about 15 minutes. It doesn’t seem to
have any detrimental effect on them. In
fact, mouldings regain moisture they
have lost during moulding making
them more pliable and less liable to
breakage, Any stresses are also taken
out which again adds to their strength.
Several other drivers also boil all the
nylon parts on their cars before using
them — apart from bodies that is!

One ward of warning! Don’t use your
wife's or mother’s best saucepan when
dyeing wheels etc, it could stain. A large
tin can is adequate. One other point,
once the heat has been switched off
allow wheels to cool gradually along
with the water.

Keep It Clean

The only thing | don’t like too much
about i.c. stock car racing is that cars
get a bit messy with much of the oil
coming from the silencer/engine joint.
This can be avoided to a great extent by
using liquid silicone, the type used for
bathrooms, aquariums etc. Some
model shops also stock it as it is used
on electric car tyres.

Make sure engine and silencer are

clean and oil-free. Assemble and apply
a thick fillet of silicone along the joint
and allow to dry. It can also be used for
iocking threads, in particular for the
small serews which hold the carb. onto
a Veco as it also makes these air tight.
It's fairly expensive at around £1.75 a
tube, and not much is needed at a time
and it keeps well and will not harden in
the tube if the cap is replaced properly.

Limiting the Rear Springing

If your car is fitted with the type of
rear suspension that uses a U-shaped
radius arm spring a useful modification
is to limit the amount of travel of the
radius arm, thus preventing the rear
axle being bent and the car's handling
upset in the event of a bad knock. This
can be done in a couple of ways. Either
make up thin steel or alloy plates that fit
between the radius arm and radius
spring or attach a short plate under the
chassis frame to prevent the leg of the
radius spring from moving past it.

Get Back Lost Power

Good news for Veco and Irvine
owners. Bob Clayfield, current
undisputed World Champion, is
reconditioning Veco 19 and 21 and
Irvine 21 pistons and liners. He grinds
out worn liners, chrome plates them,
precision grinds them back to the
original size. The cost is £6.00. For 19s
he requires the piston AND liner; for
21s the liner only. Bob's address is: 9
Hall Road, Burbage, Hinckley, Leics.,
LE10 2LU.
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WHEN IN TO R BAY DON'T LOSE YOUR
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Virtually everything advertised
in this magazine is here now —
AIRCRAFT, BOAT and CAR
KITS — RADIO QUTFITS. Plus
ACCESSORIES GALORE!

M A i S E L s models (eswabished 1960)

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS WORLDWIDE
MANSEL'S CORNER, PALACE AVENUE, PAIGNTON, DEVON. Telephone 0803-521767

{with 24-hour ‘Robophone’ service for your ‘out of hours’ calls.
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS MAY DEDUCT 13% FROM CURRENT PRICES

ACCESS - BARCLAYCARD - VISA - HOBBYCARD - or any currency accepted with pleasure.

DON'T TRY YOURSELF

TRYING ELSEWHERE —
TRYS US!

LATE NMIGHT SHOPPING - FRIDAY TILL 7 p.m,
(EARLY CLOSING DAY - WEDNESDAY 1.00 p.rm.)
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